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| nputting apparatus (100 - 106) and nethod are discl osed which convert a
Pi nyi n al phabetic string into a Chinese character, and divide the string

i nput via a keyboard (101) into Chinese syllables by a Chinese word

syl | abi fyi ng nmechani sm (5). The input Pinyin al phabetic string includes a
synbol &t nuneral indicating an unknowB2portion of the string and may

i nclude tone data. The string may al so be input in the formof initials,
each initial corresponding to a Chinese character. A word boundary setting
mechani sm (6) determ nes a word boundary of the input Pinyin al phabetic
string by using a |ist of possible Pinyin al phabetic strings stored in a
dictionary (4). The input Pinyin al phabetic string is converted into a
Chi nese word by a IANGEHAGERROCEEDENG ABPARATAIS AND METHOD. 2.

ABSTRACT

A Chinese word inputting apparatus (100 - 106) and method are disclosed which

- convert a Pinyin alphabetic string ini:o a Chinese character, and divide the string input via a
keyboard (101) into Chinese syllables by a Chinese word syllabifying mechanism (5). The
input Pinyin alphabetic string includes a symbol or numeral indicating an unknown portion.of
the string and may include tone data. The string may also be input in the form of initials, each

 initial corresponding to a Chinese character. A word boundary setting mechanism (6)
determines a word boundary of the input Pinyin alphabetic string by using a list of possible
Pinyin alphabetic strings stored in a dictionary (4). The input Pinyin alphabetic string is
converted into a Chinese word by a Chinese word converting' mechanism (7).
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