1 DESCRI PTI ON DI STRI BUTI NG METHOD 5 Technical Field The present
invention relates to a method for distributing contents through a network.
Background Art 10 Conventionally, a part of the contents of film etc. and
I mages whose quality is sonewhat reduced are distributed through a network
such as Internet, etc. in advertising and other activities. .The contents

of high-quality comrercial images 15 (for exanple, of novie mﬂ d
by digital images of the quality as high ag, or higher thanﬁmm!mm’ MI",FrB
and the like) are distributed as a digital signal to a specific«gpgtract

novie theater for show ng. The running period of novies in each 20 theater

i s independently set by each theater within the contract term between the
filmprovider and each novie theater. However, the above nentioned digital
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5 Technical Field
The present invention relates to a method for

distributing contents through a network.

Background Art
10 Conventionally, a part of the contents of film,
etc. and images whose quality is somewhat reduced
are distributed through a network such as Internet,
etc. in advertising and other activities.
The contents of high-quality commercial images
15 (for example, of movies, etc. formed by digital
images of the quality as high as, or higher than,
movie films, and the like) are distributed as a
digital signal to a specific contract movie theater
for showing. The running period of movies in each
20 theater is independently set by each theater within
the contract term between the film provider and
each movie theater.
However, the above mentioned digital image is
distributed using a digital signal instead of the

25 film itself to a movie theater. Therefore, there



di stributed using a digital signal instead of the 25 filmitself to a
novi e theater. Therefore, there 2 has been the problemthat fil mcannot be
provided for a |arger nunber of users at a reasonable price wthout
infringing existing commercial domains. The present invention has been
devel oped to 5 solve the above nentioned problens, and ains at providing
an opportunity of enjoying contents for a |arger nunber of users by
distributing the contents while maintaining the order of the conmerci al
dormai ns of the existing novie theaters, etc. 10 Di sclosure of Invention The
present invention is based on the distributing systemin which a server
for distributing a content, etc., a termnal of a user, 15 and a term nal
of a novie provider are connected wth one another through a network, and
the server distr Bt 2eemetbentantslam thett didimatamfot hbe gemrvitdedugh

t he network. To saql ve the above nmentioned problens, 20 according to the
first aspect of tHE@IpreskdtIes npeRPEEN oLt S vk @oiBRESBSbASr dutas unit

determ nati on unit, an i stributi,on .unit. The
a w1t%ou% qn%fqnglng existing commercial domains.

The present invention has been developed to
5 solve the above mentioned problems, and aims at
providing an opportunity of enjoying contents for a
larger number of users by distributing the contents
while maintaining the order of the commercial
domains of the existing movie theaters, etc.
10
Disclosure of Invention
The present invention 1is ©based on the
distributing system in which a server for
distributing a content, etc., a terminal of a user,
15 and a terminal of a movie provider are connected
with one another through a network, and the server
distributes the contents to the terminal of the
user through the network.
To solve the above mentioned problems,
20 according to the first aspect of the present
invention, the server comprises .a record unit, a
determination unit, and a distribution unit. The
record unit records the place for showing the
contents and the place as a distribution

25 destination. The determination unit determines



record unit records the place for show ng the
di stribution 25 destination.

The determ nation unit determ nes 3 whet her

contents and the place as a

or

not the contents are to be distributed based on the place for show ng the

contents and the
di stribution unit

destinati on based on the .
For exanple, the determ nation unit conpareg

place as a distribution destination of the contents.
distributes the contents to 5 the distribution

contents with the place as a distribution destination of the contents,

10 determ nes that the contents is not to be _
or showi ng the contents belongs and the area to which
stribution destination belongs satisfy a predeterm ned

whi ch the place f
the place as a di

The

determ nation result by the determ nation unit.
the place for showi ng the

and

distri buted when the area to

condi tion, for exdmsitler 1o wheh tthey eenbeytsoatrke Banbearddst rilwseduser s

can be provided th an opportunity of enjoying the contents with the
f Wh?és@ EN DS AR SEIE WwhBAWiREG tHRsEPRBENten asdn tdisst ur b

di stribution of t

t he commerci al dongi_ns of 20,an existin vie theaters, etc. Wth the
above nentioned c8AFCGuAE Dot et gedon de

10

15

20

stination of the contents.
The distribution unit distributes the contents to
the distribution destination based on the
determination result by the determination unit.

For example, the determination unit compares
the place for showing the contents with the place
as a distribution destination of the contents, and
determines that the <contents is not to Dbe
distributed when the area to which the place for
showing the contents belongs and the area to which
the place as a distribution destination belongs
satisfy a predetermined condition, for example,
when they belong to the same area.

Thus, users can be provided with an
opportunity of enjoying the contents with the
distribution of the contents suppressed when the
distribution can disturb the commercial domains of
an existing movie theaters, etc.

With the above mentioned configuration, the
server can further include a fee setting unit for
setting the distribution fee for the contents, and
can be designed to set the distribution fee based

on the place for showing the contents and the place



server can further include a fee setting unit for setting the distribution
fee for the contents, and can be designed to set the distribution fee
based 25 on the place for showing the contents and the place 4 as a

di stribution destination of the contents when the determ nation unit
determ nes that the contents are to be distributed. For exanple, the fee
setting wunit can set the distribution fee sequentially from5 the hi ghest
fee to the | owest fee depending on the disjance between the place for
showi ng the contents and the place as a distribution destination of the
contents, or the tinme required to travel fromone place to another. 10 The
fee setting unit can be configured to set a distribution fee based on the
showi ng state of contents, for exanple, going to be shown in the near
future, currentlyaSeihgdshbhikbubionagdessinesdpretadd the sholiengs MheThe fee
setting unit can a%go e configured to, set a distribution fee based on the
i nformation aboutg LTHg it i ARte bRt LBAL thei cantedtshat

the user is ol der _qr %pun the i nfornmgti on

indi cating that 20°%the g%ﬁF 3@#8§§P eggﬁg{g%%ﬁgégge$9§nﬁfee§@ﬁtlng
unit can set the distribution fee sequentially from

5 the highest fee to the lowest fee depending on the
distance between the place for showing the contents
and the place as a distribution destination of the
contents, or the time required to travel from one
place to another.

10 The fee setting unit can be configured to set
a distribution fee based on the showing state of
contents, for example, going to be shown in the
near future, currently being shown, or having
completed the showing.

15 The fee setting unit can also be configured to
set a distribution fee based on the information
about a user, for example, the information
indicating that the user is older or younger than a
predetermined age, the information indicating that

20 the user deserves a complimentary event, etc.

The distribution unit can be configured to use,
when distributing coﬁtents to the terminals of
users, a stream distributing method of outputting
contents while preventing the contents from being

25 stored in the terminal of the users, a distributing



The distribution unit can be configured to use, when distributing contents
to the termnals of wusers, a streamdistributing nethod of outputting
contents while preventing the contents frombeing 25 stored in the term nal
of the users, a distributing 5 method of storing contents in the termnals
of the wusers while preventing the contents frombeing copied to other
termnals than the termnals which have stored the contents, a
distributing method of 5 allowi ng contents (o be output only once per

di stributing process, etc. Furthernore, the above nentioned problens can

al so be solved by the nmethod including the progression of the processes
performed by each 10 configuration of the present invention. A
conput er -readabl e storage nmedium storing a programused to direct a.
conputer to contr&etire ahnptenhedi epstestshdge e f veneinbyseach the
configuration of the present invention, and a 15 program product al so
relate to the pre$@fts | r‘fi‘é-ﬂ-ﬁ oRTEMRETAHGl e thent icOmE@NHsobIfaram c oeiaigso be
sol ved by allomjn% t he pr.ogr a stored gn the storage nedium _etc. to be
read and execut ed Sylg o Coﬂg%?grpermlna s than tHe terminals which

have stored the contents, a distributing method of
5 allowing contents to be output only once per
distributing process, etc.

Furthermore, the above mentioned problems can
also be solved by the method including the
progression of the processes performed by each

10 configuration of the present invention.

A computer-readable storage medium storing a
program used to direct a computer to control the
same functions as those performed by each
configuration of the present invention, and a

15 program product also relate to the present
invention. The above mentioned problems can also be
solved by allowing the program stored on the
storage medium, etc. to be read and executed by the
computer.

