
(57) Abstract: A method for encoding frequency coefficients in an AC-3
Encoder. The method includes: representing frequency     coefficients in
the form of a respective exponent and mantissa; coding the exponents; and
shifting the mantissas to compensate for changes in the exponent values,
wherein the exponents comprise an original exponent set (e[err], e[err],
..., e[err]) which is mapped to a new exponent set (e[err], e[err], ...,
e'[err]) after coding, so as to satisfy: [err], where i=O, ..., n-1 and D
is a maximum allowed difference between two consecutive exponents, and
e'[err].    


