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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PACKAGING AND PREPARING 

A PROSTHETIC HEART VALVE AND ASSOCIATED DELIVERY SYSTEM 

ABSTRACT 

A packaging system for storing a prosthetic valve and an elongated delivery 

system in a non-fluid environment.  The packaging system comprises a tray for securing 

both a prosthetic valve and an elongated delivery system.  The tray includes a cavity 

sized and shaped to house a valve cover containing the prosthetic valve and at least part 

of the distal portion of the elongated delivery system.  A mounting surface removably 

couples the valve cover to the cavity floor and to prevent the valve cover from moving.  

An engaging surface is disposed peripherally of the cavity and is elevated above the 

cavity floor.  A ramp extends downwardly from the engaging surface and into the cavity 

through an opening defined in the peripheral side wall and adjacent the floor of the 

cavity.  The engaging surface and ramp are configured to secure at least part of the 

elongated delivery system externally of the cavity. 
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