20
Brief Description of Dﬁawings

FIG. 1 shows the configuration of the
distributing system according to the present
invention;

25 FIG. 2 is a flowchart for explanation of the



20 Brief Description of Drawings FIG 1 shows the configuration of the
distributing systemaccording to the present invention; 25 FIG 2 is a
flomchart for explanation of the 6 operation according to the present
invention; FIG 3 is a flowhart (1) for explanation of the detailed
operations according to the present invention; 5 FIG 4 is a flowhart (2)
for explanation of the detail ed operations according to the present
invention; FIG 5 is a flowhart (3) for explanation of the detailed
operations according to the present 10 invention; FIG 6 is a flowhart
(4) for explanation of the detailed operations according to the present
invention; FIG 7 shows an exanple of the data structure 15 of a novie
theater |ocation nmaster; FIG 8 shows an exanple of the data structure of
a filmnaster; FlI@PeYashONsagRoadangl &ootthehpreseatsinyenyion;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart (1) for explanation of
the detailed operations according to the present
invention;

5 FIG. 4 is a flowchart (2) for explanation of
the detailed operations according to the present
invention;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart (3) for explanation of
the detailed operations according to the present

10 invention;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart (4) for explanation of
the detailed operations according to the present
invention;

FIG. 7 shows an example of the data structure

15 of a movie theater location master;

FIG. 8 shows an example of the data structure
of a film master;

FIG. 9 shows an example of the data structure
of a member information master;

20 FIG. 10 shows an example of the data structure
of a showing movie theater master;

FIG. 11 shows an example of the data structure
of a special member master;

FIG. 12 shows the configuration of a computer;

25 and



of a menber information master; 20 FIG 10 shows an exanple of the data
structure of a showing novie theater master; FIG 11 shows an exanpl e of
the data structure of a special nmenber master; FIG 12 shows the
configuration of a conmputer; 25 and 7 FIG 13 is an explanatory view of

| oading a programand data into a conputer. Best Mdde for Carrying Qut the
descri bed bel ow
by referring to the attached drawings. FIG 1 shows the configuration of
the distributing systemaccording to the present invention. As shown in
FIG 1, a server 1 is 10 connected to a termnal 10 of a film provider
through a network 9. Simlarly, the server 1 is connected to a term nal
of a user (client, nmenber) through a network 22. The network 22 is a
network such as InterneflIG.15l%tés Anusexplanzbongcéewt off hbosdiugr al

I nvention 5 The enbodi nents of the present invention are

through the network 22 using the termnal 23 to enjoy the distributed
contents. The net REPRTEM &ng detRoli toudh COFPYFES-net |
Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention
5 The embodiments of the present invention are

described below by referring to

the attached

drawings. FIG. 1 shows the configuration of the

distributing system according to

the ©present

invention. As shown in FIG. 1, server 1 is
10 connected to a terminal 10 of a film provider
through a network 9. Similarly, the server 1 is

connected to a terminal 23 of a

member) through a network 22.

user (client,

The network 22 is a network such as Internet,

15 etc. A user is connected to the server 1 through

the network 22 using the terminal 23 to enjoy the

distributed contents.

The network 9 is a network such as Internet,

etc. A film provider is connected to the server 1

20 through the network 9 using the terminal 10 to

record and update various information

information about a movie theater,

(film title,

etc.) in a

master. For example, the film provider operates the

terminal 10 to record the information such as the

25 contents of film, etc., newly received contents,

23



etc. Afilmprovider is connected to the server 1 20 through the network 9
using the termnal 10 to record and update various information (filmtitle,
i nformati on about a novie theater, etc.) in a naster. For exanple, the
filmprovider operates the termnal 10 to record the information such as
the 25 contents of film etc., newy received contents, 8 the possible
running termof contents, etc. in each master, update the information,

etc. The server 1 obtains information aboutg contents fromthe film

provi der through the network 5 9, and distributes the contents, for
exanple, film etc. to the termnal of the user through the network 22.
The server 1 conprises an input unit 2, an output unit 3, a show ng novie
theater naster 4, a novie theater |location nmaster 5, a filmmster 6, 10 a
menber informati ofhgaPossiblen wpwving termerf gastent8, atrecept ieachuni t
11, a master reference wunit 12, a determnation unit 13, a fee setting
unit 14, and a di §&5itEGri SRdgtier the itfeorswddiiong @¥d-e theater master 4
stores the 15 title of _filmon view _the Eunning term etc, as associated

with a nmovie theater (FF&® 10§S*¥RE rovi 8°FAGRPer 10N Must @0 tst or es

the location, contents from the film provider through the network
5 9, and distributes the contents, for example, film,
etc. to the terminal of the user through the
network 22. The server 1 comprises an input unit 2,
an output unit 3, a showing movie theater master 4,
a movie theater location master 5, a film master 6,
10 a member information master 7, a special member
master 8, a reception unit 11, a master reference
unit 12, a determination unit 13, a fee setting
unit 14, and a distribution unit 15.
The showing movie theater master 4 stores the
15 title of film on view, the running term, etc. as
associated with a movie theater (FIG. 10). The
movie theater location master 5 stores the location,
the non-distributable area, etc. as associated with
a movie theater (FIG. 7). The film master 6 stores
20 the distribution term, the name of a showing movie
theater, the fee for each area, age, etc. as
associated with a film title (FIG. 8). The member
information master 7 stores the name, address, age,
gender, etc. of a member as associated with the ID

25 of the member (FIG. 9). The special member master 8



the non-distributable area, etc. as associated with a novie theater (FIG
7). The filmmaster 6 stores 20 the distribution term the name of a
showi ng novie theater, the fee for each area, age, etc. as associated
with a filmtitle (FIG 8). The nenber information naster 7 stores the
nane, address, age, gender, etc. of a menber as associated with the ID 25
of the nmenber (FIG 9). The special nenber nmaster 8 9 stores the nane,
address, age, disability level, presence/apsence of children, etc. as
associated wth the ID of a nenber (FIG 11). The reception unit 11
receives various data, 5 etc. froma user (client). The master reference
unit 12 refers to the masters 4 through 8 using the information, etc.
received froma user, etc. as a retrieval key. The deternination unit 13
makes various def&CFefat FBAs NGR, exaldiless, corpar esdismb ity ed eofela novi e
theater with the address of the nenber, and deternmines 'in the area',
'‘near the area', PT&SEN&GSY 2PSERCEheC4r egnilaren) aked GF t IS sacdatiesyal

(refer o the 15 VESHCRAR: SLoRbwt MEPERES. (28 niddgh 6) The fee  setting
unit 14 sets the fee fo&h@®%ﬂgéﬁgﬁon unit 11 receives various data,
5 etc. from a user (client). The master reference
unit 12 refers to the masters 4 through 8 using the
information, etc. received from a user, etc. as a
retrieval key. The determination unit 13 makes
various determinations (for example, compares the
10 area of a movie theater with the address of the
member, and determines 'in the area', 'near the
area', 'distant from the area', etc.) based on the
retrieval result obtained by the master reference
unit 12 referring to the master (refer to the
15 flowcharts shown in FIGS. 2 through 6). The fee
setting unit 14 sets the fee for reception
(distribution) of contents (for example, film), and
notifies the terminal 23 of the set fee (refer to
the flowcharts shown in FIGS. 2 ‘through 6). The
20 distribution unit 15 performs stream distribution
of contents (for example, film) to the terminal 23,
distributes the contents set in a non-copiable
state, sets the contents to be replayed only on the
terminal 23 which receives the contents, etc. The

25 input unit 2 inputs various data into the server 1



(distribution) of contents (for exanple, filnm, and notifies the term nal
23 of the set fee (refer to the flowharts shown in FIGS. 2 through 6).
The 20 distribution unit 15 perfornms streamdistribution of contents (for
exanple, film to the termnal 23, distributes the contents set in a
non-copi able state, sets the contents to be replayed only on the term nal
23 which receives the contents, etc. The 25 input unit 2 inputs various
data into the server 1 10 and sets the datagtherein, inputs various
instructions, etc., and can be a keyboard, a nouse, etc. The output unit 3
out puts (displays, prints out, file-outputs) data fromthe server 1. 5 The
server 1 displays a list of contents on the user termnal 23 through the
network 22. When the user selects or specifies contents fromthe |Iist,
the server 1 obtaPh§ théefiacethe shdatahe thoreimt s bynpuwferrivagy itaus he
masters, and obtai,ns 10 the address of the nmenber b{ referring to the
member i nf or mat i oANSL IS 195Sy. efifen, and qaRvee 2 kewbersidnes wmatdter or

not the contents are to ﬁe dizﬁributed bgsed on the showi ng place and the
address of the mefb&r, seiS PHEPHEe Uiy di PHERAESIS (EhePia¥art Pdmtthe

user termnal 23 ou@be%iﬁgg&ﬁ%ghts) data from the server 1.

