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PROCESS FOR PRODUCI NG LOW MOLECULAR PCOLYPHENYLENE
ETHER ABSTRACT A process for producing a

| ow- mol ecul ar pol yphenyl ene ether having a content of
conmponents with nol ecul ar wei,ghts of 20,000 or nore of
10 mass%or |ess and a nunbd “aver age nol ecul ar

wei ght of 4,000 or less by a redistribution reaction
whi ch involves reacting a raw pol yphenyl ene et her
haPRGCESS ROR PROBUAIN GDhOAVMOLEEULAR POLNXPHENYILENE
nore with a pol yphenol conpound and a radical
initiator, characterized i ETHHHBR t he redistribution
reaction step is a step conducted in a solvent; the
ratio of the raw pol yphenyl ene ether to the sol vent
(raw pol yphenyl ene ether % | vent) (nmass ratio) is
provided at 0.4 : 100 to 4881 (mass ratio); and
the ratio of the radical initiator to the sol vent
(radical initiator : solvent) (mass ratio) is

provi %eﬂ'ogéss 90r5pré)dlilt919g § RwPmioletdfr ggﬁgﬁer{y?etnie%}her having a

content of components with molecular weights of 20,000 or more of 10 mass% or
less and a number average molecular weight of 4,000 or less by a redistribution
reaction which involves reacting a raw polyphenylene ether having a number average
molecular weight of 10,000 or more with a polyphenol compound and a radical
initiator, characterizéd in that the redistribution reaction step is a step conducted in a
solvent; the ratio of the raw polyphenylene ether to the solvent (raw polyphenylene
ether : solvent) (mass ratio) is provided at 0.4 : 100 to 40 : 100 (mass ratio); and the
ratio of the radical initiator to the solvent (radical initiator : solvent) (mass ratio) is

provided at 0.5 : 100 to 5 : 100 (mass ratio).



