STERILISER UNIT Field of the Invention This invention relates to a
steriliser unit. In particular the invention is concerned with a steriliser
unit whi chocar/doessased in sterilising an absorbent bodypcswaho@moe2sponge.
Background Art The foll ow ng di scussion of the background art is intended
to facilitate an understandi ng of the prlesent invention only. The
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acknowledgement or admission that any of the material referred to is or was part

10  of the common general knowledge as at the priority date of the application.

Sponges are used in a range of applications for cleaning liquid impervious
surfaces. Such applications include domestic cleaning of baths, basins, floors
and table tops. Sponges are also used in a range of medical cleaning

applications.

15  Typically sponges are produced from porous materials which display good liquid
absorbing characteristics, particularly for absorbing water and water-based
solutions. Materials employed in producing sponges generally include cellulose
wood fibres and foamed plastic polymers. Although some natural sponges are
stilt commercially available for use in cleaning applications, most natural sponges

20 are used as body/facial sponges or as decorating tools for sponge painting.
Synthetic sponges, on the other hand, are generally produced from low-density

polyether, polyester and polyvinyl acetate (PVC).

A drawback associated with conventional sponges is that they can provide a
favourable breeding ground for harmful bacteria or fungi. This is particularly true
25  in the case where a sponge is allowed to remain wet between periods of use.

One manner in which bacteria infecting a sponge can be killed is by soaking the
sponge in clean water and thereafter subjecting it to electromagnetic waves inside
a conventional microwave oven. A disadvantage, however, in making use of this



One manner in which bacteria infecting a sponge can be killed is by soaking
the sponge in clean water and thereafter subjecting it to el ectromagnetic
waves i nswoeor/awenti onal m crowave oven. A di sadvant age/Atro0ever?2 i n
maki ng use of thisnethod of sterilising a sponge is that the sponge could
be set alight if it was not properly sedked prior to being placed inside
the m crowave oven. It is an object of the present invention to provide an

al ternati yfetHbd fof%r%rfg’:\a ép%ngéqg thét eespdrigel feLIameabstallyrrtf ibads nsuch

as a sponge. Disclosure "of I nvention According to the present invention
there is Wmer%@%wtwmrltownmhlﬁﬁeﬁmlﬁiﬂﬁ'ﬁ'In|'C§PWQV9r§>V§Bsorbent body, such
as a sponge, the steriliser unit conprising: - a container for holding a

di si nf ect s, aﬁ steepai HesresBRP VBt o Pesld® @i dltepnatvedunit dinserheag de
position; and - di scharge unit for coog%atlon with the container, the

di schar ge ugagin atﬂfihﬁllnﬂgﬁrha'éiﬁfbﬁ@%‘@ﬁ’% Sy6MR$ra SROAYS-n whi ch t he absor bent
body can be held, the discharge unit further being novabl e between a

rel easg p(pjigﬂidgméla,f\mécmvém@onbsorbent body can be |located within the
conpressi on conpartnent and a conpression position in which the discharge

unit will apply a r | f ; -
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| ocated in its rel ease position, thereby allow ng the absor bent body to
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can be noved to i S1 0on p en ression c rrpartrren

is located in thepsditehange qneehargerposftlohhendont ai ner, such that the
absorbent body is allowed to dispense the disinfect ant which it had
absor B@d when it was |ocated inside the soak position of the container.

- a discharge unit for cooperation with the container, the discharge unit
defining a compression compartment in which the absorbent body can
be held, the discharge unit further being movable between a release
position in which the absorbent body can be located within the

15 compression compartment and a compression position in which the
discharge unit will apply a compressive force on the absorbent body

inside the compression compartment;

wherein the compression compartment can be located within the soak position of
the container when the discharge unit is located in its release position, thereby

20 allowing the absorbent body to absorb an amount of disinfectant, and further
wherein the discharge unit can be moved to its compression position when the
compression compartment is located in the discharge position of the container,
such that the absorbent body is allowed to dispense the disinfectant which it had
absorbed when it was located inside the soak position of the container.

25  Preferably the container includes a venting formation for in use allowing air, which
is released by the absorbent body as it is caused to dispense its disinfectant, to

vent to the atmosphere.

