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W) (57) Abstract: A neutralizer for neutralizing an article to be neutralized by supplying positive and negative ions comprising a probe
for measuring the surface potential of the article. The neutralizer further comprises a potential detecting section (11a) constituting
the surface potential measuring probe (11), and a conductive cap (13) arranged to surround the potential detecting section (11a) under

& noncontact state. The potential detecting section (11a) detects a potential generated in the cap (13) by charges on the article (30) to

w= be neutralized or ions supplied from the neutralizer (20) and delivers it as a feedback signal to a control circuit (24) in the neutralizer

B (20). Ion balance and charge potential of an article to be neutralized can be detected through an extremely simple structure to thereby

& contribute to enhancement of neutralization performance of the ionizer.
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