Absorbent articles such as sanitary napkins, panty l'i ners, adul t

tincontinence devices, and the like are disclosed. The absort@cgbggeqlo
"art rcles.described herei n conprise a foam absorbent structure_
hydroph| Tic, fl exi bl e, noni oni ¢ pol yneric foam g'-.;’

i nt erconnect ed n cells abl e . }i
bl ood and bl P@ﬂgased | qwﬂ%&gw u'ragb&s r esi I e |
CoNpr es SiNERNATIONALARPPLICOON POBEISHED tﬁﬁﬁ&r'ﬁfﬂmd@ﬁkk%ﬁkéﬁf
5% t ICU UT] L L,UIII I III FI ICOOUI < Ul 4 j
[err] (%ff{"gF"‘fS"WW[F@gﬂ“‘Fﬁ breferred grifbi P""WP‘M strud‘{ﬁ 384)9585

conprlessABI®R1¥Kder such forces tha %Qﬁ)inkn&‘ﬁnﬂ’@&ﬁtﬂnbﬂethe s;f,wgggﬁfagﬁ@,n

s |QhIQ I'YQI ora i Yy marasseod v t haout def o

r(zﬁx..keamoa.n R Nu: W | poSSoTTTRb § thy Dieighdd@ SURATATANE Ak, Rz, BRBBCHE BRI
e shape thereof. The absoryap str gcturaY,rmycm ONJOU, €2 DR/IDK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GE,

acqui [g72) Intsryatiopst FilgDateon  and134ung &fePortio vn@% wmw
! ‘9 a

portijon has softer mechani cal propertie$ tha

capi |{l¢sy pricBly@aaent in the direction of the sUnnngez,mr , AKIPO patent (GH, KE, LS, MW,
" 0B/675A38 3 July 1996.403.07.96) us SD, SZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ,

' MD; RU, TJ, T™), Europesn patent (AT, BE, CH, DE, DK,

ES; F1, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI

} (11y Applicant: THB PROCTER & GAMB f\( patent (BF; B, CE, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, ML, MR, NE,
[US/US); Orie BreCier & ncinn; SN, TD, TG).
45202 (US), :

-(72) Inventors: H , John, 7379 Published
- Court, lton. H 450M)6§) D@” Collms' With international search report.
3760 Sherbmokyﬁﬁve, Ciyzénnali. Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
' ~ W claims and: 1o be republished in the event of the receipt of
108 Agents' REED, T., David et al Pmcter & Gamble amendments.
: Company, 5299 Spring Grove Avenue, Cincinnati, OH )

45217 (US)

(54) Title: ABSORBENT ARW FOAM $BSORBENT STRW{ movmyﬂmmvm MENSES ACQUISITION
~ ANDFIT; |

{S7) Abstract

Absorbent  arficles
such as sanitary napkins,
panty - - liners, adult
. incontinence . devices, : and
the like are disclosed,
The . absorbent articles
dcscnbed herein comprise
a foam absorbent structurc
comprising a hydrophlhc,
flexible, nonicnic
polymeric foam structure
of - interconnected open
cells which is particularly
suitable for  absorbing
blood . and  blood-based
Tiquids. The foam structure
is- tesllzently compressible
and - has’ resistance i o
compression deflection’ of
from-about 5% to about

85% when measured under

. | =confining pressure of 0.74
psi at 31 °C after 15 minutes. In preferred embodiments, the foam structure is compressible under such forces that when it is placed in

the space between the wearer’s labia majora, it will be compressed without deforming the wearer’s labia majora, and will be molded by
the wearer's labia and conform to the shape thereof. The absorbent structure may comprise an aeqmsinonlﬁt portion and a storage portion
when:m ‘the acquns:tnonlﬁt portion has softer mechanical properties than the storage poruon. and is a capillary gradient in the direction of

the swrage portion.




