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30 To address these problems, a table has been developed that includes a handle
that pivots between a use position and a storage position. Such a table is disclosed
in U.S. Published Patent Application No. 2003/0047914 to Smith. The Smith table
provides a handle that allows for pushing in an ergonomically correct manner that
reduces strain on the user's back and arms. Although the Smith table provides

35  several advantages over the prior art and addresses problems associated with a
handle that provides for comfortable pushing while folding to a storage position, still
further improvements are possible. The Smith table requires locking pins to
maintain the handle at both the use position and the storage position. Such pins are
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the slot. A spring mounted in the other body member engages and biases the hinge
pin portion toward the slot. A tab in the end of the hinge pin portion engages and
seats in one of the complementary slot sections at the use position. The tab is biased
into and engages the storage section of the slot while at the storage position. The

35  slot sections and the tab align the handle for both storage and use.

Rotation is accomplished by disengaging the tab from the slot. The handle

hinge portion slidably mounts in the body so that the handle may be slid axially until
the tab disengages. The handle is then freely rotatable to move between the use
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into and engages the storage section of the slot while
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30 Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment
Referring now to the drawings and in particular to Figures 1 and 2, there is

shown a portable room service table, generally designated 10. Room service tables
are well known and are utilized for delivering meals while also providing a dining
surface. Room service tables 10 generally include a frame 14 mounted on casters or
35  wheels 16 and supporting a tabletop 12. The tabletop 12 may include folding side
portions 60 that fold down for transport and storage, or fold up to a horizontally
extending position for use. The tabletop 12 is shown forming a generally oval
tabletop surface, but rectangular tabletops and other well-known shapes are also
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Referring now to the drawings and in particular to
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35 In the use position shown in Figure 3, the handle 22 extends upward for
grasping and pushing by a user. The grip portions 24 are positioned above and to
the rear of the tabletop 12 so that a user may comfortably and safely push the table



section 44 and a second section 46 that are configured

for receiving the tab 30. The slot sections 44 and 46
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in the hinge body portion 40 to retain the handle 22

at the use position and storage position respectively.
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advantages of the present invention have been set forth in the foregoing description,
together with details of the structure and function of the invention, the disclosure is

35  illustrative only, and changes may be made in detail, especially in matters of shape,

size and arrangement of parts within the principles of the invention to the full extent
indicated by the broad general meaning of the terms in which the appended claims are

expressed.



spring 48, detent tab 30 and first slot section 44

cooperate to nmaintain the handle 22 at the raised use
w@e®shiome |t can be appreciated that the roonPGEUS1008035869

table 10 and handl e assenbly 20 of the present

i nvention provide for an inproved, easy to use device.
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ser Vig&iiARL a6 of b ek ﬁd%%[ﬁ)ln%!nma@thefswéﬁ i osBRAPT i Si ng

a biasing element urging the pin towar e first
position. 3. A roomservice table according to claim
1, fygrtherA fRapPsdreice bk Rtorditptiortaihdd kihsgeid the haadidleetends above

% t e tléllgleeto%Oa% It]f.%eI e p%gllglor? Emc{ Qx enids DefoW thR ?%1&58 thi the storage

position.

6. A room service table according to claim 2, further comprising a pin detent
locking the handle at the use position and at the storage position, wherein the pin

30  detent comprises a tab on one of the pin or the body and a complementary slot
formed in the other of the pin or the body.

7. A room service table according to claim 2, further comprising a pin detent
locking the handle at the use position and at the storage position wherein the pin

35  detent comprises a tab extending from an end of the pin and a complementary slot
formed in the pin body.



4. A roomservice table according to claim2, further
conprising a pin detent |ocking the handle at the use
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service table according to claim1, wherein the handl e
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@ n or the body. 7. A room service table according to
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t he om service | e accordi .
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assenbly is at the use position and a second section
configured for receiving the tab when the handl e
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posi %ﬁ%“"'gﬁl&g%p% %ﬂ% %Arnggeg‘hg%t?}e?f"é% \/\ﬁglrogl n the pin
detent conprises a tab extending froman end of the

pin and a conplenentary slot forned in the body, the

sl ot conprising a first section configured for

retaining the tab when the handle is at the use

position and a second section configured for retaining

the tab when the handle is at the storage position.




