-1- NESTABLE CONTAI NER The pr.esent. invention relates to a nestable ,9_”.(_9.30{
contai ner having a grip portion, " e.g..a carrying handl e. According tp the
preesent invention there is prOV|ded 5 a container conprising a unitary
pl &stics injection moul di ng which provides: a base portion; a wall portion
extendi ng upwardly fromthe perineter of the base portion and having an_-.
upﬁE? mar gi nal portion for engagenent by a channel formation of a lid
agrip portion, which is 10 integral with the wall portion beneath t
upper marginal portion and has a nestingjeonfiguration in which it |
adj acent the exterior of the wall portion, in which condition the container
can nest within a |i ke contai ner WESTABLE QONTAGMERI on of the inner

contai ner extending 15 within the outer container; and wherein when the
container is not nBRg eRFeIRNYrinyensAonorelatess sPadenBFEabEe adontatmer he
wal | portion. The contai ner nay be a tray a paint tray dinensioned to
receive a roIIQﬁV1Q?u?gﬁWﬁP q%ﬂ?'nﬁygzoa ﬁégéyénﬁl Randteweakness adj acent
its connection to the wall permt novenent between nesting and

carrying config- u%%??%ﬁ&ﬁ%%ﬁﬂfkﬂﬁaRﬁQﬁﬁﬁﬁoﬂPVGﬁtéaﬁsFP?E?ebsaPﬁ%ﬁ 4 The

t h | t | ar b t -
oroviding four o gaee HEE el S nl a2 ¥ Braltide' BEISREIPBR!  angl es
to the base popdhPRindUrnddn |pLroviied VRS @'eprQQLQHT-WQrQLYlSBm To

\“/ extending upwardly from the perimeter of the base portion and .

having an upper marginai'portion for engagement by a
channel formation of a lid; and a grip portion, which is
10 integral with the ﬁall portion beneath the upper marginal
portion and has a nesting configuration in which it lies
.adjacent the exterior of the wall portion, in which
. condition the container can nest within a like container
with the grip portion of the iﬁner container ‘extending
15 within the outer container; and wherein when the contaihér
is not nestéd the grip portion is displaceabie relative
to the wall portion.
The container maf be a tray, e.g. a paint tray
dimensioned to receive a roller. The grip portion may
20 have a line of weakness adjacent its connection to the wall, e.g.
to permit movement between nesting and carrying config-
urations when the grip portion constitutes a handle.
The container may have a genefally rectangular base,
with the wall portion providing four sides. The sides
25 will .generally not be at right angles to the base portion,

but will extend upwardly and outwardly somewhat. To



-la- enable the tray to stand "on end", there nmay.be support neans adjacent

the interconnection of one or nore sides , -2- (preferably conprising the

fﬂ de opposite to that bearing the handl e portion) and the base. Suitable .
formations provided adjacent to opposed edges of the base portion can also

serve tiolNasi litate stacking of filled trays, 5 e.g. one on top of —
another?ﬁ%ﬁ'.cent trays being turned through [ERR]. The contai ner Nt
may-i ndhude/a lid with a peripheral channel engageabl e over said upper

margin o he wall portion. 10 In-qae preferred form the grip portion

constitutes a handle for the container, being hingedly displaceable to a
carrying configuration in which it prOjects away fromthe wall portion. The
grip portion may have other or additional functions. Thus it may serve as a
hanger for 1R0aNG riden B3y t(°p(§§-§|“l§‘l y OBofndi ni k§eaepPayube sHEPEFbsed by a
lid) froma display a aratu The hanger may hinge in the sane manner as

t he -handl e dé§%$ igﬁﬁﬂ§ %Pf6§18ﬂ QﬁbBHFnﬁﬁthFelébg?sa part

of the grip portion is arranged to be torn or broken free by a user, 20 to
provi de an inplenent for use with naterlal fromthe container. For exanple,
a contai ner intended for




adhesive or plaster may be forned-with a spreader (and/or patterner for

providing a surface texture).:This is formed integrally with the container,
and does not prevent 25 enpty containers from being stacked at a high
dertsity. Particularly when the grip portion is to be hingeable, a

