“The invention relates to a novel process for the manufacture of noul di ngs,
especially contact | enses, in which a soluble prepolyner conprising

4crosslinkable groups is cross- linked in solution, and also to noul di ngs,
especi ally contact |enses, obtainable in accord- ance with that process.
The present invention relates also to novel prepolyners that can be used in
the process according to the invention, especially derivatives of a

pol yvi nyl al cohol having a nol BEURat Wet; “%‘at | east about 2000 that,
based on the nunber of hydr oxygeé?'iﬁu"sxﬁf%@ % yvi nyl al cohol, conprise
fromapproximately 0.5 to appriox-_i E’[&C}ZDBO % pf units of formula I

[err] wherein R is |ower al kylene having up to 8 carbon atons,
Rlerr] is hydrogen or |lower alkyl and Rerr] is_an aolefinically
unsaturated, electron-attracting, copolymerisabf&/Yd8P#UN preferably
having up to 25 carbon atons, to crosslinked polyners, either hono- or
co-polynmers of those novel prepolyners, to processes for the preparation
of the novel prepolyners and the honb- and co-pol yners obtai nabl e

t her ef r onPhotocrmsslinkedgelymete from t he said honp- or co-pol yners,
especially contact | enses made fromthose hono- or co-polyners, and to

processes for the manufacture of contact |enses using the-said hono- or
co- pol yneAbstract

The invention relates to a novel process for the manufacture of mouldings, especially
contact lenses, in which a soluble prepolymer comprising crosslinkable groups is cross-
linked in solution, and also to mouldings, especially contact lenses, obtainable in accord-
ance with that process. The present invention relates also to novel prepolymers that can be
used in the process according to the invention, especially derivatives of a polyvinyl

, alcohol having a molecular weight of at least about 2000 that, based on the number of
hydroxy groups of the polyvinyl alcohol, comprise from approximately 0.5 to approx-
imately 80 % of units of formula I
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wherein

R 1s lower alkylene having up to 8 carbon atoms,

R! is hydrogen or lower alkyl and

R?is an olefinically unsaturated, electron-attracting, copolymerisable radical preferably
having up to 25 carbon atoms, to crosslinked polymers, either homo- or co-polymers of
those novel prepolymers, to processes for the preparation of the novel prepolymers and the
homo- and co-polymers obtainable theret‘rérﬁ, to mouldings made from the said homo- or
co-polymers, especially contact lenses made from those homo- or co-polymers, and to
processes for the manufacture of contact lenses using the-said homo- or co-polymers.