More preferably the container comprises an outer container body and an inner

container body which are detachably connectable.



Preferably the container includes a venting formation for in use allow ng
air, which is released by the absorbent body as it is caused to di spense
its disi Wweabaming49to vent to the atnosphere. More pref erabiauoivocnnt ai ner
conprises an outer contai ner body and an inner container body which are
det achabl y connect abl e. Advant ageously tBe i nner container body has a base
whi ch provides the soak position. Advantageously the inner container body

i ncl udes maﬁfége%@@%ﬁmirﬁérad&néméﬁ%dth al basdadfich provides the suakvi de
the discharge position. Typically the venting formation of the container is

f ormed by pasii@nber of holes in the base of the inner container body and a
nunber of protuberances | ocated towards upper edges of the outer surface of

t he out er pAeRBhRIgERUSHAAE inferdcoMiginel Bo@yirdluday $uspst edgdswhichnare rafveldai ner
body define an outlet path for providing fluid comruni cati on between the
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Preferably the discharge unit conprises a support nenber on which the

absor bent Thp ng@rﬁe b@nmﬁm@pﬁ of thk Wonedinehisfbrmed oy \axhumbes of &olewine t o
t he support menber and erein the conpression conpartnent of the di schar ge
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Advant ageousl.y the di schar u IS conf| mits rel ease
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Preferably the discharge unit comprises a support member on which the
absorbent body can be placed and a plunger which is movably connectable to the

support member and wherein the compression compartment of the discharge unit
is provided by an area between the support member and the plunger.

15  Preferably the plunger includes a number of legs.

Typically the support member includes a latticework structure having a number of
lugs. Each lug in turn has a hole through which a leg of the pluhger can slidably

move.

Advantageously the discharge unit is configured to move from its release position
20 to its compression position when the legs of the plunger are caused to slide
through corresponding holes of the support member lugs.

Preferably the plunger comprises a first and a second plunger member which are

detachably connectable.

More preferably the first plunger member includes a handle formation whereby a
25 user can firstly cause the compression compartment to be moved between the
soak position and the discharge position of the container and secondly cause the

discharge unit to move between its release position and compression position.



Preferably the plunger conprises a first and a second plunger nenber which
are detachably connectable. Mxre preferably the first plunger nenber

i ncl udes woharndiog4ofor mat i on whereby a user can firstly eausa2009000922
conpressi on conpartnment to be noved between the soak position and the

di scharge position of the container and4secondly cause the discharge unit
to nove between its rel ease position and conpression position.- A -

Typi cal |y Nb%éll?%eafébscﬁfw%ﬁdde@ td1ehs esseafdpPplunger member s esterend
outwardly therefrom I'n an enbodi ment of the invention the |legs of the

pl unger arCélt\ﬁaWYtﬂﬁﬂefﬁP'mh stops to prevent the lugs of the support nenber
becom ng separated fromtheir correspondi ng plunger |egs. Brief Description

of the DramMignosembbgimentesiithe inventionibwidgs eeser pibader arenproviddet with stdps way
of exanple only, with reference to the acconpanying representations .
wher ei n: Rpgpieyent dAewkgs PEtEPesURRASt yNRMbEF %?%Q’g'f‘gl seRarated (from their

accordgncecowetspoaﬁgpgwnﬁ%ilg 5 Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the

steril'ser-uni absor bent body held inside a conpression

conpartment _of a diischarge unit qQf the steriliser unit, has been renoved
froma sodkig¢fRescription of the HrawiBeSof the steriliser unit; Figure 3 shows
a perspective view of the discharge unit wherein it has been orientated

such that THeeinwentisre a4l nowclerdestriteed ircaoré eetaik dyeway of example ohby, gath
position of the container; Fi %lure 4 shows a%f%gpective vi ew of the

di schar ge rafarengetotheageemnranying epeeseiation en.