particularly preferred material is polypropylene. This -3- allo _
forfati on of a flexing hinge which can endure very many flexings. Preferred
enbodi ments of the invention will now be described in greater detail with
reference to the 5 acconpanylng dramnng%‘ln which: Fig. 1 is a plan of a
tray enbodying the invention; Fig, an el evation of the tr fromthe
‘handl e end: FléPrSEFEaQﬁYeF@WBf} h"%ft?ﬁeskq%nPQEQﬁﬁQ%K¥Qnﬁ§i§ %&aéﬁ&g 10

d | h h dlid
Flo 5 is a it kBevhanADe: SOEEERBN T b n%teb?rsgﬁgong%f‘%%ﬁm%% meREed or
showi ng i ds; Ek:gv:.ge#isaaﬁeg%ﬁt\fatbo H‘Deddéé'soétta}&k%ﬂhy&g'tre# can

nesting; Fig. ary V|e one Tray seen in ction of
the arrow VI bLigpi gerée 800k P1iGaté &Amgt&r rn'u%%ctclr@@sthrough a

wal | portion show ng the corjugation;
5 e.g. one on top of another, adjacent trays be1ng turned
through 9Q°,

{wj _ The container may-indlude a lid w;th peripheral
channel engageable over said upper margin of the wall
portion. | |

10 In one preferred form, the grip portion constitutes a
handle for the container, being hiqgedly displaceable to a
carrying configuration in which it proﬁects away from the
wall portion.- The grip portion may have other or
additional functions. Thus it may serve as a hanéerlfor

15 hanging a tray (possibly containing a product and closed
by a 1id) from a display apparatus. . The hanger may hlnge

% _ in the same manner as the handle described above. In
another type of embodiment at least_a part of the grip
portion is arranged to.be torn or broken free by a user,

20 to provide an implement fof use with material from the
container. For example, a contaxner 1ntended for

-~ adhesive or plaster ‘may be formed with a spreader (and/or
patterner for providing a surface texture). This is
formed integrally with the container, and does not prevent

25 .empty containers froﬁ_being stacked_at”a high density.

Particularly when the grip portion is to be hingeable,

a particularly preferred material is polypropylene. This



20 Figs. 9 and 10 are views simlar to those in Figs.2 and 5
respectively but showing a second enbodiment; and Fig. 11 is a | ongi t udi nal
eIevatlonaI hal f-secti on of the second enbodlnent The tray shown in the ;
i ntended as a paint -4- tray, for use with a paint roller R '
(as shaW noutline in Fig. 6). The tray 10 has a generally rectangul ar —~
rom which walls 14,16, 18, 20 extend upwardly and outwardly. Three w
well | s 14, 16, 18 are al nost perpendicular to the 5 base 12, e.g.

di vergi ng at angl es of about 80. The fougth wall 20 (one of the shorter

wal ls) is at a greater angle, e.g. of 300 to the perpendi cul ar. A carrying

handl e 22 'sTaL%uswtm tfg,gm%elbn%fara 2 4RRE" nif f9LOlnipA £0h: AR EX! ends

downwar dl y e tray 10 nprising the B aRE" t he
carrying handleQYZa,)anlys filRikeagal |y for med from pl astl cs mat eri al by
injection moulding. The walls are forned with corrugations 24 to provide
strength. A suit @tle€ckraed embodinegaki 68 RAei $n9bAYAOhNWiDlFhew Be
Cenerally there will not be corrugations in the region of connection of the
handl e 22 todelsenidleld 10 gsestPrgdetpilAdjiabenefehenteptofthée walls, there
is an outward-step 26, above which there is a short upright wall portion 20
28 and tﬁbn &ﬁcenpangeag éEFW&ﬂEFyIBrUPééblng ri mbead 30.

