
Abstract SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING IMMEDIATE CONFIRMATION FOR
SHIPPING SERVICES    A method and related system allow reservations of
shipping slots on a vessel. The method includes accepting for
pre-allocation from a carrier, slots on a voyage of the vessel,
corresponding carrier booking numbers for the slots, and shipping rules for
the slots. A booking request from a shipper is accepted to reserve one or
more of the pre-allocated slots on the vessel, together with shipping
information for the booking request. The shipping information is correlated
against the shipping rules for the slots to determine if the booking
request can be accepted. If the booking request can be accepted, the
carrier booking numbers corresponding to the reserved slots are then
provided to the shipper, and the corresponding slots are marked as
reserved. Figure 1 