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a steriliser unit in accordance with the

10 invention;

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the steriliser unit wherein an
absorbent body held inside a compression compartment of a discharge unit
of the steriliser unit, has been removed from a soak position of a container

of the steriliser unit;

15 Figure 3 shows a perspective view of the discharge unit wherein it has
been orientated such that the compression compartment can be located in

the discharge position of the container;

Figure 4 shows a perspective view of the discharge unit located in its

release position,;

20 Figure 5 shows a bottom perspective view of the discharge unit located in
its compression position and applying a compressive force on the

absorbent body;

Figures 6(a), 6(b) and 6(c) respectively shown bottom, top and side
perspective views of an inner container body of the container;

25 Figures 7(a) and 7(b) respectively show top and bottom perspective views

of an outer container body of the container,

Figures 8(a) and 8(b) respectively show bottom and top perspective views

of a first plunger member of the discharge unit; and



Figure 5 shows a bottom perspective view of the discharge unit |ocated in
Its conpression position and applying a conpressive force on the absorbent
body; Fi guoas10d(ado7 6(b) and 6(c) respectively shown borCamuzbepoend side
perspective views of an inner container body of the container; Figures 7(a)
and 7(b) respectively show top and bott®&m perspective views of an outer
contai ner body of the container; Figures 8(a) and 8(b) respectively show

bot t om and t op FRRUresBt4) aﬁd \g(lemsfptecﬁvély lshbwibotitge rantetobeperspettive diesshar ge
unit; andFigures 9(a) and 9(b) respectively show bottom and top perspective

views of a sec&hd q@cgﬁg@lun@m@?meer phibedizehaiegenini t. Best Mode(s) for
Carrying Qut the Invention Throughout the specifi cat ion and cl ai ns, unl ess

the cont eBestModé(e) for Carmying Outithednventionnpri se” or variations such as
“conprises" or "conprising”, will be understood to inply the inclusion of a

stated | mrﬁg??lﬁrgouéf f\? ;ﬁ%eegélrcé%rﬁ%?{ds cBiths nﬂﬁlegg‘?hg)%n@tﬂ%gﬁ reé‘rth §é
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di spenser thiviord M cefRisdarurevandtionshsughr eseicbripnisest loor‘fcoglpnerrty’ | yvm be
indicated with the reference nuneral_ 10. The steriliser onprises a

cont ai ner Undergiped thinaly tednekifignge %ﬁl’“’ite ANtegRE OF |9reidR P gﬂ@ﬁggﬁeﬁ"ﬂtl ey
unit 10 i ﬁ]é’g%l%loﬁ gedthér‘ iptddfbr 3 ﬁuﬂé ggdy, particularly an

absor bent rmof a sponge, e use of a I|qU| d
di si nf ect ant heI i nsi de the contaj ner

ure 2.t it 14
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the contalRient2inge 8 2681 @ith ihe Peherérmtsh %nwraerm:on%bner
body, resBect Ively ﬁﬁé(ﬁ §t gg&v\dyt Eﬁf e ref erence nurrrera | s 16 and 18, which
are dtd ackterilipecunitdé etrhprisetha domtainec dAtwhile holdsig discharge unit 14. The
illustrated steriliser unit 10 is useful for sterilising an absorbent body, particularly
an absorbent body in the form of a sponge, with the use of a liquid disinfectant

held inside the container.

In Figure 2 the discharge unit 14 is shown to have been removed from the

15 container 12. It is pointed out that the container 12 comprises an inner container
body and an outer container body, respectively indicated with the reference
numerals 16 and 18, which are detachably connectable. The inner container body
16 includes a base 20 which is shaped as shown and provides a soak position 22
for the container 12. The inner container body 16 also includes support edges

20 24.1 and 24.2 which are raised above the base 20 in order to provide a discharge
position 26 for the container 12. The purpose of the soak and discharge positions
22 and 26 will become apparent from the description which follows.

The discharge unit 14 defines a compression compartment 28 in which an
absorbent body 30, here in the form of a sponge used for domestic cleaning
25 purposes, is shown to be held. It is pointed out that the discharge unit 14 is
orientated such that the compression compartment 28 together with the absorbent
body 30 which it holds can be located inside the soak position 22 of the container
12, in use submerging the absorbent body 30 in liquid disinfectant and allowing it

to absorb an amount of disinfectant.