5 The server 1 displays a list of contents on
the user terminal 23 through the network 22. When
the user selects or specifies contents from the
list, the server 1 obtains the place to show the
contents by referring to the masters, and obtains

10 the address of the member by referring to the
member information of the user. Then, the server 1
determines whether or not the contents are to be
distributed based on the showing place and the
address of the member, sets the fee, and displays

15 the results on the user terminal 23 . When the user
agrees with the payment of the fee, the server 1
distributes the contents to the user terminal 23.

Then, by referring to FIG. 2, the operations
of the distribution system according to the present

20 invention are described below in detail.

First, the user activates the browser, etc.
and connects the terminal 23 to the server 1
through the network 22 (for example, Internet) (S1l).

Then, the user selects the distribution of

25 contents, for example, film from the initial menu



agrees with the paynent of the fee, the server 1 distributes the contents
to the user termnal 23. Then, by referring to FIG 2, the operations of
the distribution systemaccording to the present 20 invention are
described below in detail. First, the user activates the browser, etc. and
connects the termnal 23 to the server 1 through the network 22 (for
exanple, Internet)(S1). Then, the user selects the distribution of 25
contents, for exanple, filmfromthe initigh nmenu 11 (hone page) to

downl oads and displays a list of filmuntil the distribution right
expiration date in Japan (S2), and selects a desired filmtitle fromthe
list of filmdisplayed on the termnal 23 5 (or inputs (specifies) the film
title and gives a notification)(S3). The reception unit 11 accepts the

sel ection or spedhPlMeatPagebl Wesidewdlppdm fandh tHepisars FThelismstodr
reference unit 12 searches, the filmmaster 6 10 (FIG 8) using the film
title of the specﬁﬂﬁgﬂ untehl edihdd)di st hi et bon etrdiohral expirabhen r daticeves

t he nane of a show_ng_nopvie &%sater SS{%. The master reference unit 12
searches the novit® tHdRERr at i GRINeRTEFCES (B de9trgdi nflkme title

from the list of film displayed on the terminal 23
5 (or inputs (specifies) the film title and gives a
notification) {(S3).

The reception unit 11 accepts the selection or
specification of desired film from the user. The
master reference unit 12 searches the film master 6

10 (FIG. 8) wusing the film title of the specified
(selected) film as a retrieval key, and retrieves
the name of a showing movie theater (S4).

The master reference unit 12 searches the
movie theater location master 5 (FIG. 7) using the

15 retrieved name of the movie theater as a retrieval
key, and retrieves the area of the commercial
domain of the movie theater, that is, the covering
range (S5). For example, in the example shown in
FIG. 7, the following information about the

20 covering range of the movie theater 'aaa' is
retrieved by referring to the movie theater
location master 5 wusing the name of the movie
theater 'aaa'.

* Location: Town aa in Ward aa

25 * Non-distributable area: in Ward aa, in Ward



15 retrieved name of the novie theater as a retrieval key, and retrieves
the area of the commercial domain of the novie theater, that is, the
covering range (S5) . For exanple, in the exanple shown in FIG 7, the
fol l ow ng information about the 20 covering range of the novie theater
‘aaa’ is 25 retrieved by referring to the novie theater. location master 5
using the name of the nobvie theater 'aaa'. *Location: Town as in Ward as
Non-distributable area: in Ward aa, in Wardpl2 5 az Area A (vicinal area
except the non- distributable area): in Prefecture as *Area B (distant
area): other areas Then, the master reference unit 12 searches the nenber
information master 7 shown in FIG 9 wusing the ID of the user (client) who
issued a distribution request fromthe termnal 23 as a retrieval key,
and retrieves the@rea to which the 10 address of the menber bel ongs (for
exanpl e, Town as in Ward aa). .

* Area A (vicinal area except the non-
distributable area): in Prefecture aa

*Area B (distant area): other areas

5 Then, the master reference unit 12 searches
the member information master 7 shown in FIG. 9
using the ID of the user (client) who issued a
distribution request from the terminal 23 as a
retrieval key, and retrieves the area to which the

10 address of the member belongs (for example, Town aa
in Ward aa).

The determination unit 13 compares the area of
the showing movie theater (covering range) of the
film retrieved in S5 with the address of the member,

15 and announces the prohibition of distribution if
the non-distributable area matches the area to
which the address of the member belongs. Otherwise,
the determination unit 13 determines that contents
can be distributed. When the determination unit 13

20 determines that contents can be distributed, the
fee setting wunit 14 sets a high fee when the
address of the member refers to the vicinity of the
location of the showing movie theater, a medium fee

when the address refers to the medium distance from

25 the location, and a low fee when the address refers



The determ nation unit 13 conpares the area of the showi ng novie theater
(covering range) of the filmretrieved in S5 with the address of the
menber, 15 and announces the prohibition of distribution if the
non-di stri butabl e area matches the area to which the address of the nenber
bel ongs. Gtherwise, the determnation unit 13 determ nes that contents

can be distributed. Wien the determ nation unit 13 20 determ nes that
contents can be distributed, the fee settijgg unit 14 sets a high fee when
the address of the nmenber refers to the vicinity of the |ocation of the
showi ng novie theater, a nediumfee when the address refers to the nmedi um
di stance from 25 the |location, and a | ow fee when the address refers 13 to
a long distance fromthe location (the fee is calculated and set depending
on the flowchartstostdwhona Migtarze hfsagh V)Y Skpcathenf egheet feag imit 14

di splays on the 5 Eerqlnal 23 the fee conputed in S7 as the fee for the
distribution of tRE&FEHALESS) 2nfhesethe dePendingr e€R withe t d owhaarits of

Lhe e, L, Uoer spbha"aH g o SRt g pavrent of the fee s

The fee 'setting unit 14 displays on the

5 terminal 23 the fee computed in S7 as the fee for
the distribution of the film (S8). When the user
agrees with the payment of the fee, the user
transmits the reply that the payment of the fee is
accepted to the server 1, and control is passed to

10 step S9.

The uéer activates the software such as moving
picture payback software, for example, Media Player
(registered trademark), Real Player (registered
trademark), Quick Time (registered trademark), etc.

15 operated on the browser activated in S1 on the
terminal 23 (S9).

The distribution unit 15 distributes the
digital signal of the film as the moving picture
(movie) for moving picture software activated in §9

20 to the terminal 23 through the network 22 (for
example, Internet).

The distribution unit 15 can perform what is
called stream-distribution in which contents are
not stored as data. It is also possible to store

25 contents on a hard disk of the terminal 23 such



The user activates the software such as noving picture payback software,
for exanple, Media Player (registered trademark), Real Player (registered
trademark), Quick Time (registered trademark), etc. 15 operated on the
browser activated in S1 on the termnal 23 (S9). The distribution unit 15
distributes the digital signal of the filmas the noving picture (novie)
for nmoving picture software activated in S9 20 to the term nal 23 through
the network 22 (for exanple, Internet). Thg distribution unit 15 can
performwhat is called streamdistribution in which contents are not
stored as data. It is also possible to store 25 contents on a hard di sk of
the termnal 23 such 14 that the contents cannot be copied to other

appli ances, but can be played back only by the ternminal 23, read and

di spl ayed as novi #§a8i ctthes cantBnthe fadinetoutiprit sppuedanéousiotimr af t er

the 5 distribution is carried out. Furthernmore, the distribution can be
perforned such théatppjdﬁné:rﬁss BRS ofRY ke plRhpsebabRCéncenpyr by the

AL % It A R L

with the audio output simultaneously or after the

5 distribution is carried out. Furthermore, the

distribution can be performed such that contents

can only be played back once per distribution. 1In

any case, the user can enjoy the moving pictures

and audio displayed and distributed on the screen

10 of the terminal 23, or <can play back on the

terminal 23 the digital signals stored on the hard

disk later to display moving pictures and output
audio.

As described above, the user can activate a

15 browser on the terminal 23, connect it to the

server 1, obtain a list of contents (for example, a

list of movies)from the home page'of the server 1,

and selects (or specifies) desired contents from

the list. The server 1 retrieves a showing place of

20 the contents selected (or specified) by the user

(for example, the place of a movie theater),

retrieves the address of the user from the member

information about the user, compares them, computes

the fee, and notifies the user of the computed fee.

