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"Working Platforn Field of the Invention This
invention relates to the field of tenporary structures

wo or07/092984 di ng work platfornms, and to a net hodP@f/AU2006/000189

providing a work platform Background Art Tenporary

work platforns have traditionalkl.y been provided in

vari ous manners, nost commonly through static nethods

such as use of scaffolding which is erected around

SWoarking Pfatfeymd” t hr ough nobi | e neans such

hydraulically controlled platforns such as those

comonly known as cherry-pickers. Adifficulty with
Figlfifofithengveéntibhat it is tine-consunmng to erect. It

is not always possible to easily erect scaffolding in

some situations. Simlarly, it is not always possible
TRisUFR/ehfiBh delates k@l the FRId | SFUleRiporan StiRiIcRFES S tiroviding work
| ocate a cherry-picker is problematic. It is an object
platioraspaed ine melhedaf erovidingrawpteplaiformt er nat i ve

wor k pl atform arrangenent, that obviates sone of the

af orenenti oned probl ens. Throughout the specification,
Backgsound Arént ext requires otherw se, the word

“conprise" or variations such as "conprises" or

“conprising”, will be understood to inply the

Teoipesarynwork alatfoamsdhaver trgditiooallyybeep povidedeigevaridug manners,

not .the exclusion pf a ot her integer or greu f oy C
st garaTERh. TrdlaR.sBR, ReMre RS A Hesceh Ahaflbling which is
Wrédﬁ_e@narcﬁﬁﬁiecétrtﬁftunbb,e aMe@seirtbuyi v abbilen hésie ssch  hydraulically
provided a platformfor use as a tenporary support

senfeliag: olat sught 88 nihesapeeaTMRNIMnkrPandR @terry-pickers. A
B oA LR T Bhat RRE thé LBHSIRFIEIS RGN ot aways
outer “periphery thereof, and at |'east 0 I Nner " r ope

possibld tooeasilydereet scaffpldingtiansbmeg situatimes. Sivallady, it is not always

possible to use cherry-pickers, particularly where access to locate a cherry-picker

is problematic.

It is an object of the present invention to provide an alternative work platform

arrangement, that obviates some of the aforementioned problems.

Throughout the specification, unless the context requires otherwise, the word
“‘comprise” or variations such as “comprises” or “comprising”, will be understood to
imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the exclusion of
any other integer or group of integers.

Disclosure of the Invention

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there is provided a
platform for use as a temporary support structure, said platform comprising an
expanse of netting having a border rope fitted thereto around the outer periphery
thereof, and at least one inner rope fitted to said netting, extending around, inside
and spaced from said border rope, and spaced from any other said at least one
inner rope.



10

15

20

and spaced from sai d border rope, and spaced from any
ot her said at |east one inner rope.Preferably said at

WO e@3n9x8e i nner rope i s spaced evenly from saPdI/boeaen00189
rope, in concentric manner. Preferably said at |east
one inner rope is spaced evenly_fromany other said at
| east one inner periphery rope, in concentric manner.
RErERI shio° A 8aRodg et R6ge i SEASHY LU #om 38T Rer rope, in
tonaantdc nedrineng. Preferably said border rope is
attached to said netting by being stitched thereto, at
| east where said border rope intersects said netting.
Preferatap spice at lessticheainnee aspe g epaoedeveneirom sy ether said at
through_the mesh of said net. Preferably each said at
ek PN HANGrRREPNERHEONEs I EPRRARUUC MANNSId net ti ng.
Preferably each said at | east one inner rope is
attached to said netting by being stitched thereto, at
Peefsrablyspiel kargles Eare istwWovessthr theaesh gheaid net.
intersects said netting. Preferably the border rope
has its ends spliced together. Preferably each said at
Peefetabiy saidhrsdler ene isaitached dagsidspetiinad t oget her .
Splicing provides for increased strength. Preferably
the border rope is a three strand tw sted rope.

