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CLAIMS:

L. A line handling system for a tugboat, the line handling system comprising an
actuatable coupling mechanism for coupling together a line of the tugboat and a line of

the marine vessel by applying a connector to the lines when actuated.

2. The line handling system of claim 1, wherein the actuatable coupling mechanism
has a line engager defining a coupling zone for receiving the lines; and
wherein the actuatable coupling mechanism is actuatable to apply the connector

to the lines when the lines are in the coupling zone.

3. The line handling system of claim 2, wherein the actuatable coupling mechanism
comprises a support for supporting the line engager, wherein the line engager is movable

relative to the support for aiding alignment of the coupling zone with the lines in use.

4. The line handling system of claim 2 or claim 3, wherein the line engager
comprises a fork having two prongs, and the coupling zone is defined by and between the

prongs.

5. The line handling system of any one of claims 2 to 4, wherein the actuatable
coupling mechanism has a sensor for detecting a presence of the lines in the coupling
zone, and for outputting a signal in dependence on the presence of the lines in the coupling
zone; and

wherein the actuatable coupling mechanism is actuatable on the basis of the signal

to apply the connector to the lines.

6. The line handling system of claim 5, wherein the actuatable coupling mechanism
is configured to automatically actuate to apply the connector to the lines to couple

together the lines, when the signal indicates the presence of the lines in the coupling zone.

7. The line handling system of claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the sensor comprises a

touch sensor and/or a proximity sensor.
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8. The line handling system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the
actuatable coupling mechanism is selectively actuatable by a user to apply the connector

to the lines to couple together the lines.

9. The line handling system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the
actuatable coupling mechanism is configured to wrap the connector around the lines when

actuated.

10. The line handling system of claim 9, wherein the actuatable coupling mechanism
is configured to twist together free ends of the connector after wrapping the connector

around the lines, thereby to hold the connector in position relative to the lines.

11. The line handling system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the

actuatable coupling mechanism is configured to cut the connector from a supply.

12. The line handling system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the

connector is a length of wire.

13. The line handling system of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the line of

the tugboat is a messenger line.

14. A tugboat for assisting a marine vessel to manocuvre, the tugboat comprising the

line handling system of any one of claims 1 to 13.

15. The tugboat of claim 14, comprising a hull having a perimeter, wherein the
actuatable coupling mechanism is for coupling together the lines when the lines are at a

predetermined region of the perimeter.

16. The tugboat of claim 15, wherein the line handling system is movable relative to
the hull so as to vary the predetermined region of the perimeter at which the actuatable

coupling mechanism is for coupling together the lines.
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17. The tugboat of claim 16, wherein the line handling system is rotatable relative to
the hull about an axis that passes through the hull so as to vary the predetermined region
of the perimeter at which the actuatable coupling mechanism is for coupling together the

lines.

18. The tugboat of any one of claims 14 to 17, wherein the actuatable coupling
mechanism is movable between a first position, at which the actuatable coupling
mechanism is actuatable to apply the connector to the lines to couple together the lines,

and a second position, at which the actuatable coupling mechanism is stowed.
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