
The plug comprises a hollow part 31 and  characterised in that a buoyancy
chamber is            a solid base 32 of somewhat smaller diameter
provided between two parts.            than the part 31. The hollow part 31
is    4. A drinking straw according to Claim 1            formed with six
equiangularly spaced slotted  characterised in that it is made of synthetic
apertures 33 in its wall, these apertures ex-  plastic or other material
having a relatively  70  tending throughout substantially the whole  low
density so that the straw is buoyant in the            length of the wall.
beverage with which the straw is to be used.  The straw is packed in the
bottle 10 with    5. A drinking straw according to Claim  1            the
disc 32 fitting with a smooth frictional fit characterised in that the
outer or mouthpiece        10  in the lower part 12[err] of the straw and
the  end of the straw is closed by a removable plug  75            hollow
part 31 fitting with a rather tighter  which is automatically withdrawn
when the            frictional fit against the inner wall surface of
mouthpiece is slid into the drinking position. 



the mouthpiece as shown in Fig. 13. When the    6. A drinking straw
according to Claim 1            cap 11 is removed the pressure of the air
trap-  characterised in that the outer end of the        15 ped in the
straw acting on the disc 32 presses  mouthpiece is oblique and serves to
remove  80 the latter out of the neck of the bottle 10. a disc closing the
outer end of another part            When the mouthpiece 12 is extended as
shown  when the mouthpiece is moved into the drink-            in Fig. 14
the beverage in the bottle can be  ing position.            sucked through
the part 12[err], the slotted aper-    7. A drinking straw according to
Claim 1       20  tures 33 in the wall of the plug and the open
characterised in that one of the parts is formed  85            top of the
mouthpiece.                        with peripheral corrugations which allow
it              The construction shown in Figs. 16 and 17  to contract
under longitudinal pressure and            is a modification of the
construction shown  extend when the pressure is removed.            in
Figs. 13 and 14. In this modified construc-   8. A drinking straw according
to Claim 1       25  tion the mouthpiece 12[err] slides telescopically
comprising two parts characterised in that the  90            with a good
friction fit in the upper end of  inner or lower ends of the two parts are
formed            the lower part 12[err], and the plug 30 is  with internal
shoulders which constitutes abut-            reversed i.e. the disc 32 fits
with a smooth  ments respectively for the two ends of a coil
frictional fit in the inner end of the mouth-  spring disposed between the
two parts, the       30  piece and the hollow slotted part 31 fits with
arrangement being such that the spring and  95            a rather tighter
frictional fit against the inner  consequently the length of the straw can
con-            surface of the lower part 12[err]. In this reverse  tract
under applied longitudinal pressure and 



arrangement when the cap 11 is removed the  extend when the pressure is
removed.            pressure of air trapped in the lower part 12[err]    9.
A straw according to Claim 1 comprising       35  forces up the straw so
that the beverage can  two parts characterised in that the mouth- 100
pass through the slotted apertures 33 in the  piece part is slidably
mounted on the other           wall of the part 31 and through the lower
end  part and the passage through the straw is           of the mouthpiece,
whereupon the beverage  sealed by a movable plug having two diameters,
in the bottle can be sucked through the lower  namely a larger diameter
part having a slotted       40  part 12[err], the slotted apertures 33, the
enlarged  wall which is a frictional fit in the mouthpiece 105
section 14[err] of the lower part 12[err] and the open  and a smaller
diameter solid part which is a            top of the mouthpiece. To reach
the beverage  frictional fit in the other part of the straw            in
the bottom of the bottle 10 the part 12[err]  and seals the passage through
the straw until            is extended as shown in Fig. 17.           such
time as the plug is moved out of the       45    The straws shown in Figs.
18 and 19 com-  other part of the straw, whereupon liquid can 110
prise a lower part 12' and a mouthpiece 12[err]. flow through the slotted
wall of the plug into           In Fig. 18 the mouthpiece is mounted tele-
the mouthpiece.           scopically on the lower part 12[err] and in Fig.
10. A straw according to Claim  1 com-           19 the mouthpiece is
mounted telescopically in  prising two parts characterised in that the
50  the lower part 12[err]. The straws shown in Figs.  mouthpiece is
slidably mounted in the other 115            18 and 19 may be made of
synthetic plastic  part of the straw and the straw is sealed by a
or other suitable material having a density  movable plug having two
diameters namely a 



which is less than that of the liquid beverage  smaller diameter solid part
which is a fric-            in the bottle 10 so that the straws will be
tional fit in the mouthpiece and a larger dia-       55  buoyant and will
rise automatically when the  meter part having a slotted wall which is a
120           crown cork 11 is removed.                     frictional fit
in the other part of the straw, the              WHAT I CLAIM IS: -
arrangement being such that the smaller dia-              1. A drinking
straw characterised in that it  meter solid part seals the passage through
the           comprises a plurality of parts slidably mounted  straw until
such time as the mouthpiece is       60  one on the other, one of the parts
having an  moved into the drinking position.      125           open end
and forming a mouthpiece.           11. A drinking straw made substantially
as              2. A drinking straw according to Claim 1  described with
reference to and as illustrated           characterised in that one of the
parts is fitted  in any one of Figs. 3 to 14 or Figs. 13 to 15
with a buoyancy device.                       or Figs. 16 and 17 or Figs.
18 or 19 of the       65    3. A drinking straw according to Claim  1
accompanying drawings.                   130    [err]    



12. A drinking appliance of the kind com-             For the Applicant:
prising a beverage container, a closure therefor,          COPE & CO.,
and a straw normally held down in the con-            Chartered Patent
Agents     tainer by the closure characterised by a straw            65,
Victoria Street, 5  made according to any one of Claims 1 to
London S.W.1.  Leamington Spa: Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery Office
by the Courier Press.-1962. Published at The Patent Office, 25, Southampton
Buildings, London. W.C.2, from which copies may be obtained    


