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RELATI NG TO BEARINGS 5 There is disclosed an i nproved bearing grlﬂ
particularly an inproved bearing assenbly 15, 15A, eg. a thrus E!g“lzﬂ@
assenbly, which nmay be used in down-hol e applications, such as down-hol e
drilling applications. Thrust bearing assggblies for use in down-hole
applications 10 have the conflicting requirements of a thick shaft assenbly
and hi gh axi earing capacity in a small crosssection. The

i nvention, tm provi des: a bearing assenbly 15, 15A having at | east
two bearing el enents 400, 400A spaced by a first body 500, 500A, the first
body 500, 15 500A havi ng rreans for flexing. Thus when a load is applied to
t he bearing assenbly - [ éo dto flex. In
an enbodi nent the fl extHg oY | : Mﬁr enti al
groove or notch 510, 510A for med on the fi rst body 500, 500A. 20
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applications, such as down-hole drilling applications.

Thrust bearing assemblies for use in down-hole applications
10 have the conflicting requirements of a thick shaft assembly
and high axial load bearing capacity in a small cross-
section. The invention, therefore, provides: a bearing
assembly 15, 15A having at least two bearing elements 400,
400A spaced by a first body 500, 500A, the first body 500,
15 500A having means for flexing. Thus when a load is applied
to the bearing assembly 15, 15A the first body 500, 500A is
caused to flex. In an embodiment the flexing means
comprise at least one circumferential groove or notch 510,

510A formed on the first body 500, 500A.
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