Fig. 1 is a plan of a tray embodyzng the 1nventlon,

Flg 2 is an elevat1on of the tray from the handle end; ';J -
F1g. 3 is an elevatlon of the tray from the opposite |
end; '
'10_ Flg. 4 is a detall of a vert1ca1 section through two
nested trays and llds, '
Fig. 5 is a 11ke view but sectioned in the region of
the handles, and not showing lids,
| Flg. 6 is an elevat1on of two trays stacked w1thout
15 nestlng;' | |
Fxg. 7 is a fragmentary view of one tray seen in the
.dlrectlon of the arrow VII in Fig. 4; and
Fig. 8 is a longztudlnal sectlon through a wall
portion showxng the corrugatlon. | '
20 Figs. 9 and 10 are views similar to those in Figs.2
and 5 respeetivelyﬁnnt”showing a second embodiment; and
Fzg. 11 is a long1tud1na1 elevatronal half-sectlon of
the second embodzment

The'tray shown .in the Figures is intended as a paint



As may be seen fromFigs. 2 and 5, .the handle 20 is provided by an
apertured web which is connected to. a .central portion of the wall 20 just
beneath the step 26. The web 32 is generally of simlar thickness to the
waL S. 25 But the outer edge has a thickened rib 34, with rounded edges. -
Tha;g Is a line of weakness 36 at the junction of the handle web 32 and f%§;2
20. This allows the web 32 to hinge to a position in which it lies\:
agai nst the outside -5- of the wall 2Qg4-as shomm for the upper tray in

Fig. 5. The cg_rners50r M@ 0 égggmfgfl@gj C %@%]Q)ugre rounded

_and, as shown “FRYE %av ars re'sem-elliptica

IUBHSS(F:]E ! 3/2I I aport I on 28 tfgad 655) ﬂ%he | unct | onsg%}é&afli \j\glgﬁfmgﬂ&eggggrlfb

with the base #2,@rgnionngeths Aq Ie, 1reewooréxt1fenuah%p¢wﬁ@at1yoan@f owebbréf (the
wal | opposite to the handle-carrying wall 20), there 10 are a pl urallty of -

standi ng | ugs 4Rredieh m@JmImqm&,qad%fﬁenalaxorsel plerpehyictidap €oOr oRé.
The lugs 40 define a base surface 42 which is continuous with the underside
of the basé 1Z2vasedl2, sede. sip¥amr ! apangliesaiod] wbautr Bght - Thagfesrth
thereto. 15 Manuf actured trays may be nested together to reduce the
bul k, for delivalty 128 iapwsqforﬁ#e shortermmedd sdf ishatnasgragtennangle,

understood by reference.to Fi 4 and 5. . .
e.g. of 30° to ¢t e perpendlcular. A carrying handle 22 is-

fast with the wall 20 at an upper fegion thereof , and
extends downwardly. The tray 10
10 (comprising the base 12, walls 14<20 and the carrying
handle'zé) is integrally formed from plastiés material
by injection moulding.
’The-wa;ls are formed with corrugations 24 to provide'
strength. A suitable form of corrugation 24 is shown in
15 Fig. 8. Generally there will not be corrugations in thé
region of connection of the handle 22 to the wall 20 (see
Fig. 1).
Adjacent the top of the walls, there is an outward
step 26, above which there is a short upright wall pértion_
20 28 and then an enlarged, outwardly projecting, rim bead 30.
As may be seen from Figs. 2 and 5, the handle 20 is
provided'by an apertured web which is connected to a
central portion of the wall 20 just beneath the step 26.
" The web 32 is generally of similar ﬁhickneés to the walls.
25 But the outer edge has a thickened rib 34,'with-roﬁnded
edges. There is a line of weakness 36 at the junction of
the handle web 32 and the wall 20. This allows the web 32

to hinge to a position in which it lies against the outside




The trays 10 are all in the sane orientatign (i.e. all of the handles are
at the sane end). The walls 14, 16,18 20 w t hout .handl es nest as shown in

Fig.
surf

“gener{al

all b

the trays beneath.

outwardly byca.geeghef gbstagcenddnedhecidi gdness fy the
Thus the upright wall portions 28 5

,be present.)

