CLAIMS

1. Method for the inspection of contact lenses. the method
comprising the steps of:

providing a cuvette system, wherein the cuvette system
comprising at least one receptacle for accommodating
an ophthalmic lens, said at least one receptacle having
a longitudinal extension and an opening arranged at one
longitudinal end of the receptacle. and said at least one
receptacle being adapted for containing a liquid, said
cuveltle system further comprising at least one inspec-
tion window having an inspection surface, said at least
one inspection window being arranged stationary and
separate from said at least one receptacle, and wherein
said at least one inspection window is adapted for being
joined to said at least one receptacle at said opening of
said at least one receptacle such that said inspection
surface of said at least one inspection window is
immersed in said liquid, and wherein said at least one
inspection window is further adapted for being
removed from said opening ol said at least one recep-
tacle;

filling said at least one receptacle of said cuvette system
with a liguid:

loading said at least one receptacle with an ophthalmic
lens:

transporting said at least one receptacle loaded with said
ophthalmic lens to an inspection station;

in said mspecton station jomning said at least one recep-
tacle with said at least one inspection window such that
said inspection surface of said at least one inspection
window is immersed in the ligquid contained in said at
least one receptacle. wherein said inspection surface of
said at least one inspection window has a leading edge.
and wherein during joining of said at least one inspec-
tion window and said at least one receplacle said
leading edge of said inspection surface encloses an
angle with a surface of said liquid contained in said at
least one receptacle in the range of 7° to 217 at the time
said leading edge contacts the upper surface of said
liquid to get immersed in said liquid:
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in said mnmspection station optically ispecting said oph-
thalmic lens within said liquid in said at least one
receptacle;

alter inspection of said ophthalmic lens in said inspection

station. removing said at least one inspection window
from said at least one; and

transporting said at least one receptacle away from said

inspection station.

2. Method according to claim 1. wherein said at least one
inspection window is joined with said at least one receptacle
with an infeed speed of said inspection surface of said at
least one inspection window in the range of 0.05 m/s t0 0.16
m/s, and wherein said at least one inspection window is
removed from said at least one receptacle with a retracting
speed of said inspection surface of said at least one inspec-
tion window in the range of 0.05 mys 10 0.16 mv/s,

3. Method according to claim 1. wherein said at least one
receptacle is of cuplike shape having a bottom which is
arranged opposite to said opening. and wherein an inspec-
tion trough is provided in said bottom for accommaodating
the ophthalmic lens.

4. Method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one
receptacle comprises abutment lugs arranged at said longi-
tudinal end of said at least one receptacle where said opening
is arranged. said abutment lugs protruding axially away
from said atl least one receptacle at said longitudinal end.

5. Method according to claim 4, wherein said at least one
inspection window is detachably mounted within a tubular
housing having a free end, with said at least one inspection
window protruding from said free end of said tubular
housing.

6. Method according to claim 5. wherein said tubular
housing comprises a flange extending radially ourwardly
from said tubular housing. and wherein said tubular housing
is rotatably arranged between a first end position, in which
said at least one inspection window is removed from said at
least one receptacle. and a second end position, in which said
flange of said mabular housing abuts against said abutment
Iugs arranged at said longitudinal end of said at least one
receptacle.
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7. Method according to claim 6., wherein said tubular
housing is biased towards said free end thereof.

8. Method according to claim 7. wherein for biasing said
tubular housing towards said Iree end thereof. a helical
compression spring is arranged between said tlange and a
mounting panel to which said tubular housing is mounted.

9. Method according to claim 1, wherein said cuvette
system comprising two or more of said receptacles which
are arranged in linear configuration and are adapted for
being simultaneously transported, and further comprising a
number of said inspection windows corresponding to the
number of said receptacles, with each of said inspection
windows being associated to a corresponding one of said
receptacles. wherein said associated inspection windows are
arranged stationary and separate from said receptacles in a
corresponding linear configuration. and wherein said asso-
ciated inspection windows are adapted ftor being simultane-
ously positioned in said openings of said receptacles such
that said inspection surfaces of said inspection windows are
immersed in said liquid. and are further adapted for being
simultaneously removed from said openings of said recep-
tacles.

10. Method according te claim 9. wherein said cuvette
system further comprising a drainboard arranged underneath
said lmear configuration of said inspection windows and
extending parallel to said mounting panel.
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