Prefeeatdy sgid: brrdebrans isratjnehiad 40 said nettinenbyi kairg stitchaehthereto, at

I B Fab 5ot e RS 3l RBh G Gt r o

froml2mmto 22mm Preferably the border rope has a

P8Rt oty AL 1983 e BB b o YR BRGIIT T fresn of sai

hBg border rope has a dianeter of about 16mm

Preferably each said at least one inner rope is attached to said netting.

Preferably each said at least one inner rope is attached to said netting by being
stitched thereto, at least where any said at least one inner rope intersects said

netting.

Preferably the border rope has its ends spliced together.

Preferably each said at least one inner rope has its ends spliced together.

Splicing provides for increased strength.

Preferably the border rope is a three strand twisted rope.

Preferably the border rope has a minimum diameter 8mm.

Preferably the border rope has a minimum diameter of 10mm.

Preferably the border rope has a diameter of from 12mm to 22mm.
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Preferably the each said at | east one inner rope is a
three strand twi sted rope. Preferably each said at

WO e@39x8e i nner rope has a m ni mum di amet er 8PEMT/AU2006/000189

Preferably each said at |east one inner rope has a
m ni mum di ameter of 10mm Prefgrably each said at
| east one inner rope has a dianeter of from12mnmto

BBy Bihie iR 1ag 2l SeBbtontt Honf dA 5 200RRS o
at Ieast one inner rope has a dianeter of froml1l5mmto
ERTRlaREY Bie bt o576 as A abter R bieR I8 M8 8E AT ope

is formed of polypropylene. Preferably each said at

BFRtadi e Bl KRS a5 ARt akBRLABHED) ng o

di aneter of from2.0mmto 6. Omn Preferably said net

e R B AR b S B o

a dlameter of from2.5mmto 3. Orrm A three ply thread

d, t f bl
BErBetl padh spibrtipBRiy e Brat Fe has aagiumetimefer smm.
Al ter nat ively said net has a r honmboi d shaped mesh.

re sai d border ro i's woven throu
E yﬁé? gidatigagine r&%‘?@%aéﬂ'"ﬁ'ﬁa@ ‘isiéineéﬁr&mmm

tlme Thi s may occur where two strands intersect (as
in strands that equate to a warp and a weft

Prefeeatlyepchasaid 3 iast ONBABNSH ARPY K178 3 r%?@et%r doffem 12mm to

b? Fpygh the nmesh of said net passing over two strands
said net at a time. This may occur where two

Preferably each said at least one inner rope has a diameter of from 14mm to
20mm.

Preferably each said at least one inner rope has a diameter of from 15mm to
18mm.

Preferably each said at least one inner rope has a diameter of about 16mm.
Preferably said border rope is formed of polypropylene.
Preferably each said at least one inner rope are formed of polypropylene.

Preferably said net is formed of thread having a diameter of from 2.0mm to
6.0mm.

Preferably said net is formed of thread having a diameter of from 2.0mm to
4.0mm.

Preferably said net is formed of thread having a diameter of from 2.5mm to
3.0mm. A three ply thread is preferred, most preferably of polyethylene.
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strands intersect (as in strands that equate to a warp
and a weft). Preferably the nesh of said net is

whp@roexds4 Thi s provi des i ncreased strength, aneCT/AU2006/000189

provi des for ease of repair. Preferably said nmesh has
apertures of from25nmto 60y w de and high, in each
direction. Preferably said nesh has apertures of from

0 o 50 i de_and high,.,in each direction.
%P@@f’%{ﬁﬁ%%ﬂ%ﬁq“ﬁé%%ﬁﬁgn ures of from 35mmto
45mm wi de and high, in each direction. Preferably said

from S%rrmto 40nm wi de and hi gh,

sh _ha er t f
Aq%r@%@f??ﬂgglggﬁl{g%% %FMP%GI%/%Q? "t f or m i ncl udes
at | east one additional rope fitted to said netting,
FehaE SR T Sl el b PS50 S8 BHsing over
t@@dsiftf;é f §a‘?cﬂ’g'.§t gf § tNY eMhishay PecarivtheRe W Berands intersect (as
referably saird additional ropeS are attached to said

instraindg tratefopadd ty asearg angda wedhal ropes are attached
to said inner rope(s) and said border rope..
Preferably said additional ropes are attached to said i
Preferably bgctbeaitgatisast bad inher mpe, isavoveadhropsbribegypgh of said
addi ti onal ropes intersects said,netting—.Ih

