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ABSTRACT
A mechanism is provided for configuring a set of devices for a given machine attached to a
storage area network (102). The initial program load firmware and network adapter firmware
for each machine (104-108) on the storage area network (102) are modified to query a storage
area network appliance (120) for lists of devices. The storage area network appliance (120)
may be identified by a world wide name and may store lists of boot devices, root volume
group devices, primary devices, and secondary devices for each machine on the storage area
network. The storage area network appliance (120) then listens for queries and returns the

appropriate list of devices based on query type and/or boot type. The boot type for a machine

may be set to normal boot, maintenance boot, or install boot.

Fig. 1
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