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ABSTRACT 

A sputtering target capable of maintaining high coercive force in the 

magnetic layer of a magnetic recording medium and improving magnetic 

separation between magnetic particles is provided. A sputtering target includes 

Co and Pt as metal components and NbO2 as a metal oxide component. Or 

alternatively, a sputtering target includes Co and Pt as metal components, and 

includes a phase containing Co, Nb, and O. 
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