RATUMLOVEOBES SHRPaBcraie Kt et e This iy gegusyhere two
SPfhdsARIrsEARES in SraRdd ma@@ggéfm@wam Bntkewett).
I nvention, there is provided a nethod of providing a

work platform said method including supporting a
Iﬁlle?érfaglﬂrésm@@ﬁ‘brf!sﬁﬁﬂné‘ttig\{@ioﬁéémﬁﬁ@Eﬂf\ﬁdés)mﬁeased strength, and

extendi'ng from said border rope at the edge of said
mrioaidiesrfor eask of repaird i nner ropes to conveni ent anchor
poi nts of a structure.

Preferably said mesh has apertures of from 25mm to 60mm wide and high, in

each direction.

Preferably said mesh has apertures of from 30mm to 50mm wide and high, in

each direction.

Preferably said mesh has apertures of from 35mm to 45mm wide and high, in
each direction.

Preferably said mesh has apertures of from 38mm to 40mm wide and high, in

each direction.

Preferably said platform includes at least one additional rope fitted to said netting,
extending across said netting, intersecting said inner rope(s) and said border

rope.
Preferably said additional ropes are woven through said netting.

Preferably said additional ropes are attached to said netting.
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Preferably said support ropes conprise two peripheral
ropes extendi ng al ong opposite edges of said platform

waea7ee98 ed to said platformin positions | ocBtBEAURIN6/000189

spaced relation. Preferably said support ropes include
i ndi vi dual ropes extending fr_o§n_ positions spaced apart
from each ot her, along edges of said platform

SESbEY s R PH EPeldSH le ifony ag v

"r ten3|on Tensi oni ng may be provi ded using
w nches. Preferably said support ropes include further
support ropes secured to a said at |east one inner

P%?Srabﬁ“%hloséablmbﬁgl mesbaréneﬁawe@ftohgmaaqetﬁﬁ@ BysBelblg stitched
further sup gort ropes in this manner allo

ihesetet at leagbwhprs sald wsldiffonah eopasdpfessests @awbnettmg

t ensi oned, for supporting of extra |load, such as where

equi pnent is to be supported, or where two or nore

Ple additionahesgestroayeiof tie samertypaias thetiesderaid inner ropes.
further include provision of additional support ropes,

strung underneath the platform In addition or
Alspelnrmoovéarycet withithe inventioey, loerenigypromicdiedd metbod of providing a

ot SRR AR ke o BBRi 48 Spsprivod above

frbﬂi gupspbrt eopéseeﬂbaafngrmmﬁmdwmmb@u the édge of said platform
preferably formed of 50mm w de nylon or Kevl ar

snd/apsridghnapianesita canyeaiest apeh POl hagEHatuite f or m

100mm x 100mm apertures, and stitched at each

cross-over. Either addi ti onal features ﬁr ovi de _
Bt&ferahbymaﬁalti@@@pﬂ Bpeashaemprige dwel gaKieheral 4ppas reddanding along

O AL A A L
H\@d@eawemﬁmA preferred enbodi ment of the invention
wi 'l now be described in the follow ng description

made with reference to the drawi ngs in which:
Preferably said support ropes include individual ropes extending from positions

spaced apart from each other, along edges of said platform. Preferably said

support ropes are secured to said border rope.

Preferably said support ropes are secured under tension. Tensioning may be

provided using winches.