—Jthe underside of the step 26 of one tray rests on the rounded upper -+
f the rimbead 30 of the tray beneath. (The lids 46,46" will
At the handl e-bearing sides 20, the handles 22 of -
{he bottomtray are 25 pressed against the walls 20 of the trays )
to which they are attached. They are held in this nesting configuration
(against their own resilience) by the iqiside surfaces of
It wll be noted that the steps 26 in the walls extend
I at the top.
are spaced fromthe adjacent walls of

not - -

the walls 20 of

the tray nested thergi fordéis dficthe Ly DENESdtiwehn Wi fadentaliq 1&)ded by
the pillars 38 at the corners. (In the nested state, the pillars 38 abut

the rim beadr@0rotndéé andy 49 smdwnw. in Hie. tTaymveyndid qadopidddinsi t h

snap-on lids. Fig. 4 10 shows lids 46 of a preferred type. It will be seen
9

that each |38 4¥Bithsareesemineblintitrl |ow sechian 4 ang pdviighh exdlendal |

portion_48 of U section, providing a channel 50 which opens downwardly. The

width of thECYRYAREHY 5ERF stReclendeh 9f the shash WPrisht waldeROrIdomt 15

the top of
internal ly

10

15

20

25

_ ge §B|| I a tray 10. The outer armof the "U' has an
% of %?rng tib 52. This narrows the

The junctions of the walls 14,16,18,20 with the base

12 are rounded. At the region of the junction of wall 14

(the wall opposite to the handle-carrying wall 20), there

are a plurality of sﬁanding lugs 40 which project so as to

define a relatively sharp corner. The lugs 40 define a

base surface 42 which is continuous with the undersidé of
the base 12; and a side surface 44 approximately at right-
‘angles thereto.

Manufactured trays may be nested together to reduce
the bulk, for delivery.to a customer. The manner of the
nesting can be understood by reference to Figs. 4 and 5.
The trays 10 are all in the same orientation (i.e. all of
the handles are at the same end). The walls 14,16,18
without'handlqs nest as shown in Fig. 4: the underside of
the step 26 of one tray rests on the :oundéd_upper surface
of the rim bead 30.of the tray beneath. (The lids 46,46’
will not generally be.preseﬁt.) At the handle-bearing
sides 20, the hahdles~2240f all but the bottom tray are
pressed against the walls 20 of the trays 10 to which they

are attached. They are held in this nesting configuration

- (against their own resilience) by the inside surfaces of

i./



&

channel 50 to less than the width.of the rimbead 30. Thus, as seen in Fig.
4, alid 46 can snap-fit onto a tray,.the inherent flexibility of theA7TH s
wal | portion 48 20 allowing the rimbead 30 to be forced past the ri gg
and retained there. The U-sectioned peripheral wall portion 48 is cognecied
tofthe base 54 of the lid by an angled wall portion 56 and a short upright
po%tion 58. The U sectioned 25 portion 48 has at its upper inner region a
bevel | ed surface 60 which is conplenentary_to the angled wall portion 56.
Each lid may rgﬁgaﬁajfyugduaﬁruhdﬂdgay@2beéiﬁeae may extend inwardly and be
bevell ed toward the surface of the base 54. This allows a card | abel to be
" placed on the ribs 62Zwun Helud invtedsithiaen thy atépbn2éhichthe watls s _
shri nk-w apped around the filled, sealed and | abelled container. The card
may be just Entaed mutwdndleibyhte gfrectierwdikbtporei bhadgthéstkegknaess Fi g.
4, the lids are nestable. An upper lid 46' has its short upright portions
58 whi ch nest 9% &&18 Walthi Rt the tope pEPPEhéFQI“RéFBhboV?fbﬁ%oﬁﬁﬁQﬁszgs
lower lid 46. The angl wal | _porti.on 56 of .lid 46’ rests on_the. bevelled
sur face 60 arftfd HOTAG B2dh 5B CHIS6eBE PPARBIohoF e CRE A8 TERTE on the
upper outer s of l.:3Q poLrtLi t he | 1d_46,.: The base
54 of the upp;l{gﬁatlceg'niﬁ Lﬂr?\gssr?agﬁ]lgﬁggﬁppgg’nég?:?ggés 8#19%\‘;%5 r%gsso 5521%%]?t he
lower 1id 46. ghhard 43146 r80s80@t RheCtbeReBY! deenf £RE) Rested state,

(\ the pillars 38 abut the rim bead 30 of the tray 10 below.) .