25 When the user agrees with the payment of the fee,



10 of the termnal 23, or can play back on the termnal 23 the digital
signals stored on the hard disk later to display noving pictures and
out put audi o. As described above, the user can activate a 15 browser on
the termnal 23, connect it to the server 1, obtain a list of contents (for
exanple, a list of novies)fromthe hone page of the server 1, and selects
(or specifies) desired contents from the list. The server 1 retrieves a
showi ng place of 20 the contents selected (@ specified) by the user (for
exanple, the place of a novie theater), retrieves the address of the user
fromthe nenber information about the user, conpares them conputes the
fee, and notifies the user of the conputed fee. 25 Wen the user agrees
with the paynment of the fee, 15 the server 1 outputs the contents (for
exanpl e, novi es) H& t RETVEEN hal WUty oddie t Aententam (E9st raxamplen, etc.
Thus, it is possible.to set an_ _appropriate fee and provide an opportunity
to enjoy 5 cont enf©VEESi edP f fh& hawEMads dder Shaudut they aditrepamhe
comer ci al domai n Qf i Nng NoVvi e heater, etc. by utjlizing the nenber
S f Herkip €

a.sh .
i nf or mati on. Sequenﬁ%ﬁ#%ﬁ%(%ﬂﬂi%ﬁﬁ'be QWP t nibedsi 1P © set an

appropriate fee and provide an opportunity to enjoy
5 confents (movies) for a number of users without
invading the commercial domain of a showing movie
theater, etc. by utilizing the member information.
Sequentially described below in detail are the
operations of distributing system. FIG. 3 1is a
10 flowchart (1) showing the detailed operations of
the distributing system according to the present
invention. The operations of determining the
possibility of the distribution based on the
address of a member and the location of a showing
15 movie theater, and setting the distribution fee are
described below in detail by referring to FIG. 3.
In FIG. 3, after the above mentioned process
in S6 shown in FIG. 2, the determination unit 13
compares the address of the user retrieved from the
20 member information master 7 based on the ID of the
user with the location of the showing movie theater
and a non-distributable area retrieved from the
movie theater location master 5 based on the title
of the contents (title of film) selected by the
25 user (S11).



operations of distributing system FIG 3 is a 10 flowhart (1) show ng
the detail ed operations of the distributing systemaccording to the present
i nvention. The operations of determning the possibility of the

di stribution based on the address of a nenmber and the |ocation of a
showi ng 15 novie theater, and setting the distribution fee are described
below in detail by referring to FIG 3. In FIG 3, after the above
mentioned process in S6 shown in FIG 2, ﬁ?e determ nation unit 13
conpares the address of the user retrieved fromthe 20 nmenber information
master 7 based on the ID of the wuser with the |ocation of the show ng
novie theater and a non-distributable area retrieved fromthe novie
theater |l ocation naster 5 based on the title of the contents (title of
film selected by the ZZbeystetgigninatien Thaidetlsy miebéimhnasni whkkher
determ nes whether or not the address of the user retrieved fromthe
nmenber i nf or mat i oR Tnder tﬁesﬁ&%qsﬁ REG tbénﬂ%esreﬁlrﬁ@vextaﬁrgm dthet he
novi e theater show n the | m5 selected by the user or _th

non-di st ri but abl e™&F ioANE N et hRId T r IV Rel RobiE - tﬁeé\aérche@catl on
master 5 shown intEEGlocééggg'o%ftggSmOVLe:%heater showing the film
5 selected by the user or the non-distributable area,
which is retrieved from the movie theater location
master 5 shown in FIG. 7 (S12). If YES, it 1is
determined that the address of the user matches the
location of the movie theater or the non-
10 distributable area. Therefore, the determination
unit 13 sets the prohibition of distribution (S13),
and the message (for example, a message "Since the
film 1is road-shown in the area of the user, it
cannot be distributed through a network." is
15 transmitted to the user, thereby terminating the
process. If NO, control is passed to step S14.

If it is deéetermined NO in S12, then the
determination unit 13 determines whether or not the
address of the user belongs to the area A (for

20 example, the location of the movie theater or the
vicinal area of the non-distributable area) (S14).
If it is determined YES, then it is determined that
the address of the user belongs to the area A, and
the fee setting unit 14 sets a high fee (for

25 example, the fee equal to or a little higher than



determ ned that the address of the user matches the |ocation of the novie
theater or the non 10 distributable area. Therefore, the determ nation
unit 13 sets the prohibition of distribution (S13), and the nessage (for
exanpl e, a nessage "Since the filmis road-shown in the area of the user,
it cannot be distributed through a network." is 15 transmtted to the
user, thereby termnating the process. If NO control is passed to step
S14. If it is determined NOin S12, then thg determ nation unit 13

determ nes whet her or not the address of the user belongs to the area A
(for 20 exanple, the location of the novie theater or the vicinal area of
the non-distributable area) (S14). |If it is determned YES, then it is
determ ned that the address of the user belongs to the area A, and the
fee setting unit Ifesepdmishiigh féer(fdre 23cadanghew)(Bé5) ee Epréd tay or a
little higher than 17 the adm ssion for the road show) (S15), there by
returning control FEFYEBLh &R GEPFIED $B) TRhGWnpyn JdGi By a Thiugh by

di stribution fee g%r t.he COQ%? ts,to__the area_near. the novie theater

showing the 5 sel 88t&d ot Mt %) HREFHROFHRY £Rict 68T cohfecor&ientgorkd n of
the movie theater ¢an hgayoifded, 14 NO povie theater showing the

5 selected contents, the disorder in the commercial
domain of the movie theater can be avoided. If NO,
then control is passed to S16.

If NO in S14, the determination unit 13
determines that the address of the user belongs to

10 the area B (S16). The fee setting unit 14 sets a
low fee (S17), and control is passed to (B) shown
in FIG. 2. Although the two settings of the fee,
that is, a high fee and a low fee, are described
above, the values of the fee can be sequentially

15 set from highest to lowest by classifying and
assigning the respective values to the areas based
on the distance, the time required to reach, etc.
from the address of the user to the location of the
movie theater.

20 As described above, the address retrieved from
the member information master 7 based on the ID of
the user is classified into the same area, the
vicinal area, the other area, etc. and assigned
distribution prohibition, a high fee, a low fee,

25 etc. with the location of the movie theater showing



then control is passed to S16. If NOin S14, the determ nation unit 13
determ nes that the address of the user belongs to 10 the area B (S16)
The fee setting unit 14 sets a low fee (S17), and control is passed to (B)
shown in FIG 2. Although the two settings of the fee, that is, a high
fee and a | ow fee, are described above, the values of the fee can be
sequentially 15 set from highest to | owest by classifying and assigning

t he respective values to the areas based o the distance, the tine
required to reach, etc. fromthe address of the user to the |ocation of
the novie theater. 20 As descri bed above, the address retrieved from the
menber information nmaster 7 based on the ID of the user is classified into
the sane area, the vicinal area, the other area, etc. and assi gned
distribution prohithet iSflectes grontrnts @émﬁhéenO@Sdéﬁﬁrlhmﬁﬁbﬂﬁeanﬁﬁu|on

of the novie thea%er showing 18 the selected contents or th
non-di stri but abl e AXER % naFﬁ?BnECCBGﬁtt@ﬁuﬁ??&@%@ﬁtéﬁ?§ Eedeanypl e,

L oens Shream s o e L TON s Byl B SR e s by

utilizing number of users (clients) can be provided with an
5 opportunity of enjoying the contents by utilizing
the member information without disordering the

commercial domains of the existing movie theaters.
FIG. 4 1s a flowchart (2) for detailed
explanation of the present invention. The
10 operations performed when a distribution fee is set
are described in detail by referring to FIG. 4
based on when the contents are to be distributed,
that 1is, before the movie theater shows the
contents, during showing the contents, or after the

15 movie theater shows the contents.

First, after S6 shown in 'FIG. 2, the
determination unit 13 compares the address of the
user retrieved from the member information master 7
based on the ID of the user with the location of
20 the movie theater or the non-distributable area
retrieved from the movie theater location master 5
based on the title of the contents (title of the
film) selected by the user, thereby determining
whether or not the address of the user belongs to

25 the area A (adjacent area) (S21).



the nenber information without disordering the comrercial domains of the
existing novie theaters. FIG 4 is a flowhart (2) for detailed

expl anation of the present invention. The 10 operations perfornmed when a
distribution fee is set are described in detail by referring to FIG 4
based on when the contents are to be distributed, that is, before the
novi e theater shows the contents, during show ng the contents, or after
the 15 novie theater shows the contents. Fgst, after S6 shown in FIG 2,
the determination unit 13 conpares the address of the wuser retrieved from
the nenber information nmaster 7 based on the ID of the user with the

| ocation of 20 the novie theater or the non-distributable area retrieved
fromthe novie theater |ocation naster 5 based on the title of the
contents (title of the Ifi INg igel3ledibyishdetseminttertthy deferfariayiag
whet her or not the address of the user belongs to 25 the area A (adjacent
area) (S21). 19 |f MONV1theatessdehomiingedhchaconthenes aselenten\de

t heaters showi ng the contents selected by the user in the adjacent areas
of the address of tPehe13REr 1Nard g hedpascesst (35RpUNPE thesetddsensr md

the user, and the fee setting unit 14 sets a normal
5 fee (S22), and control is returned to (B) shown in
FIG. 2. If YES, control is passed to S$23.