Preferably said support ropes include further support ropes secured to a said at
least one inner rope. Such securing may be by way of hooks. The use of further
support ropes in this manner allows predetermined portions of the platform to be
tensioned, for supporting of extra load, such as where equipment is to be

supported, or where two or more personnel need to work together.

The method may further include provision of additional support ropes, strung
underneath the platform. In addition or alternatively to this the method may
include the provision of support webbing which is located under the platform.
Support webbing can provide additional rigidity to the platform. The support
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Figure 1 is a plan view of a work platform according

to the enbodi nent, show ng attachnent of the work
w@k@voemosa to two structures in the form of twoPOPAUS®E/000189

wal |l s; Figure 2 is a part view of a |ongitudinal edge

of the work platformof figuregl; Figure 3 is a part

view of a tensioning arrangenent for the work

FAGPE8 by P ol Suhuph SUEH e G YPAND Shoven i 2
weavd apared 1Dbﬁ‘ln¢@?@ﬂitﬁﬁ6tm 10Besrh XMoEhe) aperturés! byd stitched at
Qut the Invention The enbodinent is a platform 11l for

t -

eah erosg-auenp Githey addiipoak featuras pre\dde aadiigpabsyrreyt so that rigid

R | . .
HBEASES SInERH TR0l oAb EcIALA P PHAGHIN bigkizg o surece
foasupporingesquimmentl5 woven through adj acent hol es of
the netting 13, alternating to opposite sides of the
netting 13. The border rope 15 extends around the
Brief Deecyiption bbtheeDrawings3, and forns a primary
support through which the platform 11 nay be attached
to an external structure 17. The ends of the border

Aoheferfedietnhcdlimeslt by tisdlinvantignt willehdwerbe slestiitedd & the following
join of good strength is forned. In addition to this,
dercriptipadnade pithrsfergnag tq thedrayingseinihichihg by bei ng

sewn t I = i

et 1T RIS B 3ebial iR b0 JIOACPIaHOR 4etarfing™, the embodiment
slowing altadHoent beitmey wbrkt platfedn vtbetwa eirsictunesl.imfitbe form of two
gl a(t&fﬁ(;{mﬁl_ i ncludes three inner ropes 19, 2 1, 23

RR ¥8'$:0cat ed spaced from each other and fromthe

bor d irPvi ' ' latf8RA of figure 1;
R 893s KBAT GO, BB et o rur

t he Rigure 1%yis13,pait viewnaf antgnstonig eslangesianédobthe werk platform;
netting 13. The ends of each inner rope 19, 2 1, 23,

joined by splicing together, so that joins of good
st r epgjule a4 eisf ar PRsh Vidw agliiélsiing which may be optionally utilised

underneath the work platform of the embodiment..
Best Mode(s) for Carrying Out the Invention

The embodiment is a platform 11 for use as a temporary support structure for
supporting workers and equipment. The platform 11 comprises a rectangular
expanse of square shaped netting 13 and has a border rope 15 woven through
adjacent holes of the netting 13, alternating to opposite sides of the netting 13.
The border rope 15 extends around the periphery of the netting 13, and forms a
primary support through which the platform 11 may be attached to an external
structure 17. The ends of the border rope 15 are joined by splicing together, so
that a join of good strength is formed. In addition to this, the border rope 15 is
secured to the netting by being sewn thereto. It should be noted that while the
netting 13 appears rhomboid in figure 1, this is due to the platform being distorted

when tensioned.
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to this, the inner ropes 19, 2 1, 23 are secured to

the netting by being sewn thereto. The platform 11
W@bk®ae/092984 udes two di agonal | y extendi ng ropes PAT/Mii2mb/000189

extend across the netting 13, from opposed corners.

