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validated information object a date-time stamp and a digital signature and authentication
certificate of the trusted custodial utility. One method includes re-validating an electronic
original object by verifying the digital signature of the trusted custodial utility applied to
the object and applying to the re-validated object a current date-time stamp and a digital
signature and current authentication certificate of the trusted custodial utility. Another
method includes creating an object-inventory from at least one stored original object,
including an object identifier and a signature block for each object. A time stamp and a
signature and certificate of the trusted custodial utility is applied to the object-inventory.
Other methods involve handling information objects that are transferable records

according to specified business rules, which avoids that copies of the transferable records

can be mistaken for originals.
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