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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a method for producing a stereocomplex polylactic acid having high melting point and high molecular
weight, wherein only stereocomplex crystals are grown when melting and crystallization are repeated. Specifically disclosed is a
method for producing a polylactic acid, which comprises a step (1) for obtaining a first polylactic acid by ring-opening polymer-
ization of a first lactide composed of lactic acid units of the same chirality; a step (2) for obtaining a purified first polylactic acid
by removing the lactide from the first polylactic acid in a molten state under a reduced pressure; a step (3) for obtaining a second
polylactic acid by ring-opening polymerization of a second lactide having a chirality different from that of the first lactide in the
presence of the purified first polylactic acid; and a step (4) for obtaining a purified second polylactic acid by removing the lactide
from the second polylactic acid in a molten state under a reduced pressure.
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