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(87) Abstract: Tightening of a gasket (8) held between flanges
(6-1, 6-2) is controlled on the basis of a step in which a load due
to tightening is applied, a step in which a change in the shape of
the gasket generated by the load is observed, and the change in
shape. The change in shape includes a change in the gasket in at
least the direction of the interval between the flanges, or a change
in a direction orthogonal to the interval direction, or both of said
changes. Thus, if a change in the shape of the gasket receiving the
load is observed, tightening of the gasket can be controlled.
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