. A method of treating the surface of a rough, plastic object .to produce a
hi gh gl oss, textured and/or coloured finish. A rapid. prototype treated
according to the present nethod assunmes the appearance of an injection
nol ded part, w thout the usual high costs associated with producing the
I njection nold. In one enbodinent, first step involves of renoving the
pores in the porous part, at |least at the outer |ayers of the part,
foll owed by a snootheni.ng process of filling the voids between the
mniature steps with a hardener to give28 snooth surface, on which further’
post - processi ng may be perforned. '

. : ABSTRACT

PLASTIC COMPONENTS WITH IMPROVED SURFACE
APPEARANCE AND METHOD OF MAKING THE SAME

A method of treating the surface of a rough, plastic object to produce
a high gloss, textured and/or coloured finish. A rapid prototype treated
according to the present method assumes the appearance of an injection
molded part, without the usual high costs associated with producing the
injection mold. In one embodiment, first step involves of removing the
pores in the porous part, at least at the outer layers of the part, followed
by a smoothening process of filling the voids between the miniature steps

with a hardener to give a smooth surface, on which further post-processing

may be performed.
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