A suryival selection rule for determning a Viterbi output. A surviva
sel ection rule according to the present invention conpares paths at a
plurality of endpoint states but fewer than the total nunber of endpoint
states. Viterbi detectors using the present invention provide high
performance, easier inplenentation, and error degradation conparable to
conventi onal nethods.

ABSTRACT
SURVIVAL SELECTION RULE

A survival selection rule for determining a Viterbi output. A survival
X selection rule according fo the present invention compares paths at a plurality of
endpoint states but fewer than the total number of endpoint states. Viterbi
5 detectors usihg the present invention provide high performance, easier .
implementation, and error degradation comparabie to conventional methods.
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