The trays may be provided with snap-on lids. Fig. 4
10 shows lids 46 of a preferred type. 1It. will be seen that
each 1id 46 has the form of a shallow tray with a
peripheral wall portion 48 of U-section, proviaing a
channel 50 which opens downwardly. .The width of the
channel 50 is such that it can receive the rim bead 30 at
-15 tﬁe-top of the wall of a tray 10. The outer arm of the "U"
has an intetnally projecting rib 52. This narrows the
channel 50 to less than the width of the rim bead 30.
Thus, as seen in Fig. 4, a 1id 46 can snap-fit onto a tray,
the inherent flexibility of the 1lid's wall portion 48
20 allowing the rim.bead 30 to be forced past the rib 52 and
retained there.

The U-sectibned peripheral wall portion 48 is
conneéted to the base 54 of the 1lid by an angled wall
portion 56 and a short upright portion 58. The U-sectioned

25 portion 48 has at its upper inner_regién a bevelled surface
60 which is complementary to the angled wall portion 56.
Each 1id may have strengthening ribs 62. (These may extend inwardly
and be bevelled towardlthe surface of the base 54. This allows a card
label to be placed on the ribs 62 and held in position by a film which



plastics material, like the trays 10. Each tray 10 may have, in addition to
the standing 15 lugs 40 at the end renote fromthe handle 22, a sinilar
series g\l ugs 70 at the handle end. As shown in Fig.. 6, the presence of
the t ‘lﬁ} s of lugs 40,70 enables trays 10 to be stacked wi thout nesting,
by turhi/ alternate trays through [ERR]. This may be useful when the trays-
10 20 h
ot her function of the lugs 40 renote fromthe handle 22 is to enable the
tray to stand on end, resting on the si4le surfaces 44 of the lugs and on
t he. upper portion 25 of the wall 14. O course, the skilled man w ||

appreciate that the trays nust be so di nensioned that .there are fopriate
crgaranCes t§ éﬁ&BPé'HééPPﬁ&.aPPHPHI§h8nﬁﬁiﬁeﬁar§8??ed EP%a}SB%£f$€ P
required at the_handle d. ~The di nensi.on f.the lu L0 will al so
af?ect t he ﬁ88§§§3?§'clgg?dﬁg'smﬂtggs.Jﬁs?ogﬁloghSthﬁgg oﬁgliﬁ%odinent.

This too is: St Lot .tray, wWth nost features as described for 5
the first e og¥%e%?3§ E?Egaghegéﬁts bear |i ke reference nunbers. There are

two main di fferencls:seédm sbafitgngd) ugse hindls tdmee corstsab ¥or nétn epperThe
l ugs 40 of the first enbodinent are quite small, and so their side surfaces

e been filled with (e.g.) paint, and |ids 46 have been fitted. Thet

¢

14

44 are gubsti@t f6l | pasphkadshort s HIRL PO kRS 0R evhighresst £549dYri m bead

30. Thus when S . ) )
: within ‘the peripheral wall portions 48 of a lower 1lid

46. The angled wall portion 56 of 1id 46' rests on the
bevelled surface 60; and the free edge of the U-sectioned
portion 48 rests on the upper outer surface of the wall
1o Portion 48 of the lower 1id 46. The base 54 of the upper
1id 46' rests on the upper surfaces of the ribs 52 of the
lower lid 46. The lids 46 may be injection moulded from a
7'plastic5 matérial, like the trays 10.
Each tray 10 maf have, in'additioﬁ to the standing
15 lugs 40 at the end remote from the handle 22, a similar
series of lugs 70 at the handle end. ‘As shown in Fig. 6,
the presence of:the two sets of lugs 40,70 enables trays
10 to-be stacked without nesting, by turning alternate
trays through 90°. Tﬁis may be useful when the trays 10
20 have been filled with (e.g.) paint, and lids 46 have
been fitted. ' |
The othér function of the lugs 40 remote from the
handle 22 is to enable the tray to Stand.on end, resting on
the side surfaces 44 of the lugs and on the upper portion
25 of the wéll 14. -
'Of course, the skilled man will appreciate that
the trays must be éo :d'_i.mens'ion'e'd' that there are appropriate