These di agonal |y extending rqQpes 24 are |ocated

underneath the netting, and need not be woven through

h ti -al h ' '

PP ALY ek o RBeRold 46 P ated spacec
RS eachopeer and frdva thetidraer rogeen 8 ihhencentrier saoher. Tach inner
border rope 15, each inner rope 1 and e

9, 21, 23, h .
rapadéh 2| ¢3ds elaedvagen peug apiacent heles ofithe Regting £ calternating

[0) f . i |

R Ho by e A gL, 21,20,
j?h@debypkpﬂidh@g yejdihérese thht it bhgood siredgtmeteeformied. In addition
tot GV ABLBVET TPRES A nEbi 20 26 SHIsEnfHaGUTaY Boing sewn
L gﬁ@)rﬁeﬁﬁ gﬁs‘ﬂji c[d%ff@sst'h\/\ﬂ)edfagoﬁbﬂﬁﬁ effehdi) ropes 24 which

point to p mesh of the nefting 13 is knotted i
éxiend acrassstbe rwttieg dBhfroendppesad eoniess  daaagdiagpnaly extending

net ting shoul ny,of its,.thr b . i I

6ep it Orafecf Bistbentriing icitoneA L fegd 1ol fgRgeen through the
RiRg ! Aenduigiey’ GEb Swevih BaefuirsderSimilagy,lhes@ diagonal ropes
23 are woven so that they pass over two strands of

way bergawmato the other ronﬁSsamgW@antBn@c\@h@rQMGVéﬂtﬁvﬁ?d-

strands intersect (as in strands that equate to a warp
and a weft). The platform 11 is supported fromthe .
The bordererope b5, eagipinmnermopes! 9, 2t S, fancheaeh diggonally extending

R0 6 2 OB S R R BPBBBEIGpiene g having an
Hesrap Apimbter oPaBodb1@hm.secured to the platform 11 by
clips in the formof carabinas 3 1, which are

positioned in spaced relation, secured around the

PRE JRitiRPASSisformEbcoPRIréd blyetiPgond thiwiad haviag endthmeter of
by TI RF&(t hand w nches%? 'ﬁ]e peripheral ro o

fiom 2H5mmite FBEMnARdinast ;enesh absauare shape as stgtgg a2b50ve. The
mesh size is about 38mm wide and high (distance measured from side to side
and not point to point). The mesh of the netting 13 is knotted for increased
strength, and to minimise damage to the netting should any of its thread break.
This also assists in maintenance, should the net be damaged.

Both the border rope 15 and each inner rope 19, 21, 23 are woven so that they
pass over two strands of said net at a time. This tends to occur where two

strands intersect (as in strands that equate to a warp and a weft).

The platform 11 is supported from the structure 17 by support ropes in the form of
two peripheral ropes 25 extending along opposite longitudinal edges 27 and 29 of
the platform 11. The peripheral ropes 25 are secured to the platform 11 by clips
in the form of carabinas 31, which are positioned in spaced relation, secured
around the border ropes 15. The peripheral ropes 25 are tensioned by TIRFOR™
hand winches 32. The peripheral ropes 25 are free to move within the carabinas

31, which aids in deploying and dismantling the platform.
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3 1, which aids in deploying and di smantling the
pl atform Addi ti onal security for the platform1ll is

w@e@vioghoss by further support ropes in the fornP@f/AU2006/000189

i ndi vi dual ropes 33, which conprise ratchet tensioning
strap with hooks to secure to ghe border rope 15. The
ratchet tensioning is provided by a ratchet wi nch 35

ARGBREA, S0, 4P 9B TR OaY ) R ERg 3R s i e

fofm dihiadivitilia¥ rhess 33 Wﬁ@h%n%@@téh@%p@&nhgmtmp with hooks to
| ocat ed spaced apart from each ot her,  al ong

/
W@JFSI’[thr Rerser TR 13- e rREPlar iR & OVasROY a ratchet
Wa grr ORGPinldi dﬁéq rf)[ge@BOfTHearhehﬁﬂue#I %‘rﬁ SOQB%Qte?H t%pconvenrent

provi cure to an e Inner ro
amhdrepemtsrc:i?uroé thenstrugiuree 13. t h'léhe andinietual empes:rﬁ&@xtend from