If YES in S21, the master reference unit 12
refers to the showing movie theater master 4 using
the name of the movie theater in the area adjacent

10 to the address of the user obtained in S21, and
retrieves the running term of the contents selected
by the user. Then, the determination wunit 13
determines based on the retrieved running term
whether or not the contents selected by the user

15 match the contents (for example, film) to be shown
in the movie theater in the near future (S23). If
'YES, it is determined that the contents are being
distributed before the running term, the fee
setting unit 14 sets a high fee (S24), and control

20 is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2. If NO, control
is passed to S25.

If NO in S23, then the determination unit 13
determines based on the running term whether or not
the movie theater is showing the contents selected

25 by the user (825). If YES, it is determined that



5 fee (S22), and control is returned to (B) showmn in FIG 2. If YES,
control is passed to S23. If YES in S21, the master reference unit 12
refers to the showing novie theater master 4 using the nanme of the novie
theater in the area adjacent 10 to the address of the user obtained in S21,
and retrieves the running termof the contents selected by the user.
Then, the determnation unit 13 determ nes based on the retrieved running
term whether or not the contents selected fiy the user 15 match the
contents (for exanple, film to be shown in the novie theater in the near
future (S23). If YES, it is determned that the contents are being

di stributed before the running term the fee setting unit 14 sets a high
fee (S24), and conH{ Zg is returned to (B) shown in FIG 2. If NO
control is passed®% B25M S NepiRdSERoWwmenthte fot eset titng onndni t14.3
determ nes based aon . the r ether or not, the novie theater is

nni n
showi ng t he conterﬁeJcsse‘il eg?ﬁd g?}eﬁ Athe YSH fhgn)the Righ ifee) sedetidt mi ned

that 20 the filmi the fe settl unlé.é4 ts a f ee,
somewhat | ower thé% Lé?? &ntrﬁ %g%ﬁ céﬁ r SR it ur ned
to (B) shown in prg. . If NO, then it is determined that the
5 contents have been shown in the movie theater, the
fee setting unit 14 sets a low fee (827), and

control 1is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2 as
described above.
Thus, when there are no movie theaters in the
10 areas adjacent to the address retrieved from the
member information master 7 based on the ID of the
user, and 1f there are movie theaters in the
adjacent area, then a normal fee, a high fee, a fee
a little lower than the high fee, and a low fee are
15 set for the period before the showing, the period
during the showing, and the period after the
showing, and the contents (for example, film) are
stream-distributed when the user agrees with the
payment. Thus, it is possible for a larger number
20 of wusers (clients) to have the opportunity of
enjoying the contents without disordering the
commercial domain of the existing movie theaters.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart (3) showing the detailed
operations according to the present invention. The

25 operations performed when the distribution fee is



FIG 2. If NO then it is determned that the 5 contents have been shown in
the novie theater, the fee setting unit 14 sets a |low fee (S27), and
control is returned to (B) shown in FIG 2 as described above. Thus, when
there are no novie theaters in the 10 areas adjacent to the address
retrieved fromthe nenber information master 7 based on the ID of the
user, and if there are novie theaters in the adjacent area, then a normal
fee, a high fee, a fee alittle [ower thanthe high fee, and a low fee are
15 set for the period before the showi ng, the period during the show ng,
and the period after the showi ng, and the contents (for exanple, filn) are
stream di stri buted when the user agrees with the paynent. Thus, it is
possible for a larger nunber 20 of users (clients) to have the opportunity
of enjoying the €6kt RR%EN PRoUth&li s8Pderh njhe halembmmeate aldegomdibedof t he
exi sting novie thgﬁ ers., FIG 5.is a flowhart (3) show ng the detailed
operations accord ﬁgowolphgeﬁﬁééent i nvention. The 25 operations performnmed

iren e O BLE U0 Y808, 21 ZALLBSSE O, 208,01 . TIPS L0
determination unit 13 determines whether of not the
5 age of the user retrieved <£from the member
information master 7 based on the ID of the user is
equal to or higher than a predetermined age (for
example, 60 or older) (S831). If YES, it is
determined that the age of the user is equal to or
10 higher than the predetermined age (for example, 60
or older), and the fee setting unit 14 sets a
'silver fee' (for example, half the normal fee) as
a distribution fee (S32), and control is returned
to (B) shown in FIG. 2. If NO, then control is

15 passed to step S33.
If NO in 831, the determination unit 13
determines whether or not the age of the member is
a predetermined age or lower (S33). For example,
the determination unit 13 determines whether or not
20 the age of the member is equal to or lower than the
predetermined age. If YES, it is determined that
the age of the member is equal to or lower than the
predetermined age (for example, 18 or lower), the
fee setting unit 14 sets a 'child fee' (for example,

25 half the normal fee) as a distribution fee (S534),



First, after S6 shown in FIG 2, the determnation unit 13 determ nes

whet her of not the 5 age of the user retrieved fromthe nenber information
master 7 based on the ID of the user is equal to or higher than a
predeterm ned age (for exanple, 60 or older) (S31). If YES, it is

determ ned that the age of the user is equal to or 10 higher than the
predeterm ned age (for exanple, 60 or older), and the fee setting unit 14
sets a 'silver fee' (for exanple, half thesnornal fee) as a distribution
fee (S32), and control is returned to (B) shown in FIG 2. If NO then
control is 15 passed to step S33. If NOin S31, the determination unit 13
determ nes whet her or not the age of the nenber is a predeterm ned age or
| ower (S33) . For exanple, the determ nation unit 13 determ nes whet her or

not 20 the age of 2PRe GRS iiS Seffatrned oko | 6Ber shRER ihe FIredot erlfi ned
age. If YES, it to or

oo, 11 YES, LU Rlel Sl et LIBE, L0g,2ge of e menber, s gaual Lo
L0 o SHBEA, AR, (495 S IR S g SR ek
2. If (B) shown in FIG. 2.

5 As described above, the 'silver fee' (for
example, half the normal fee), the 'child fee' (for
example, half the normal fee), the normal fee are
respectively set for the age higher than a
predetermined age (for example, 60 or higher), the

10 age lower than a predetermined age (for example, 18
or lower), or other ages of the user retrieved from
the member information master 7 based on the ID of
the user, and when the user agrees with the payment,
the contents (for example, film) are stream-

15 distributed, etc. Thus, the member information can
be utilized such that a larger number of users
(clients) can be provided with an opportunity of
enjoying the contents without disordering the
commercial domain.

20 FIG. 6 is a flowchart (4) of the detailed
operations according to the present invention. By
referring to FIG. 6, the operations performed when
a distribution fee is set based on the information
about the member as to whether or not the member is

25 a special member are described in detail.



NO, the fee setting unit 14 sets a norma

and control is returned to (B) shown in FIG 2. 5 As described above,

"silver fee'
half the normal fee), the normal fee are respectively set for the
age higher than a predeterm ned age (for exanple, 60 or higher), the 10
age lower than a predeterm ned age (for exanple, 18 or |ower), or other
ages of the user
t he user, and when the user agrees wth the paynent, the
contents (for exanple, film are stream 15 distributed, etc. Thus, the
menber information can be utilized such that a | arger nunber of users

exanpl e,

the I D of

(clients) can be provided with an opportunity of

(for

exanple, half the normal fee), the 'child fee' (for

retrieved from the menberysi nformati on master 7 based

enj oyi ng the contents

fee as a distribution fee (S35),

t he

on

wi t hout di sordering t heF1&&kmerdieRr defmishowro M GFI6.i £.a Fhewswster 4) of
operagions according&Eahthe present invention. By referring

t he det ai

to FIG 6, the opéf

a speci al

| ed

10

i5

20

25
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retrieval key. The determination unit 13 determines

whether or not the user has been recorded as a
special member (for example, a member who has
recorded the information about a handicap level,
the presence/absence of an infant, etc.) based on
the retrieval result (S41). If YES, control is

passed to S42. If NO, the normal fee is set as the

fee, and control is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2.

