A plurality of sanple points are set in a series of inmages which represent
*‘a'road and vehicles and which are taken by a video canera. The sanpl e
points situated in a certain imge at each of which the vehicle is expected
to be present are detected as presence sanple points, while the sanple
points situated in the inmage at each of82Mich the vehicle in notion is
expected to be present are detected as novenent sanple points. Based on the
novenent sanple points, are detected, novenent bl ocks each forned by part
of the sanple points adjacent to onABYIRAET and including part of the
novenent sanple points. Aratio of the novenment sanple points to all of the
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sanpl e poi ritgsenge saxeple points, while theamplepoints sispatedis the imags ah pachsf whieh sanpl e
poi nt's contik Relficlelin fdEBn EERPEREd RbelPradelt dréddtadtebis thévdment sinfislepaintsl ned
| evel . Baselg %{i t t&}-:‘ con‘%éast i on bl ocks t h(ﬁ ge%t ect ede ttbtfekst anhe o e(“;af fic
congest i on BHFet AB themgvs ent 331ople pqunts, are detected, movement blocks each formed by
part of the sample points adjacent to one another and including part of the movement
10  sample points. A ratio of the movement sample points to all of the sample points
contained in each movement block is larger than a predetermined level. The presence
sample points excluded from the movement blocks are detected as congestion sample
pints. Based on the congestion sample points, are detected, congestion blocks each
formed by part of the sample points adjacent to one another and including part of the
15 congestion sample points. A ratio of the congestion sample points to all of the sample
points contained in each congestion block is larger than a predetermined level. Based
on the congestion blocks thus detected, the state of traffic congestion on the road is
measured.



