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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT

International application No.

PCT/US98/07467

1.  Basis of the report

1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (Substinute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response fo an invitation
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed” and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain

the international application as originally filed.

the description, pages
pages

pages NONE

pages

1-ii

NONE

the claims,  Nos. _1-26

Nos.
Nos,
Nos.
Nos.

the drawings, sheetsffig 1.2
sheets/fie NONE
sheets/fig NONE

NONE
NONE
NONE

sheets/fis

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of

the description, pages _NONE
NONE

the claims, Nos.

the drawings,  sheets#fig NONE

, filed with the letter of

, as originally filed.
, filed with the demand.

, filed with the letter of

. as originally filed.
, as amended under Article 19,
, filed with the demand.
, filed with the letter of

, filed with the letter of

, as originally filed.

, filed with the demand.
, filed with the letter of
, filed with the letter of

3. D This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered

to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental-Box Additional observations below (Rule 70.2(c)).

4, Additional observations, if necessary:

NONE
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(54) Title: FLUSHABLE DIAPER AND METHOD
(57) Abstract

This invention is a flushable dia-
per (10) for use on the body of an in-
fant or adult. An envelope (16) has
inner (20) and outer walls (22) which
are secured together at their outer pe-
riphery to fonm an inner cavity (24).
The outer wall (22) is comprised of a
hydrophobic outer layer (30) together
with a hydrophilic inner layer (28). The
inner wall (20) is comprised of a hy-
drophobic outer layer (25) together with
a hydrophilic inner layer (23). The in-
ner and outer walls are separated by
an interior cavity which contains one
or more containers (32, 34). The con-
tainer (32, 34) is comprised of either
a single layer or of a laminated wall
which forms a chamber that encloses a
charge of water. The laminate wall is
comprised of a hydrophobic inner lam-
inate and a hydrophilic outer laminate.
When manually ruptured, the containers
release water into the double walled en-
velope, which causes disintegration of
the hydrophilic inner layers of the dou-
ble walls, along with the hydrophobic
outer layers. An absorbent member (18)
is carried on the inner wall of the en-
velope, and the absorbent member com- Lo
prises a fluid pervious cover (52) which encloses an inner body (54) that is comprised of a material that is sufficiently hydrophilic to absorb
urine and other fiuids from the body while maintaining structural integrity of the inner body, and to also absorb water in areffective amount
to cause the inner body to disintegrate into small pieces. . _ .
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