16 includes a base 20 which is shaped as shown and provides a soak position
22 for the container 12. The inner contai ner body 16 al so i ncl udes support
edges 24.woant/@@4492 whi ch are rai sed above the base 20 ipoToters/owae2pr ovi de
a discharge position 26 for the container 12. The purpose of the soak and
di scharge positions 22 and 26 will beceffe apparent fromthe description
which follows. The discharge unit 14 defines a conpression conpartnent 28
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di schar ge
compression compartment 28. Typically the discharge unit 14, located in its

15 release position 38, will be located in the soak position 20 of the container 12
when it is required to steriliser the absorbent body 30. With the discharge unit 14
located in its release position 38 inside the soak position 22 of the container 12,
the absorbent body 30 will be allowed to absorb an amount of disinfectant liquid,
thereby destroying fungi and bacteria which may inhabit the absorbent body 30.

20 When a user now requires use of the absorbent body 30 it will first be necessary
to dispense the liquid disinfectant which had been absorbed thereby. The first
step in dispensing the disinfectant will be to remove the discharge unit 14 from the
container 12 and thereafter orientating it in the manner shown in Figure 3, such
that the edge portions 32 of the discharge unit 14 are aligned with the support

25 edges 24.1 and 24.2 of the container 12. Hereafter the support member 34 is
placed on the support edges 24.1 and 24.2, thereby locating the discharge unit 14
in its discharge position 26. The user can now apply a downward pressure on the
discharge unit 14, thereby causing the plunger 36 to undergo movement relative
to the support member 34. As the plunger 36 is caused to move relative to the

30 support member 34 the dimensions of the compression compartment will be

reduced, thus resulting in the discharge unit applying a compressive force to the



rel ease position 38, will be located in the soak position 20 of the
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in the discharge unit applying a conpressive force to theabsorbent body 30.
As a resul 200df theecontaiperctosifutare visee Ibdhisgegppd itdsl poinded out that the seipperit
body 30.wi ||l be caysed to di spense the disinfect i ' : ed
when 110 vagaraer a4 riufs 3 Mk Sufadsnis SBRbuld & shbwic B2
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40 where the plunger 36 has undergone its maxi num novenent relative to the

support net®eisirsactine abserkan Hos¥mO hedPoYe RIasEdESHEPYY Barepeated:

anmount of conpression to di spense nost of the disinfectant previously

absorbed. Figurds B18))BB) dndi sty ehawt thei inhef abhtaineleiodyh¢6irefrioveddeorafthe
gravity towards the base 20 of the container for future use. In this regard
it is poi nOsterogenteingr kady d8ppdhe outer container body 18 in turn is depicted in

15  Figures 7(a) and 7(b). An important feature of the inner and outer container
bodies 16 and 18 is that they cooperate with one another to provide that the
container 12 includes a venting formation, generally indicated in with the
reference numeral 44 in Figure 2 and Figure 3. The purpose of the venting
formation 44 is to allow air which is released by the absorbent body when it is

20 caused to dispense its disinfectant, to vent to the atmosphere.

In this exemplary embodiment of the invention the venting formation 44 is formed
by firstly providing a number of holes 46 in the base 20 of the inner container body
16. The venting formation 44 also includes that a number of protuberances 48 be
provided towards upper edges 50 of the outer surface 52 of the outer container

25 body 18. Finally the outer surfaces 54 of the inner container body 16 define an
outlet patch 56 for providing fluid communication between the holes 46 in the
base 20 and the protuberances 48 of the outer container body 18.

Referring to Figure 5 of the drawings it is pointed out that the latticework structure
42 of the support member 34 is provided with a number of lugs 58, in this
30 embodiment there are four lugs, which are disposed about the perimeter of the
support member as shown. Each lug 58, in turn, has a hole 60 through which a



menber 34 includes a latticework structure 42 configured as shown to

faci | i tatgohgidtobse9f the dispensed disinfectant to the geRighiRlodss VWen
it is again required to disinfect the absorbent body 30 the above procedure

can sinply be repeated. Figures 6(a), 6(@) and 6(c) show the inner

cont ai ner body 16 renoved from the outef*~container body 18. The outer
container body 18 in turn is depicted in Figures 7(a) and 7(b). An

i nport ant fexp62iof the phimger B6aanasiidablyt move.oin tiseegdrddt isspdttednriut 1Bat thet hat

