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& (57) Abstract: This invention is generally concerned with methods, apparatus and computer program code for a computationally

& asymmetric hash function, in particular for use with symmetric cryptographic algorithms. A method of determining a computation-
ally asymmetric hash function value, the method comprising: receiving input data to be hashed; computing an asymmetric value
from said input data, said asymmetric value being computable by two methods, a first method employing at least one first parameter
and a second method employing at least one second parameter, computation of said asymmetric value by said second method being
faster than by said first method; and determining a computationally asymmetric has function value using said asymmetric value.
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