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(54) Title: RAPIDLY INSERTABLE CENTRAL CATHETERS AND METHODS OF MANUFACTURE THEREOF

(57) Abstract: Rapidly insertable central catheters ("RICCs") and methods are disclosed. A RICC (100) can include a first section
(130) of a first polymeric material in a distal portion of a catheter tube, a second section (124) of a second polymeric material proximal
of the first section, and a tapered junction therebetween (134). The first polymeric material has a first durometer. The second polymeric
material has a second, lesser durometer. The junction is formed of the second polymeric material or a third polymeric material having a
third durometer closer to the second durometer than the first durometer. The first section has a proximal portion disposed in a receptacle
of the junction. An abluminal surface of a distal portion of the junction smoothly transitions onto an abluminal surface of the proximal
portion of the first section without an edge that catches on skin when the RICC is inserted into an insertion site of a patient.