If YES in S41, it is determined that the user
is a special member, and the fee setting unit 14
reads the special member information about the user
from the special member master 8. The special
member information can |Dbe, for example, the
information about the handicap level and the
presence/absence of an infant. Then, the fee
setting unit 14 sets a predetermined low fee for a
special member (S43) based on the special member
information (for example, a handicap level, the
presence/absence of an infant, etc.) read in S42,
and control 1is returned to (B) shown in FIG. 2.
Thus, when a user 1s a special member, it is

possible to provide the contents (for example,

ER I CTESt r ithGt | SRecd@li s e SFased

on the informatio ut, t he _nenber to ether or, not the nmber is
nmenber &Fg%gg § Bgawpnl@etgﬁf'_ %2,“ Usifg “tne user” 1B7as' a

25



First, after S6 shown in FIG 2, the master reference unit 12 retrieves
the special nmenber naster 8 shown in FIG 11 using the user ID as a
retrieval key. The determination unit 13 determ nes 5 whether or not the
user has been recorded as a special nenber (for exanple, a nenber who has
recorded the information about a handicap |evel, the presence/absence of
an infant, etc.) based on the retrieval result (S41). If YES, control is
10 passed to S42. If NO the normal fee isq et as the fee, and control is
returned to (B) shown in FIG 2. |If YESin S$S41, it is determ ned that the
user is a special nenber, and the fee setting unit 14 reads the speci al
menber information about the user 15 fromthe special nmenber master 8. The
speci al nenber information can be, for exanple, the information about the
handi cap | evel anditAe apr éséreelabegnsbans aamoirmednmenbeen, the fee
setting unit 14 sets a %%edeterqined | ow fee for a 20 special menber (S43)
based on the special nefiferdesGHihatht 2BAVef oPYexafa @ ing hahei spsdiadel

the presence/ absence of an infant, etc¢c.) read in S42, and control is
returned to (B) sWSWﬁanmﬁﬁégréap 9%%%5 ﬁﬂeﬁgﬁ ddercf sthe speeral andmver, it

I's 25 possible tofgreovjisdesg@e foornt gntsspe(gi%rl er)égrggtle?’ according to the
5 information about the special member information
(for example, the information about a handicap
level, the presence/absence of an infant, etc.),
and stream-distributes the contents (for example,
film) when the user agrees with the payment of the
10 fee. Thus, a larger number of users (such as the
handicapped, those having infants, etc. assigned a
lower fee) can be provided with an opportunity to
enjoy the contents utilizing the member information
without disordering the commercial domain of an

15 existing movie theater.

FIG. 7 shows an example of the data structure
of a movie theater location master. The movie
theater location master 5 records the following
information shown in FIG. 7 with each piece of

20 informaﬁion associated with each other.

- Name of a movie theater

- Location

- Non-distributable area

- Area A (an adjacent area except the location

25 or a non-distributable area)



24 film at a fee lower than a normal menber. As described above, by
searching the special nenber master 8 based on the ID of the user, a | ow
fee is set for a special nmenber according to the 5 information about the
speci al nmenber information (for exanple, the information about a handi cap
| evel , the presence/absence of an infant, etc.), and streamdistributes
the contents (for exanple, film when the user agrees wth the paynent of
the 10 fee. Thus, a larger nunber of users fssuch as the handi capped, those
having infants, etc. assigned a |ower fee) can be provided with an
opportunity to enjoy the contents utilizing the nmenber information

w t hout disordering the commercial domain of an 15 existing novie theater.
FIG 7 shows an exanple of the data structure of a novie theater |ocation
master. The novie theat drédcdhtidh dea edistantofemtdeed od) owi ng
information showmn in FIG_7 wth each piece of 20 information associated
with each other. Nane of &F e theater Location Non-distributable area

Area A (an adj acent are%h%X9ﬁ9$iéh%h£% %&lofocation master 5 records

the information about the location and the

5 commercial domain (covering range) of each movie
theater. Based on the covering range recorded in
the movie theater location master 5, the server 1
determines which the address of the user refers to,
a non-distributable area, an area A, or an area B,

10 and can set the prohibition of distribution, a high
fee, or a low fee, thereby providing a larger
number of users with an opportunity to enjoy film
{contents) without disordering the commercial
domain of an existing movie theater.

15 FIG. 8 shows an example of the data structure
of a movie theater. In the film master 6, the
following information is recorded for each of the
contents with each piece of information associated
with each other.

20 - Title of film (title of contents)

- Distribution term
- Name of showing movie theater
- Fee in area A

Example 1: 800 yen for age of 60 or

25 over, 1,000 yen for age of 18 or over, and 500 yen



25 or a non-distributable area) 25 Area B (an area distant fromarea A

O hers The novie theater |ocation naster 5 records the infornmation about
the location and the 5 commercial domain (covering range) of each novie
theater. Based on the covering range recorded in the novie theater

| ocation master 5, the server 1 determ nes which the address of the user
refers to, a non-distributable area, an area A, or an area B, 10 and can
set the prohibition of distribution, a highg fee, or a |ow fee, thereby
providing a larger nunber of users with an opportunity to enjoy film
(contents) w thout disordering the cormmercial domain of an existing novie
theater. 15 FIG 8 shows an exanple of the data structure 20 of a novie
theater. In the filmnmaster 6, the following information is recorded for
each of the cont &Rt's ag@iet Mnelgeh 18i ece of information associated with each

other. Title of film(title of contents% Distribution term Nane of show ng
nmovi e t heat er - Example 2: 1,100 yen for age over 18,

and 600 yen for age under 18

Fee in area B

5 - Example 1: 500 yen
- Example 2: 600 yen

By recording the above mentioned information
as associated with each other in the film master 6,
the server 1 can manage the contents in the

10 distribution term, that is, in the distribution
right retention term in which the contents can be
distributed to the user through the network 22.
Additionally, the fee setting unit 14 can set the
corresponding fee shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 for the

15 ages 60 or over, 18 or over, under 18, area A
(adjacent area), area B (other areas), etc. Thus, a
larger number of users can be provided with the
opportunity to enjoy film (contents) at a lower fee
without disordering the commercial domain of the

20 existing movie theaters showing the film.

FIG. 9 shows an example of the data structure
of a member information master. The member
information master 7 contains the following
information about each member.

25 - member ID



Fee in area A Exanple 1: 800 yen for age of 60 or 25 over, 1,000 yen for
age of 18 or over, and 500 yen 26 5 for age under 18 Exanple 2: 1,100 yen
for age over 18, and 600 yen for age under 18 Fee in area B Exanple 1: 500
yen Exanple 2: 600 yen By recording the above nentioned information as
associated wth each other in the filmmster 6, the server 1 can nanage
the contents in the 10 distribution term that is, in the distribution
right retention termin which the contentsjgan be distributed to the user
through the network 22. Additionally, the fee setting unit 14 can set the
corresponding fee shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 for the 15 ages 60 or over, 18 or
over, under 18, area A (adjacent area), area B (other areas), etc. Thus, a
| ar ger nunber of users can be provided with the opportunity to enjoy film
(contents) at a | ower feeéamgthout disordering the conmercial domain of the
20 existing novie theaters showing the film
- address
- age
- gender
5 - others
By recording the information about each member
in the member information master 7, the server 1
can retrieve the address, the age, etc. of the user
from ‘the member information master 7 and set the
10 corresponding fee according to the information with
a larger number of users provided with the
opportunity to enjoy'film (contents) at a lower fee
without disordering the commercial domain of the
existing movie theaters showing the film.
15 FIG. 10 shows an example of the data structure
of a showing movie theater master. The showing
movie theater master 4 contains the following
information about the contents shown in the movie
theater.
20 - name of a movie theater
- title of film
- running term
- others

By recording the information about the

25 contents shown in each movie theater in the showing



FIG 9 shows an exanple of the data structure of a menber information
master. The nenber information master 7 contains the foll ow ng
i nformati on about each nenber. 25 nenber ID 27 5 nane address age
gender others By recording the information about each nenber in the
menber information master 7, the server 1 can retrieve the address, the
age, etc. of the user fromthe nenber information master 7 and set the 10
corresponding fee according to the informatjgon with 15 20 a | arger number
of users provided with the opportunity to enjoy film (contents) at a |ower
fee wthout disordering the comercial domain of the existing novie
theaters showing the film FIG 10 shows an exanple of the data structure
of a showi ng novie theater naster. The show ng .
movie theater master 4, the server 1 can retrieve
the movie theater showing the film (contents)
selected by the user from the showing movie theater
master 4 and set the corresponding fee according to
5 the information with a larger number of users
provided with the film (contents) at a lower fee
without disordering the commercial domain.
FIG. 11 shows an example of the data structure
of a specific member master. The special member
10 master 8 contains the following information about a
member recorded as a specific member.
- user ID (specific member ID)
+ name
- address
15 - age
- handicap level
- presence/absence of a child
- others
By recording the information about a specific
20 member in the special member master 8, the server 1
can set a low fee if the user requesting the
distribution of film (contents) is a specific
member with a larger number of users provided with

the film (contents) without disordering the

25 commercial domain of the existing movie theater,



novie theater master 4 contains the followng information about the
contents shown in the novie theater. name of a novie theater title of
filmrunning term others By recording the information about the 25
contents shown in each novie theater in the showi ng 28 novi e theater naster
4, the server 1 can retrieve the novie theater show ng the film (contents)
sel ected by the user fromthe show ng novie theater master 4 and set the
corresponding fee according to 5 the inforngtion with a Iarger nunmber of
users provided with the film (contents) at a | ower fee wthout

di sordering the commercial domain. FIG 11 shows an exanple of the data
structure of a specific nenber master. The special member 10 master 8
contains the following informati on about a mnenber recorded as a specific
menber. user ID (§8€cific nmenber 1D) nane address 15 age

The server 1 and each of the terminals 10 and
23 can be configured using the computer as shown in
FIG. 12. A computer 30 shown in FIG. 12 comprises a

5 CPU 31, memory 32, an input device 33, an output
device 34, an external storage device 35, a medium
drive device 36, and a network connection device 37.
These components are interconnected through a bus
38.

