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from 1 to 10 carbon atoms, halogens and hydroxyl, amino, nitro and alkoxy
groups having from 1 to 10 carbon atoms, or R3 represents a cyano group,
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wherein R1, R2 and R3 have the above definition, and R6 and R7
are selected independently of each other from H, linear, cyclic, alicyclic or
35  branched alkyl groups having from 1 to 10 carbon atoms, and ary! groups
having from 6 to 10 carbon atoms, optionally substituted with substituent(s)
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the thereby obtained sulfonium is hydrolyzed and
10 2, 4-dihydroxybutyric acid or its salt is cyclized into
2-hydroxybutyrolactone.
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