clearances to enable nesting. Plainly a much larger



the tray 10 is stood on end, .it stands at an angle, |eaning backwards, and
tends to be unstable. The tray. 110, as seen in Fig. 11, has nuch |arger._

| ugs 40, the surfaces 42,44 being at an approximte right 15 angle, , A
defini ng pl anes which enbrace the tray 110 beneath the step 26. Th e
surfaces 44 are nearly in line with the outside of the rimbead 30. T
thewtray can be stood al nost vertically. The large lugs 40 affect the
nesting. It is not 20 practicable for the trays 110 to nest so deeply as is
the case with the previously described trays 10. Therefore they are
provided with corner formations which support themin the configuration
“shown in Fig. tQeak@ntheiki teueprbadatethe t Heidlé Serdd Si NMHee dlinendiocd8 of
each corner, 25 extending downwardly only for the length of the wall
‘portion 28. | hehdugsecdfAd78nwodlnebsot &f fects thgﬂnﬂnﬂkigryaqiﬂaranbespright
ribs 138. Each rib 138 conprises a web -9- portion extending
appr oxi matel y per pendiiggl-aP| yoakhyshednt aseednd jembisiirerdr. 2Chigstopetisr e

the rounding of a_corner. Thus the ribs of each pair are ap rOX|nater
perpendlcular PoPé&éﬁlﬁﬁhBPl“?hEr?Ybswig@ 8§ e kP A ER™IAR §§Gﬁébﬁ€y sr

Deneath 1%, UPH5e YAsrPSpbbataes: ke S Sodh i AT rp el 1
downwar dl'y faChG&b@!BF?O”rhék‘éf BEE 489 mdfn SELFEdFedddl : the IRGNUIRG 138 are
Ao . lugs, and the corner formations.
The lugs 40 of the first embodiment are gquite small,
and so their side surfaces 44 are substantially spaced
10 inwardly from the outer edge of the rim bead 30. Thus when
the tray 10 is stood on end, it stands at an angle, leaning
backwards, and tends to be unstable.
The tray 110, as seen in Fig. 11, has much larger
lués 40, the surfaces 42,44 being at an approximate right
15 angle, defining planes which embrace the tray 110 beneath
the step 26. The side surfaces 44 are nearly in line with
the outside of the riﬁ bead 30. Thus the tray can be stood
almost vertically.
The large lugs 40 affect the nesting. It is not
20 practicable for the trays 110 to nest so deeply as is the
case with the previously described trays 10. Therefore
they are provided with corner formations which support them
in the configuration shown in Fig. 10.. In the first
embodiment there is a single pillar 38 on each corner,
25 extending downwardly only for the length of the wall
portion 28. In the second embodiment this is replaced by a

pair of upright ribs 138. Each rib 138 comprises a web



di mensi oned so that trays 110 nest with the .support 10

ei ght ribs

it will be
of the wall

gSes a nutua

)wd the handle 22 in its nesting configuration).

: # at each corner spreads 15 the | oad when the trays are
fhil e preferred enbodi nents of the invention have been descrlbed‘n

of each tray resting on the rimpead.30 of the tray beneath;

1

surfaces 180 of the
and

spacing of the trays 110 sufficient to acconnodate the «

The use of a palr

,‘

appreci ated that nmuch variation is possible. The upper portions

s 14-20 of the tray 10 coulLg_have different formations from

those 20 (26, 28, 30) described above.. For exanple, instead of a solid rim
bead 30, thgoupp8h EREShASnET apPEoNBha Se DBk Sdh PHMEL 10V iway fioanged. A

tray with

corner pillaas)l b4,16,18c0fi 261 jesbask feerd | t HiitreaxidEngy RF laowerneirnst ead
) 25 as ribs 138. A small-lugged tray could have pairs of ribs
The

unction of the wall

(or as well

anal ogous t Bhuhethebrilgsof beachrpdub| yrehapprrxingted it penpendics138) .
Handl e 22 coul d be connected to the tray adjacent the
baseagh °Fh§¥ead’1"6¢ Bibs 13810%@%%% 1oh seme W@yvwal | 20.

