
What is Claimed: 

1. 	A method for preparing a pharmaceutical composition, comprising the step 

of: 

forming a powder blend of nilotinib hydrochloride monohydrate and a ast 

one pharmaceutically acceptable excipient; 

wet massing and kneading the powder blend with a granulation Ix uid to form 

moist granules; and 

drying the moist granules to form granules. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the granulation liquid•mprises water. 

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein the granulation 1pr id is present in a 

concentration from 10% to 25% by weight of the pow RR blend. 

4. The method of Claim 1, further comprisin he step of sieving the granules. 

5. The method of Claim 1, wherein the oist granules are dried to a loss on 

drying value less than or equal to about o percent by weight of the moist granules 

prior to drying. 

6. The method of Claim 1, wr rein the powder blend comprises a surfactant. 

7. The method of Claim , wherein the surfactant is a poloxamer. 

8. The method of 	im 7, wherein the poloxamer is poloxamer 188. 

9. The metho of Claim 1, wherein the powder blend consists of nilotinib 

hydrochloride 	nohydrate, lactose monohydrate and polyvinyl pyrrolidone. 

10. A pr= rmaceutical composition produced by the method according to Claim 1. 

11. pharmaceutical composition produced by the method according to Claim 9. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for preparing a pharmaceutical composition 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) forming a powder blend of nilotinib hydrochloride 
monohydrate and at least one pharmaceutically accept-
able excipient; 

(b) wet massing and kneading the powder blend with a 
granulation liquid to form moist granules; and 

(c) drying the moist granules to form granules. 
/. 	rriPthorl of claim 	wherein 	g-rgrpilntinn iiniiirl 

comprises water. 
3. The method of claim 2 wherein the granulation liquid is 

present in a concentration from about 10% to about 25% by 
weight of the powder blend. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
sieving the granules. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the moist granules are 
dried to a loss on drying value less than or equal to about two 
percent by weight of the moist granules prior to drying. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said powder blend 
comprises a surfactant. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said surfactant is a 
poloxamer. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said poloxamer is polox-
amer 188. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the powder blend con-
sists of nilotinib hydrochloride monohydrate, lactose mono-
hydrate and polyvinyl pyrrolidone. 

10. A pharmaceutical composition produced by the method 
according to claim 1. 

11. A pharmaceutical composition produced by the method 
according to claim 8. 

12. A pharmaceutical composition produced by the method 
according to claim 9. 
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