
A magnetic tape head actuator assembly has a stepper motor having a
threaded shaft (50) wherein a bracket supports the tape head assembly. A
threaded split nut (85) is positioned between bores of the bracket and
rigidly attached to the bracket whereby the bracket is moved back and forth
along the shaft (50). The split nut (85) has an annular groove (95)
encircling its outer perimeter so as to position a circular spring (100)
therein for providing an inwardly directed compressive force on the split
nut (85). A shock suppression sleeve (105) is spring biased by spring (102)
to engage the split nut (85) over a distance of the split nut (85). In the
event of a mehanical shock, a ramped interior portion of the sleeve (105)
provides a reactionary force on the split nut (85) for resisting the
expansion thereof, thereby substantially eliminating split nut backlash.


