
2211376 -1 - TELEPHONE SET This invention relates to telephone sets having
a base unit and a handset which is removable from a rest position on the
base unit to  make a telephone call and replaceable in the rest position
following the call In particular, the invention is concerned with such
telephone sets which also have means for receiving a pay- ment card or
comparable telephone enabling element which must be inserted into the
receiving means to enable a call to be made and should be removed from the
receiving means on completion of the call. It has been found that for
various reasons, such as the telephone user being in a hurry, the payment
card is frequently left in the receiving means of the base unit after the
user has completed a call.  Then, not only is it lost to the user, but it
may be used fraudulently by anyone else who  finds  it,  whether for making
further telephone calls or, in the case of a multi-use credit card,  for
the  purpose  of  purchasing  other  goods  or services. The present
invention aims to overcome this problem.   



-2- In accordance with the invention, a telephone set of the kind described
above is characterised by means for ensuring that replacement of the
handset in  the rest position  is  obstructed  when  the  telephone
enabling element is present in the receiving means. Thus,'' the  user  will
either  find  it  unusually difficult, or impossible, to replace  the
handset in the rest  position  if he  has  not  previously  removed  his
telephone enabling element from the receiving means and so he is
automatically reminded that he has failed to do this.  Once he  removes the
enabling element, the handset can be replaced in the usual way. In  order
that  the invention may be more clearly understood, an embodiment thereof
will now be described, by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying diagrammatic drawings, in which: Figure  1 shows  an elevation
of a telephone set incorporating the invention;  and Figure 2 shows a
partial perspective view of the same  telephone set. The base unit 2 is of
the wall-mounting type and a rest position is defined for the handset 4 by
a recess 6 in the front of the base unit and  a hook switch 8 on which 



the handset 4 can hang  in its rest position,  partly within the recess 6
.by its earpiece.    The base unit 2 will  include all the facilities
necessary for the telephone set to be operated to make telephone calls by a
user, which need not in themselves be described because  they form no part
of   the present invention.   It also, as  is known, includes a receiving
means in the form of a slot  10 for receiving a telephone enabling element
in the form of a payment card 12, and a facility for ensuring that the
telephone cannot be used to make a call unless a valid card 12 is inserted
into slot 10. It can be seen from Figures 1 and 2 that the slot 10 is
located and arranged so that when the card 12 is present in it, the free
end of the card is protruding sufficiently, just above the hook 8, to
obstruct replace- ment of the handset 4 on the hook 8.  The obstruction may
be complete so that the handset cannot  be hung on the hook at all, or it
may only be partial so that the user attempting to hang the handset on the
hook will realise that it is  very insecure.   In any event, he will be
reminded by this obstructed access that he should remove 



his card 12 in order to be able to replace the handset, or replace it
securely.  Hence, he will not leave card 12 in the slot after completing
his phone call thus avoiding the problem referred to above. Although the
telephone enabling element has been shown in the form of a payment card, it
will be apparent    that the invention does not rely upon its having the
form of a card.   It could in principle be of 'a different configuration.
Also,  the  enabling  element need not necessarily be for ensuring that
payment is made for the call.  It could be purely a security device
designed to ensure that only the possessor of that security device is able
to use a particular telephone. In a different embodiment of the invention,
the card slot 10 would be located alongside the rest position of the
handset, as is already known, and a sensor would be provided,  possibly  in
the  form  of  a simple  switch, responsive to the presence of the card  12
in the slot. Closure of the switch in response to insertion of the card
would activate a relay which in turn would drive a specially  provided
obstructing  element  located  for example in the same position as card 12
in Figures 1 and 



2 into a protruding position where  it would obstruct replacement of the
handset.  Withdrawal of the card would open the switch  the obstructing
element would then be withdrawn upon de-energisation  of the relay,  and
the handset could be replaced. In    a    further       embodiment,     a
similar electromechanical system may be employed to lock the hook 8 in its
raised,  "off-hook", position.   With the hook locked  in this position
the  handset  is difficult  to replace in its rest position partly in
recess 6, and so    again the user receives  the desired reminder until he
removes his card. It should also be mentioned that the embodiment of
Figures 1 and 2 ensures that the handset is taken off the hook before the
payment card is inserted into the slot to make a call, which forces the
user to adopt this sequence of events, this being an advantage in cases
where the telephone set is designed  to operate only when  that sequence of
events is observed.    



-6- CLAIMS: 1.  A telephone set having a base unit and a handset which is
removable from a rest position on  the base unit to make a telephone call
and replaceable in the rest position following the call, and means for
receiving a telephone enabling element which must be inserted into the
receiving means  to enable a  call to be made and should be removed from
the receiving means on completion of the call, characterised by means for
ensuring that replacement  of  the handset  in the  rest  position  is
obstructed when the telephone enabling element is present in the receiving
means. 2.   A telephone set as claimed in claim 1, wherein said means for
ensuring obstruction comprises the receiv ing means being located and
arranged so that when the telephone  enabling  element  is  present
therein   the enabling element obstructs replacement of the handset in the
rest position.    


