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(57) Abstract: An assembly for storing and transporting compressed fluid, such as compressed natural gas, that includes a plurality of
hexagonally stacked pipe stored in a cargo hold in or on a vessel, that includes a lower support, side supports and a forcing mechanism
that presses strongly down on the pipes so that they cannot move relative to themselves or the vessel on which they are placed. The
friction between the pipes causes the plurality of pipes to act as part of the vessel in terms of its structure. The stacked pipe is supported
by a plurality of spacers, such as convex side up pipe segments for maintaining a gap between adjacent ones of said plurality of pipes
in a same row in said stacked pipe. A load equalizer may be located above the plurality of pipes for distributing the compressive force

from the forcing mechanism.

[Continued on next page]



WO 20207140150 A1 {7 100008000 000 0 T DT

Published:

—  with international search report (Art. 21(3))

— in black and white; the international application as filed
contained color or greyscale and is available for download
Jfrom PATENTSCOPE



