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Compounds of the androstane sc-
rics arc described having general for-
mula (I) and solvates thereof, in which
R represents O, S or NH; R; individu-
ally represents OC(=0)Cs.6 alkyl; Ry in-
dividually represcats hydrogen, methyl
(which may be in either the & or 8 con-
figuration) or methylene; or Rz and R3
together represent (a) wherein Rg and
R7 are the same or different and each
represents hydrogen or Cis alkyl; Ry
and Rs are the same or different and
each represents hydrogen or halogen;
and (b) represents a single or a double
bond. Compounds of formula (1) and
their solvates have use in medicine as

anti-inflammatory or anti-allergic agents.
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