t hey cooperate with gne anpiher to . provide.that the contai.per includes a
venting fofjhsé‘ﬁ?@ﬁ uﬂgn1e4i' ‘.ﬁ(ﬂf ei‘i’?ﬂ'isggﬁgdn?%e o, 'tﬁﬁg?‘?a@%eé%ﬂ@%n r?%fn?bg 4% in
Figure 2 apghyfre Q4 ifs coappes%rpgégti@ﬁ @Wh\éﬁﬂhéﬂ'é?éw iNpiihges 36aral | ow
air which is released by the absorbent body when it is caused to di spense

i ]E s ﬁi si nf eaused to stide dmougb t?aethair ieosiespeadingrhales $05fcthe| suRposhmemBant
! . . ! e f e o
nunber S 1Rise28 46T Frio de ABTRELPTh s skehPBF Bustr 20diaho's RioWfird

venti ng f ofdraéiopnthé4dlisdiwrnge unit Udeas tisetissedatdwva. of prot uberances 48 be
provi ded towards upper edges 50 of the outer surface 52 of the outer

cont ai ner Qo Fi . | Rleth
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ody . Referring to Figure 5 of the drawings it s pointed ou at the
| atti cewor RESRACHYS Wy §h%g_o‘f‘ Fraures, 38} @nte agg F&t@?%ﬁ(ag@ﬁ lgkbmaaﬁ‘gnber
of | uafo SBindituiblivirPiHeagidrBRte hificPal3ied aiise! uds. which are disposed

about e perinmeter of the support nenber as shown. Each lug 58, in turn,
has a hol e_60 t hrough which aleg 62 of the pluynger.36.can.slidably nmove. In
this regar a-hPtf'r§*sle89ﬁE'§‘& "et“h’QF&‘fjﬁé %@&Cﬂ%fﬂ%‘%}m@@m@  usE" éﬁ@é’& to
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position 48&7\%\;?5?@%}/28@%2@3% thse pl un e?r 36? are_pgasednto slide through
the their betwesarnptheisogk positionsZ? endithe disghasge pesitiesr 26 of the container 12,

shown in Figure 2. Secondly, the user can grip the handle formation 68 when it is
15 required to cause the discharge unit 14 to move between its release position 38,
shown in Figure 4, and its discharge position 26, shown in Figure 5.

Referring to Figures 9(a) and 9(b) it is pointed out that the legs 62 of the
discharge unit 14 are connected to the second plunger member 66 and extend
outwardly thereform. In the illustrated embodiment the legs 62 of the plunger 36

20  will be provided with stops 70, shown in Figure 2 of the drawings, to prevent the
lugs 58 of the support member 34 becoming separated from their corresponding
plunger legs 62.

It is envisaged that the steriliser unit of the invention will be produced from a
plastics material, but it would be readily appreciated that a range of materials
25 could be used in constructing a steriliser unit in accordance with the teaching of

the present invention.

Although specific mention has been made to the use of the steriliser unit for
sterilising a sponge, it would also be appreciated that the steriliser could be used

for sterilising a range of absorbent articles.



|l ugs 58. This of course will occur in the event of a user applying a
downward force on the discharge unit 14 as di scussed above. It is pointed
out that wbeoplonger 36 conprises first and second pl ungem/amndyanso2ohi ch
are detachably connectable. The first and second plunger nenbers are
respectively shown in Figures 8(a) and-&+%) and Figures 9(a) and 9(b) and
indicated with the reference nunerals 64 and 66. The first plunger nenber
64 incl udes Gefppses! l]‘i:ni{ G "BhdrBafée Witrtiha aeVe GRcapfion Vrevides hsudefust |y
required to cause the conpression conpartnment 28 to be noved between the
soak posi tdpparatds avhich han desisest igeenssise thathapwfyibacteria and fung which mayown

in Figure.2 . . Secondl t he. user ri e : i it
5 1 equi r danib Foaterbrel il 3ush ¥ fisoRabBoaiE e ot GLERY: lbdoliel
position 3§ clebAing d Spddifitis@rfdce.and its discharge position 26, shown in
Figure 5. Referring to Figures 9(a) and 9(b) it is pointed out that the