10 The memory 32 comprises, for example, ROM
(read only memory), RAM, etc., and stores a program
and data for use in a process. The CPU 31 performs
a necessary process by executing a program using
the memory 32.

15 Each component configuring the above mentioned
server 1 1is stored as a program in a specific
program code segment of the memory 32. The'input
device 33 1is, for example, a keyboard, a pointing
device, a touch panel, etc., and is used 1in

20 inputting an instruction and information from a
user. The output device 34 is, for example, a
display, a printer, etc., and is used in outputting
an inquiry, a process result, etc.

The external storage device 35 is, for example,

25 a magnetic disk device, an optical disk device, a



handi cap | evel

information about a specific 20 nenber in the special nmenber master 8,
server 1 can set a lowfee if the user requesting the distribution of

film(contents)
provi ded with

presence/ absence of a child others By recording the

is a specific nenber wth a |arger nunmber of users

t he

the film (contents) w thout disordering the 25 comerci al

domai n of the existing novie theater, 29 etc. The server 1 and each of the
termnals 10 and 23 can be configured using the conputer as shown in

12. A conputer 30 shown in FIG 12 conprises a 5 CPU 31, nenory 32, an
i nput device 33, an output device 34, an external storage device 35, a

medi um drive device 36, and a network connection device 37. These
conponents are interconnected thro%g£$a bus 38. 10 The nenory 32

conprises, for ex&FFNetoromtiGadad

FI G

kK megyigp, RAMjcetc.,Thad stares a

program and data for .use in a process. The CPU 31 perforns a necessary
process by execut M§§taoMEGyr ARABKATY aM: ndwbRy 3pe stored in  the

10

15

20

25

external storage device 35 to load them into the
memory 32 for use as necessary.

The medium drive device 36 drives a portable
storage medium 39, and accesses the contents stored
on it. The portable storage medium 39 can be a
computer-readable storage medium such as a memory
card, a memory stick, a flexible disk, CD-ROM
(compact disc read only memory), an optical disk, a
magneto-optic disk, a DVD (digital versatile disk),
etc. The above mentioned program and data can be
stored on the portable storage medium 39 for use as
necessary by loading them into the memory 32.

The network connection device 37 communicates
with other devices through the network 9 or 22
(circuit) and converts data for communications, and
can receive the above mentioned program and data
from an external device.

FIG. 13 shows a computer-readable storage
medium and a transmission signal capable of
providing the computer 30 shown in FIG. 12 with a
program and data.

The present invention can also be configured

as a computer-readable portable storage medium 39



15 Each conponent configuring the above nentioned server 1 is stored as a
programin a specific programcode segnent of the nenory 32. The i nput
device 33 is, for exanple, a keyboard, a pointing device, a touch panel,
etc., and is used in 20 inputting an instruction and information from a
user. The output device 34 is, for exanple, a display, a printer, etc.,
and is used in outputting an inquiry, a process result, etc. The external
storage device 35 is, for exanple, 25 a magnetic disk device, an optical
di sk device, a 30 nmagneto-optical disk device, etc. The above nentioned
program and data are stored in the external storage device 35 to | oad them
into the nenory 32 for use as necessary. 5 The nmedium drive device 36
drives a portable storage nedium 39, and accesses the contents stored on
it. The portable é‘tséfjagénrre%il GBIt be Liremputidr - Eeadedi Eom othge
medi um such as a car J_alrrermr stick, a erX|bIe di sk, CD- ROM 10

(compact di sc reag%('ilﬁlty}oﬁérro?’;}‘} &n B%t thaseqizsial léedrrd@he?@)cbptaﬁc thiesk, a

DVD (digital versg dISK% above nentloQUQ ram and dat a
can be stored on % g%por'td ?%9%?%ra§8n Hamt38"For g present
invention.
5 In the embodiments, a program used to direct a

computer to perform the process similar to that
performed by the server 1 and the terminals 10 and
23 can be stored in advance on the computer-
readable portable storage medium 39, read by the
10 computer 30 from the portable storage medium 39 as
shown in FIG. 13, temporarily stored in the memory
32 of the computer 30 or the external storage
device 35, and read and executed by the CPU 31 of
the computer 30.
15 Furthermore, a transmission signal to be
transmitted through a line 41 (transmission medium)
when a program is downloaded into the computer 30
by a program (data) provider 40 can also direct a
general-purpose computer to perform the functions
20 corresponding to each of the devices explained by
referring to the above mentioned embodiments of the
present invention.
The embodiments of the present invention have
been explained above, but the present invention is

25 not limited to the above mentioned embodiments, but




necessary by loading theminto the nenory 32. 15 The network connection
devi ce 37 communicates wth other devices through the network 9 or 22
(circuit) and converts data for comruni cations, and can receive the above
mentioned program and data from an external device. 20 FIG 13 shows a
conput er -readabl e storage nedium and a transm ssion signal capabl e of
provi ding the conputer 30 shown in FIG 12 with a programand data. The
present invention can also be configured 2f as a conputer-readable
portabl e storage medium 39 31 used in a conputer to direct it to perform
the functions simlar to those realized by each of the above nentioned
configurations of the present invention. 5 In the enbodi nents, a program
used to direct a conputer to performthe process simlar to that
performed by the §8fvEE P aWdlete aferiiridtslons andor2gxaaplise sodeedfi n

advance on the conputer- readable portable gtorage medi um 39, read by the
10 conputer 30 fr&RSt HE alfl Oriaye #ebfeneiBlasnednahrven crrGbel 3,

[ [ nal
Lomporart1y storedok bl PRI nda Qe 8L, 30 oF the exter

Furthermore, for example, in a commercial
5 domain of contents (pay film) to be distributed to
a terminal of a user through a network such as a
local or small TV station, CATV (cable TV), etc.
within a limited area, the presenf invention can be
applied to set the prohibition of distribution, a
10 high fee, a low fee, etc. for the contents for each
of the areas within the commercial domain, in the
vicinity (the above mentioned area A), in other
domains, etc. Thus, a larger number of user can be
provided with the opportunity to enjoy the contents
15 by utilizing the member information without
disordering the commercial domain of an existing

local or small TV station, CATV, etc.
Additionally, each unit and each master
configuring the server 1 realize a series of
20 business processes by operating in cooperation with
each other. These units and DBs can be provided in
the same server or in different servers to operate

in cooperation with each other through a network.