- 20 and the

arge standing lugs (as in the second. enbodi nent) coul d have

It would then extend upwa d/ or out war wﬁ have descri bed I|d
rﬁq P

havi ng §horPe??B§h6§h%n“??§rd%? RITFLMNS |

ribs may 5

10

15

20

25

reSBLELEVLT QD11 8CLRSSud G AL HUh UM D A 2 t‘ioﬁno

each rib 138 terminates with a downwardly facing support
surface 180. As seen in Fig. 10, the ribs 138 are
dimensioned so thét trays 110 nest with the support
surfaces 180 of the eight ribs of each tray resting on the
rim bead 30 of the tray beneath; and this causes a mutual
spacing of the trays 110 sufficient to aécommodate'the-lugs
40 (and the handle 22 in its nesting configuration).

The use ofla-pair'of ribs 133 at each corner spreads
the load when the trays are stacked.

While preferred émbodiments of the invention have
been=des¢ribed. it will be appreciated that much variation
is possible. The upper portions of the walls 14-20 of the
tray 10 could have différeht formations from tﬁose
(26,28,30) described above. For example, instead of a
solid rim bead 30,'the'upper'margins of the walls could be
curved over or flanged. A'tréy with large standing lugs (as in the
second embodiment) could have corner pill&rs, aé in the
first embodiment, but extending lower, instead-(gr as well)
as ribs 138. A smallelugged tray could have pairs of ribs
analogous to the ribs 138 (but probably shorter, like the
pillars 38). The Handle 22 could be connected to the tray

adjacent the junction of the wall 20 and the base 12, instead of at

QﬁSLWﬁqﬂﬁﬁﬂatl , the



forma grid. This can give a .lid aof considerable strength and rigidity, on
which a card | abel can be seated very positively. O course, the utility
this general type of Iid (having a peripheral wall shaped to define (Kz_
10 wardly open channel shaped so as-to receive the rimof a containgr >
preferably with a snap fit, the peripheral wall being also shaped so-ttrat
| i'ds” are stackable with the wall of one engagi ng the channel of the hext;
and preferably with strengthening ribs extending fromthe peripheral wal |
15 at least a part of the way across the lid) is not restricted to
containers as described herein. These and_gbber variations will readily
occur to the skilled nan. -11- CLAI'MS: A cont ai ner conprising a

unitary plastlcs |n %&ﬁé gh?iggemwgfge?aoV|?@ o@;%aéq)ﬁngé . a wal l

portion extendlﬁg e peri ase por I on and

havi ng an upper, a [ §9F4 agenent by a channel formation of a
lid; and a grip g%%glg'E“mZ?%hBPE ?ntgg?al with the wall portion beneath

the upper marginal perhao8 a8dchaBed HE5idNGa¢ORG i Gh6PE i Obd EMYEdd |ies
adj acent the exterior of 10 the wall portion, in which condition the
contai ner can pegtipherBilnwalli serepohaider Altérndeieely, e iribomayhe
i nner container extending within the outer

S extend right across the length and width of the 1lid to

W, form a grid. This can give a lid of gonsiderable strengtﬁ
and rigidity, on which a card label can be seated very
p051t1vely. Of course, the utility of.this géneral type
of 1lid (havxng a peripheral wall shaped to deflne a down-

10 wardly open channel shaped S0 as to receive the rim of a
container, preferébly with a snap fit, the peripheral wall
being also shaped so that lids are'stackable with'the wall
of one éngaging the'chahnei of the next; ané pref;rébly
with strengthening ribs extending from the peripheral wall

15 - at least a part éf the way across the 1id) is not

— _' 'resﬁricted to containers as described herein.

