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(57) Abstract: An inventory system and method. The system (100) comprises: a control system (110), pick-and-place devices (120),
and carrying devices (130). The pick-and-place devices (120) operate in a storage area (150) of the inventory system (100). The control
system (110) is configured to determine a target inventory container from among inventory containers located in the storage area (150);
and determine a target pick-and-place device and a target carrying device, and send a scheduling instruction to the target pick-and-place
device and the target carrying device. The target pick-and-place device is configured to travel, in response to the scheduling instruction,
to a location specified by the scheduling instruction to pick the target inventory container, and take the target inventory container directly
or indirectly to the target carrying device. The target carrying device is configured to travel, in response to the scheduling instruction, to
the location specified by the scheduling instruction to take the target inventory container, and carry the target inventory container from
the storage area (150) to a workstation (140). By means of the method, there is no need to waste a lot of time and carrying resources in
a horizontal carrying operation, so that the device costs caused by increased input of pick-and-place devices can be reduced.
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