25 Industrial Applicability



device 35, and read and executed by the CPU 31 of the conputer 30. 15
Furthernore, a transm ssion signal to be transmtted through a line 41
(transm ssion nedium when a programis downl oaded into the conmputer 30
by a program (data) provider 40 can also direct a general-purpose conputer
to performthe functions 20 corresponding to each of the devices explained
by referring to the above nentioned enbodi nents of the present invention.
The enbodi ments of the present invention haye been expl ai ned above, but
the present inventionis 25 not limted to the above nenti oned

enbodi nents, but 32 can be a nunber of variations. For exanple, sone of
the nmethods of setting a fee expl ai ned above can be optionally conbined

wi th each other. Furthernore, for exanple, in a commercial 5 domain of
contents (pay film to Becgirsingbuttedl tehe a PERAENEI dhvgngden,t hmhegh a

networ k such as a or small TV station, CATV (cable TV), etc. wthin
alimted area, “%reé’é:@ntaF?lvér?ﬁe&rFe@anoﬁe spasdifiiad tBysat wper, it

prohi bition of dIStrIb?tlg 1eE9~ﬂ1tﬁ-éé alowfteet etc. for the
contents for each 3F85@ {EPhiS '%oﬂﬁepe'allHBnﬁPﬁtePﬁstW@n
be distributed according to the information, etc.
5 about a member (member information) and about a
movie theater, and a fee can be set, thereby
providing a larger number of users with an
opportunity to enjoy contents by utilizing the
member information without disordering an existing

10 movie theater, etc.



vicinity (the above nentioned area A), in other domains, etc. Thus, a
| ar ger nunber of user can be provided with the opportunity to enjoy the
contents 15 by utilizing the nmenber information wi thout disordering the
comercial dormain of an existing local or small TV station, CATV, etc.
Addi tionally, each unit and each master configuring the server 1 realize a
series of 20 business processes by operating in cooperation with each
ot her. These units and DBs can be provided j,n the same server or in
different servers to operate in cooperation with each other through a
network. 25 Industrial Applicability 33 According to the present invention,
when contents are selected or specified by a user, it can be determ ned
whet her or not the contents can be distributed according to the
information, etc. 5 about a nenber (nenb&@LAIMSor mati on) and about a novie
theater, and a fee can be set, thereby providing a |arger nunber of users
with an opportunity to enjoy contents by utilizing the nenber information
wi t hout disorderiqg an existing 10 novie theater, etc. 34
. A distributing method for distributing
contents through a network, comprising steps of:
5 recording a showing place in which the
cohtents are shown;
recording a destination place to which the
contents are distributed; and
determining whether or not the contents can be
10 distributed according to information about the
showing place in which the recorded contents are
shown and information about the destination place

to which the recorded contents are distributed.

15 2. The method according to <c¢laim 1, further
comprising a step of:

in said step of determining whether or not the

contents can be distributed, prohibiting the

distribution of the contents when an area to which

20 the showing place belongs matches an area to which

the destination place belongs or when the

destination place is included in a vicinal area of

the showing place.

25 3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, further



CLAIMS 1. Adistributing nethod for distributing contents through a
networ k, conprising steps of: 5 recording a show ng place in which the
contents are shown; recording a destination place to which the contents
are distributed; and determ ning whether or not the contents can be 10

di stributed according to information about the show ng place in which the
recorded contents are shown and information about the destination place
to which the recorded contents are distribuged. 15 2. The nmethod according
to claim1, further conprising a step of: in said step of determ ning
whet her or not the contents can be distributed, prohibiting the
distribution of the contents when an area to which 20 the show ng pl ace
bel ongs matches an area to which the destination place belongs or when the
destination pl aceciegpirasinded iste® wfci nal area of the showi ng place. 25
3. The method according to claim1 or 2, further 35 conprising a step of:
setting a distribution FEELEBA theddshidhusion fee for the contents

according to the information about the destination
place and the information about the showing place
5 when it 1is determined that the contents can be
distributed in the step of determining whether or

not the contents can be distributed.

4. The method according to any of claims 1

10 through 3, further comprising a step of:
setting a distribution fee for the contents
depending on a running term of the contents in the
showing place of the contents when it is determined

that the contents can be distributed in the step of

15 determining whether or not the contents can be
distributed.
5. The method according to any of claims 1

through 4, further comprising a step of:
20 recording information about a user who
receives distribution of the contents; and
setting a distribution fee of the contents
according to the recorded information about the
user when it is determined that the contents can be

25 distributed in the step of determining whether or



according to the information about the destination place and the

i nformati on about the showing place 5 when it is determ ned that the
contents can be distributed in the step of determ ning whether or not the
contents can be distributed. 4. The nethod according to any of clains 1 10
through 3, further conprising a step of: setting a distribution fee for the
contents depending on a running termof the contents in the show ng place
of the contents when it is determ ned thatythe contents can be distributed
in the step of 15 determ ning whether or not the contents can be
distributed. 5. The method according to any of clains 1 through 4, further
conprising a step of: 20 recording information about a user who receives
distribution of the contents; and setting a distribution fee of the
contents accordi r§tt heheongeotdedanntoer whtsitaribaltegt. t he user when it is
determ ned that the contents can be 25 distributed in the step of
determ ni ng whether or 36 not the contents can be distributed. 6. The

met hod accordi ng to cla&g15 erein the informatign about the user relates
to e method according to claim 5, wherein

the information about the user relates to

5 whether or not a user can receive a discount on a
fee.
7. A method for receiving distribution of

contents, comprising steps of:
10 specifying distribution of the contents; and
receiving a determination result as to whether
or not the contents can be distributed according to
information about a showing place in which the

specified contents are shown and information about

15 a destination place to which the contents are
distributed.
8. A distribution apparatus for distributing

contents through a network, comprising:

20 determination means for determining whether or
not the contents can be distributed according to
information about a showing place in which the
contents are shown and information about a
destination place to which the contents can be

25 distributed, and determining whether or not the



5 whether or not a user can receive a discount on a fee. 10 7. A nethod
for receiving distribution of contents, conprising steps of: specifying
distribution of the contents; and receiving a determnation result as to
whet her or not the contents can be distributed according to information
about a show ng place in which the specified contents are shown and

i nformati on about 15 a destination place to which the contents are
distributed. 8. A distribution apparatus fagy distributing contents through
a network, conprising: 20 determ nation means for determ ning whether or
not the contents can be distributed according to information about a
showi ng place in which the contents are shown and information about a
destination place to which the contents can be 25 distributed, and

det er ni ni ng whet hEPNGENLSt “PRe P87 ddshdisecadnse distribute; and

di stribution neans for di.s rLgu Lng the contepts to the destjnation
t hrough the network. 5 §+5kTé H%&P r- rB8A8HI e SR br agh SHEdiHR I Dr i A§ea

contents to the destination through the network.

5 9. A computer-readable storage medium storing a
program used to direct a computer to control
distribution of contents through a network,
comprising steps of:

determining whether or not the contents can be

10 distributed according to information about a
showing place in which the contents are shown and
information about a destination place to which the
contents can be distributed, and determining
whether or not the contents can be distribute; and

15 distributing the contents to the destination

through the network.

11. A program for directing a computer to control
distribution of contents through a network,

20 comprising steps of:
determining whether or not the contents can be
distributed according to information about a
showing place in which the contents are shown and
information about a destination place to which the

25 contents can be distributed, and determining



programused to direct a conputer to control distribution of contents

t hrough a network, conprising steps of: determ ning whether or not the
contents can be 10 distributed according to information about a show ng
pl ace in which the contents are shown and information about a destination
pl ace to which the contents can be distributed, and determ ning whether
or not the contents can be distribute; and 15 distributing the contents to
the destination through the network. 11. Agprogramfor directing a
conputer to control distribution of contents through a network, 20
conprising steps of: determ ning whether or not the contents can be

di stributed according to informati on about a show ng place in which the

contents are shown and information about a destination place to which the
25 contents can b&hGFEEE Bt QL &he gondemts fgn3®amsdistiaribot edotanche

contents can be distribute; agd distributing the contents to the
destination through t h&1REEROMELING 18e ACRBRBOEEr That Bhei glesit idasd@red in

a carrier wave Stt?liibﬂ%hat%%n%létt%%&r.ogr amused to direct a

5 12. A computer data signal embodied in a carrier
wave storing a computer program used to direct a
computer to control distribution of contents
through a network, comprising steps of:

determining whether or not the contents can be

10 distributed according to information about a
showing place in which the contents are shown and
information about a destination place to which the
contents can be distributed, and determining
whether or not the contents can be distribute; and

15 distributing the contents to the destination

through the network.

13. A computer program product having a computer-

readable storage lmedium storing a program code

20 module used to direct a computer to control

distribution of contents through a network,
comprising:

a program code module of determining whether

or not the contents can be distributed according to

25 information about a showing place in which the



conmputer to control distribution of contents through a network, conprising
steps of: determ ning whether or not the contents can be 10 distributed
according to informati on about a showi ng place in which the contents are
shown and information about a destination place to which the contents can
be distributed, and determ ning whether or not the contents can be
distribute; and 15 distributing the contents to the destination through

t he network. 13. A conputer program productgghavi ng a conputer- readabl e
storage nedium storing a program code 20 nodul e used to direct a conputer
to control distribution of contents through a network, conprising: a
program code nodul e of determ ni ng whether or not the contents can be
distributed according to 25 information about a showi ng place in which the
39 contents are s e ® i nfEPatIRRAbodnt  dasermation plakeuto which

the contents can b di sttr.i but e<_jL, and det eh?r,.ﬁ ni ng whether or not the
contents can be diSHORECTanE18CE pFBgr W-EBdethBdF R BN s statbutdeng t he

contents to the d%Tgt@ngy%dﬂhrgggh EggeQSE%QEG' whether or not the

contents can be distribute; and

5 a program code module of distributing the

contents to the destination through the network.



