Met hod and appar at us for storing docuneht i mages, for retrleva
i ndex by which the docunent inmages may be retrieved,. Japeg t he
retrieved docunent ‘i mages. ‘Wen a docunent: inage is’ obt H nent

, lmage is subjected to rul e-based bl ock sel ection techni

i'ndividual regions within the docunent region are identified, and t e types
of regions are also identified, such “asltitl e- type regions, text-type

regi ons, Ilge art-type regloni If one: ; d color inmage-type
regions. The identification i i nformati on and
both the docunment inmge and the structural information is stored. A '

wor d- based retrieval indengghg?eﬁﬁg %ﬁ?gtﬁg kg}lgtgygﬁgrggbgﬁ§n%nd/or

text-type regions, the retrieva eing used.in conjanction with a
search query so b&aﬁﬁsbefﬁﬁl6r96tiéﬁrPeVétHéGUﬁén#§dﬁﬁlBM whieh the search

query. The retrla&edmeﬁﬁumagésaﬁ.sydbépkefedevadeI bhar farf ahlspnayqafqnode or
a rapid bromslng node. In thée rapid browsing the fu I mage o

docunent i %%not HP%pFﬁ?EaevﬁﬂtdPSPﬁSPtohW9q§ﬁ abﬂb?&c? QPFHE HEal vi ew of

t he docunent Irraﬁmaeas@_d ebthhifed} otRd abeuskntalimagkoigbkEubjectea | evel of
abstraction may npection, W t

i dentified struc Brﬁ %ég?%ggbgFg?ﬁegggSE ﬁplgﬁﬁgpé8§esfgpe§ g#ble only a

structural view isddivigha}edegaonsnivithinl &éheygecneghtn¥regiendiase ayed
mxed with remai ggge$EiHGL URfia the types of regions are also
15 identified, such as title-type regions, text-type
regions, line art-type regions, halftone-type
regions and color image-type regions. The
identification is used to create structural
information and both the document image and the
20 structural information is stored. A word-based
retrieval index is created based on title-type
. regions and/or text-type regions, the retrieval
index being used in conjunction with a search query
so as to be able to retrieve documents which match
25 the search query. The retrieved documents are
displayed in either a full image mode or a rapid
browsing mode. In the rapid browsing mode, the full
image of the document is not displayed, but rather
only an abstract structural view of the document
30 image based on the stored structural information.
The level of abstraction may be specified by the
operator in connection with the identified
structural regions of the document, whéreby, for
example, only a structural view is displayed, or
35 only title-type regions are displayed mixed with
remaining structure. .
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