| egs 6% of the discharge unit 14 are connected to the second plunger nenber
66 and“extend outwardly thereform In the illustrated enbodi nent the | egs
62 of the plunger 36 will be provided with stops 70, shown in Figure 2 of
the draw ngs, to prevent the lugs 58 of the support nenber 34 becom ng
separated fromtheir correspondi ng plunger legs 62. It is envisaged that
the steriliser unit of the invention will be produced froma plastics
material, but it would be readily appreciated that a range of materials
could be used in constructing a steriliser unit in accordance with the
teaching of the present invention. Although specific nention has been nade
to the use of the steriliser unit for sterilising a sponge, it would al so
be appreciated that the steriliser could be used for sterilising a range of
absorbent articles. A steriliser unit in accordance with the above
description provides a useful



apparatus which can be used to ensure that harnful bacteria and fungi which
may i nhibit an absorbent article, such as a sponge, are destroyed prior to
bei ng usewofwro/mbeani ng a specific surface. The C ai ns DeCrmuzgostdoes22
Invention are as Follows: 1. A steriliser unit for sterilising an absorbent
body conprising: - a container for holdl®g a disinfectant, the container
providing a soak position and a discharge position; and - a discharge unit

for cooperpid Chiiis Defilihg e iveftiontdre 48 Follawgs unit defining a
conpressi on conpartnent in which the absorbent body can be held, the

the. absor Bent - toapriser i R sl IERGar SRR Coadt E8BER Bormar t ront and

conpression position in which the discharge unit wll apply a conpressive
force on the absoatamtaibedjori helding ahdistfegiaat Shercardaipar pieYidinonAesa8kn t he

conpressi on conpartnent can | ocated.wthin the soak position of the
cont ai ner when th%°§ﬁ%’&ﬁaa&e‘§)'§?ﬁﬁr5$s°3%8%‘r ghal nits release position,
t hereby all owi ng the absorbent body to absorb an anount of disinfectant,

and further wherein the discharge unit can be noved to its c ressi on
posi ti on when theachsshasaeiut 1opBegperation wih the gordaingr.ithe Cﬁgtg’@{g?g@lt

position of the cQudal ﬂ.{g.gr- : ' t
di spense the disi g&e@b@% CQQPE%SFCF?%%@ngsor é@%@d{%ﬁwa\?ﬁ%ﬂe@g@g& (%r?si de
t he soak positi onbefhdithetheodiseharge. ulit fértsérebeingsmovabiet befwemndamgleasec| ai m
1 wherein the container jncludes,a ventin f8r tion for in use .allow ng
air, which is rel BN Y WHICh pibgr BOSP yP3ey i ¢an sb%alﬂgﬁt(?dtsc‘!"@]'gp se
i ts diginfectant, cérﬁpﬁ%ﬁor{ CohlpRrtieMSENE' £ cofprefsidhpodifiérelin Wihich the
according to claim2 wherelin the contai ner conprises an

discharge unit will apply a compressive force on the absorbent body

inside the compression compartment;

wherein the compression compartment can be located within the soak
position of the container when the discharge unit is located in its release
15 position, thereby allowing the absorbent body to absorb an amount of
disinfectant, and further wherein the discharge unit can be moved to its
compression position when the compression compartment is located in the
discharge position of the container, such that the absorbent body is allowed
to dispense the disinfectant which it had absorbed when it was located

20 inside the soak position of the container.

2. A steriliser unit according to claim 1 wherein the container includes a
venting formation for in use allowing air, which is released by the absorbent
body as it is caused to dispense its disinfectant, to vent to the atmosphere.

3. A steriliser unit according to claim 2 wherein the container comprises an

25 outer container body and an inner container body which are detachably
connectable.

4. A steriliser unit according to claim 3 wherein the inner container body has a

base which provides the soak position.



outer container body and an inner container body which are detachably

connect ablg20fh/g00fd7St€riliser unit according to clai m 3ppRenBidddoB2i Nner
cont ai ner body has a base which provides the soak posit |Pon. éﬁz A steriliser

unit according to claim4 wherein the inpner container body includes support

edges which are raised above its base i'n 1o’rder to provide the discharge

position. 6. A steriliser unit according to claim5 wherein the venting
formation &6f thé stemliageneniti gcéardingdtdelaimndniwberain thel iwer rcartieinpadedyf

