ABSTRACT METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROVI DI NG AN EFFI CI ENT CONTROL CHANNEL
STRUCTURE IN A WRELESS COMMUNI CATI ON SYSTEM Accordi ng to one aspect of the
invention, a method is provided in which a control channel used for
transmtting control information is partitioned into a plurality of
subchannel s each of which is operated at a specific data rate. For each of
one or nore user termnals, one of thg subchannels is selected based on one
or nore selection criteria for transmtting control information from an
access point to the respective user termnal. Control information is
transmtted fromthe access point Agsgprigerr ternmnal on a particul ar
subchannel selected for the respective user termnal. At the user termnal,
one or nmore subchannels are decoded to obtain control information

designated for the user termnal. Figure 7
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