MULTI - COMMUNI TY | NSTANT MESSAG NG SYSTEM AND DEVI CE  ABSTRACT A
mul ti-comunity instant nessagi ng system device and nethod are provided.
The systemincludes a plurality of instant nessagi hg communities, a
network, and at |east one nobile instant messagi ng device. The nobile
i nstant nessagi ng de- vice provides a user interface for displaying a
plurality community-specific icons, eah community-specific icon providing
an identification of one of the instant nessage comunities. The nobile
device also provides a plurality of configura- tion data files are stored
on the device, each configuration data file being associ- ated with one of
the community-specific icons, and a conmon instant nessaging application.
Upon sel ecting one of the comunity-specific icons, the common i nstant
nmessagi ng apMULERCOMWUNISY CENSTANT MEESACING |BMSTEM MIDCREWIORI t y- specific in-
Stant nessagi ng application using the associated configuration data file,
and may communi cate instant nessagesBSiRACThe network to the sel ected
i nstant nmessagi ng conmunity. (Fig. 1)
A multi-community instant messaging system, device and method are provided.
5 The system includes a plurality of instant messaging communities, a network, and
at least one mobile instant messaging device. The mobile instant meésaging de-
vice provides a user interface for displaying a plurality community-specific icons,
each community-specific icon providing an identification of one of the instant
message communities. The mobile device also provides a plurality of configura-
10 tion data files are stored on the device, each configuration data file being associ-
ated with one of the community-specific icons, and a common instant messaging
application. Upon selecting one of the community-specific icons, the common
instant messaging application is configured for use as a community-specific in-
stant messaging application using the associated configuration data file, and may
15 communicate instant messages over the network to the selected instant messaging
community.

(Fig. 1)