Upper edges of T ePRlf pded WP, FegRisid BnRLR SR RS e TR LR,
outer surfaces ge giBehamyeasositidit.ai ner body define an outlet path for
provi ding fluid conmunication between the holes in the base and the

r ot uber an f. t.,ne,.out er. i ) tarilj L. '
o any onebor ¢ AetBrSy SEFORAY o, SR 5 Anealt b veraia, tfmpuBict e
suppor t5menber gantainettis fdrenatPbp Bheuthb&oshhsles ib thepbase df thedinaeptoni@drier
whi ch i s novabl épconnect able to the support nmenber, 8. A steriljser unit

according to cl BPAY Anfhamsimpar@l RIethesarsemiocaigthiawaide Wper RdogsfiHhege

unit is provide e é&ﬁg? raf 9 .
A steriliser unlgy{%c%m | ngf Pf)étglaﬁer C @?Iﬁ?@&%rgﬁ al n?rgw\/\ﬁgtrégiéryﬁgg of
pl unger i ncl udethea innebeconthirleegbodgOdefinat ani loutlet patht fac cpnodiding t fiuidl ai m
9 wherein the support .nember include | atticework structyure havin
nunber of | ugs. Cg myQicatgn an&ﬂﬁtﬁwﬁ%@rtﬁ?fb&*@@ rﬁr?g‘%ﬁ%?%‘?%gfetg@h
lug hagga hol e bl ¥Bhtainer body.
7. A steriliser unit according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the
discharge unit comprises a support member on which the absorbent body
can be placed and a plunger which is movably connectable to the support
member.

15 8. A steriliser unit according to claim 7 wherein the compression compartment
of the discharge unit is provided by an area between the support member
and the plunger.

9. A steriliser unit according to either claim 7 or claim 8 wherein the plunger
includes a number of legs.

20 10. A steriliser unit according to claim 9 wherein the support member includes
a latticework structure having a number of lugs.

11. A steriliser unit according to claim 10 wherein each lug has a hole through
which a leg of the plunger can slidably move.

12. A steriliser unit according to claim 11 wherein the discharge unit is
25 configured to move from its release position to its compression position
when the legs of the plunger are caused to slide through corresponding

holes of the support member iugs.

13. A steriliser unit according to claim 12 wherein the plunger comprises a first
and a second plunger member which are detachably connectable.



which a leg of the plunger can slidably nove. 12. A steriliser unit
according to claim 1l wherein the discharge unit is configured to nove from
its rel easo 2pomaiop490n to its conpression position when treTiAagsosmivo2be

pl unger are caused to slide through correspondi ng holes of the support
menber lugs. 13. A steriliser unit accdtdling to claim 12 wherein the

pl unger conprises a first and a second plunger nenber which are detachably
connectabhg, 14 &eplisr Lkt Uccfding A6CA5HH "B WhefeiA! telfrsWipflitid? iBder! S!

pl unger nenber i ncludes a handl e ?ornatlon whereby a user can firstly cause
t he conpr essi omabudgsara neandle ofdsmationeavhesebyea uBer seark fisdly t causeartbet he

di scharge position of .the container and second se e dj. r nit
to nove bet weeHOWPéeﬁsé?fé&g@PBB‘ETeﬂ?éﬂ%ﬁ&"&%@@Fb’&ﬁﬂ"%ﬁé@fPgﬁ'ﬁg'tf%’.”gﬁhg

steriliser uniyisgreRjedpositib® ofithé ebniinémadd setordiRicausd thb alisihargd enitegs
are connected to the second plunger nenber and extend outwardly therefrom

16. A Bterili sty movptbeiween isrglease pogitipmand fRIPBIGSSIAEPPRURN.of t he pl unger
are provided with stops to prevent the lugs of the support nmenber becom ng

separ at ed41Er omat &tiliserolinie apedrdintd td eHRGE AR OB o Glairh B4 avhHdreipetheuleigs -

substantially as herein described with reference to the illustrated
enbodi nent . are connected to the second plunger member and extend outwardly
therefrom.

16. A steriliser unit according to claim 15 wherein the legs of the plunger are
10 provided with stops to prevent the lugs of the support member becoming

separated from their corresponding plunger legs.

17. A steriliser unit substantially as herein described with reference to the

illustrated embodiment.



