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{34) Title: MODIFIED CELLULOSIC FIBERS AND FIBROUS WEBS CONTAINING THESE FIBERS
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{57) Abstract

Disclosed are modified cellulosic fibers having a dry zero span tensile index that is substantially less than the dry zero span tensile
index of the corresponding unmodified cellulosic fibers. Fibers having reduced dry zero span tensile may provide fibrous structures having
improved hand feel compared with fibers prepared from unmodified fibers. In particular, such modified fibers provide fibrous structures
with improved flexibility, which Iz perceived as improved softness. The reduced dry zero span tensile is preferably achieved by reacting
the fibers with one or more cellulase enzymes and one or more debonders. The invention also relates to a fibrous structure having 2 density
of not more than about 0.4 g/ce, wherein the fibrous structure comprises modified cellulosic fibers having a dry zero span tensile index that
ig at least about 15 % less than the dry zero span tensile index of the corresponding wnmodified cellulosic fibers; and wherein the fibrous
structure has a bending modulus per unit dry tensile that is at least about 30 % less than the bending modulus per unit dry tensile of a
fibrous structure prepared from corresponding unmodified fibers.




