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A television chat system is provided that 10
allows television viewers to engage in real-time 12 . I : :
communications in chat groups with other televi- A j} : 16
sion viewers while watching television. Users I
of the television chat system may engage in
real~time communications with others users who 14 MAIN FACILITY { 18 TELEWS',?:C?I{%R]BW'ON
are cumrently watching the same television pro- PROGRAM GUIDE 22
gram or channel. The system allows real-time " DATABASE
communications in a chat group to be trans-
mitted between users at user television equip-
ment devices via a television distribution facil-
ity. The television chat system of the present in-
vention permits users to join chat groups related
to television programs, channcls, or categories
of programs that the user may be interested in.
Real-time communications may be textual mes-
sages, audic communications, or video commu-
nications. The television chat system may also USER TELEVISION SET-TOP BOX
allow users to send chat requests to ask other EQUIPMENT _ 2%
users to enter a chat group. The system also per- I MEMORY |
mits users to establish chat groups that television

viewers are permitted to join. The television chat ] 3 32' .
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system may be based on an interactive television VIDEQCASSETTE USER
program guide or set~top box application imple- RECORDER INTERFACE
mented on a set—top box. '
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