ABSTRACT A nmethod for continuously producing a dial kyl carbonate
and a diol, conmprising: (1) continuously feeding a cyclic car bonat e
and an al i phatic nonohydric al cohol to a continuous 5 mul ti - stage
distillation colum, and continuously effecting a transesterification
bet ween the cyclic carbonate and the 134al i phati ¢ nonohydric al cohol in
the presence of a trans- esterification catalyst in the distillation
colum, while continuously withdrawing a | ow boiling point mxture in
a 10 gaseous form contai ni ng the prageeralcTi al kyl carbonate and

t he unreacted aliphatic nonohydric al cohol from an upper portion of
the distillation @omethodndor danrtimuohsly prddawing a dialkylachirbhnate
boiling point mxture in a |liquid form containing t he produced di ol
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carbonat e andraniddtedifittatidit setthelind | th) €y 1a@ ardbotiadiel and the et her
and carbon di oxi de, while continuously w thdraw ng the resul t ant

et heri fi cati aliphadticomanoliydric aiteohnlngin Hhe presencenwifhdertoahnst-he di ol
produced in step (1) and the produce hai.n ether fromthe :
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10 gaseous form containing the produced dialkyl carbonate and

the unreacted aliphatic monohydric alcohol from an upper
portion of the distillation column and continuously withdraw-
ing a high boiling point mixture in a liguid form containing
the produced diol and the unreacted cyclic carbonate from a

15 lower portion of the distillation column, and (2) continu-
ously feeding the high boiling point mixture withdrawn from
the lower portion of the distillation column to a continuous
etherification reactor, to thereby effect.a continuous
etherification reaction between the unreacted cyclic

20 carbonate and a part of the produced diol and produce a chain
~ether and carbon dioxide, while continuously withdrawing the
resultant_etherificatibn reaction mixture containing the
remainder of the diol produced in step (1) and the produced .
chain ether from the continuous etherification reactor,

25 wherein the etherification reaction mixture has a cyclic
‘carbonate content of from 0 to 102 in terms of the weight

ratio of the cyclic carbonate to the diol.