These and other variations will readily.bcéur to the

skilled'man;



, . : : : : A
cont ai ner; and wherein when the container is.not nested the grip portion is.

di spl aceabl e r ' wa 15 portion. 2.. A cont ai ner according

to cIaiﬁE{ wherein ' gon constitutes a handle for the container, ,
cbeing HiAgrdl y dgmuﬂgﬂ!‘ ““““‘Earryi ng configuration in which it

“projectyg ay fr perti on. 20 3. A contai ner according to

claiml1or’claim?2 wherein the wall portion is forned with a downwardly
faci ng support surface adjacent its upgﬁi edge but spaced therefrom which
abuts the upper edge of the wall porti of a |ower tray when nesting. 25

4. A cont aigixIM&Ecording to claim3 wherein the support surface is

provi ded by an outward step in the wall portion and/or by a plurality of

proj ecti ons ont4he duteAndeidten OMpAILSipgr @ smitary. plastics A contai ner

according to any, preceding c].ai mwherein the grip portion has a line of
weakness adjeu%ﬁ&JEQﬁ?qMﬂéﬂ 9 &W16@n§FPW&FF%g & B ® PEREIRPAgE. 5 6.

Ext ende. Upwar AT PRI SFRS CREe5aad S3R0 She( FR=ERe A8, #h

orientatiqp) EUHL base porhion_and having an upper marginal portion
for engagement by a channél formation of a 1id; and a
grip portion, which.is integral Qith_the wa;llportion
beneath the uépet marginal portion and haé a'neéting
configuration in thch it lies.édjaéent the eﬁteribr of

 16 the wall poition,.in which condiﬁion the cohtaine: can
nest within a like containér.with.the.grip'portion of
the inner gontaiher exten&ing within the ohtef
container; and whe:éin when ﬁhe container is not nested
the grip.portioh is.displaceable reiétive to the wall
15_ portion. . | |

.2. A cpntainer acéording to ciaim.l wherein the grip

portion cbnstitutes a handle for the éontainer, beiﬁg

hingedly displgcéable to a carrying configuration in

which it projects away from thé wall portion.

20 3. A container according to claim l.or ciaim 2

wherein the wall poxtion is formed with a downwardly

facing support surface adjacent its upper edge but

spaced therefrom, which abuts the upper edge of the

wall portion of a lower tray when nesting. |

2 4, A container according to claim 3 wherein the

support surface is provided by an outward step in the

wall portion and/or by a plurality of projections on

the outside of the wall portion.



| ugs are provided adjacent the region of connection of the base and wal |
portions to enable the container to 10 stand on_end, supported by Iug
and an upper region of the wall portion. 7. ‘A container according to

preceding claimhaving a lid with a peripheral ch ﬂl | ver said g
upRer mar gi nal portion of the wall portion. 8. aml HMﬂmﬂﬂMmFm n?@m (

cla&rm 7 wherein the lid and the wall

so as to be nutually snap-engageable. 9. A contai ner substantially
herein described with reference to or as illustrated in Figs. 1-8 or 20
Pigs. 9-11 of the acconpanying dramﬁngshlﬁg. A contai ner according to
precedi ng cl ai mwhen contai ni ng paint.

5
10
15
20

S. A container according to any preceding claim
wherein the grip portion has a line of weakness
adjaceht thg wall portion constituting a resilient
hinge.

6. A container according to any preceding claim

S
any

portion have confdl efrenf'ary formatighs.

any

wherein the wall portion extends upwardly and outwardly

from the base portion (in the normal orientation) and
lugs are provided adjacent the region of connection of
the base and wall portions to enable the container to

stand on end, supported by lugs and an upper region of

the wall portion.

7. A container according to any preceding claim
having a lid with a peripheral channel engageable over
said upper marginal portion of the wall portion.

8. A container accofding to claim 7 wherein the 1lid
and the wall poftion have complementary formations so
as to be mutually snap-engageable.

9. A container substantially as herein described

with reference to or as illustrated in Figs. 1-8 or

 Pigs. 9-11 of the accompanying drawings.

10. A container according to any preceding claim

when containing paint.