RosRbnS el SRt Caat o A piPeiodg e80e o HieLptform 11
rranner al | ovvs predeterm ned portions of the platform

h)e tt?gg resﬂrfr fsgoerrStﬁ%portr ! {&gese)é‘tr rf\?%lﬁ%(\j%a@ge? ?ensioning
?Réﬁ 3@%&988 roﬁ@@g th SeMaFK td Qﬁgbﬁ‘%e wﬁ%r‘%beg% %Re structure. In

ure 4, additional support we
frgrhnes:is et mcﬂchélfﬂensmmmgrstrape%rezr@emmd $o the inwer ropss 49 &y way of a

nder t Iatf and secured under t
B 411 o7yl o Chbeh cEPSoR FERE I 1S ThabidA R, Brasistermined
P’QH%SW i Btafﬁfofrrﬂf td be @hgiohéﬂmfdrlsumﬁorﬂﬁg%faéﬂra load, such as
herefrom In use, the support webbi ng 43 can provide

where ieghismentgisdiot he tssippeEed] ar Miere 1o PRéN@igppeisennel need to

%t&g} ﬁ% is formed of 50mm wi de nyl on strapping 45,
ﬁ "weave spaced 100mm apart to form 100mm x

100mMm apertures 47, and stitched at each cross-over

B nG EhLR oA S D BRI M5 3k SRysffated. The support

weser & i licddted ﬂihdé*hmeqﬂdtfbrrﬁr’w afdteeuted under tension to
provr ed by the support webbin , or by additiona

iirble anewiing Beiniei Wheh gpay |b@i %haﬂearw%h dpe emwﬁtmguwnts for the
f&%%' AP, G 85 ratd tflerdil S8, RRe support webbing 43 can provide

additional rigidity to the platform 11. The support webbing 43 is formed of 50mm
wide nylon strapping 45, woven in a weave spaced 100mm apart to form 100mm

X 100mm apertures 47, and stitched at each cross-over 49.

The method may further include provision of additional support ropes, strung

under tension, underneath the platform.

The additional support provided by the support webbing 43, or by additional ropes
allows the weight of rigid planks or aluminium sections to be carried. This may be

desirable where a rigid surface is required for supporting equipment.

Outwardly the platform of the invention may appear similar to a safety net. The
use of safety nets is well known and wide spread among many industries. Safety
nets that are designed to catch a person or object from falling a great distance are

very effective if used in this capacity. However, safety nets cannot be used as
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desirable where a rigid surface is required for
supporting equi pment. Qutwardly the platformof the

WO pooen998h may appear simlar to a safety net.Pdhaume000189
of safety nets is well known and w de spread anobng
many industries. Safety nets that are designed to
catch a person or object fromfalling a great distance

o WheRboZiaGEo v <fEEfehdentd i GBAH o8 ¥ Biges, due to

thEr &>@e8Sive RNUMEEN ca@Nthal thé hettiiy bidibis owhitht imakes the netting
dges, due to the excessive sag under |oad that the

e
difficult rapdetarauiiable, tomioye araned andever en.nd Nig st begause the middle

u j I ar d i Sk
G084 8 oobP 50K RS FE r s iperson on the
sth@‘@a nétQﬂtﬂNrngélels?rm cowarslsi thg demérepef thensafetyt het, ofitataway from
(Rt dasioen watlegdrea-on eh GroDIRE 5 Buevis: toea s e lrkaitional safety
RT3 SR, 9 SJPpriShabhS viatHs o ust of crry
sUubr &s shpesobust hedvyenbjegy falling fras hejghts opafety netsvysed are not

object fallin om hei ght . fety.net d

el Halitiet Fdf e daraon e Soso il ek piire iy g person to
SBHRuk Rk IE MRWSAD id @oRAUEEEtUPBH thew néfs 10s Inecassary for the
conducted upon these nets it is necessary for the

workies to remaimaiilhagd ito maintein 6 lawi erire\obITayily vdheh én piost cases
ravity.which i. cases neans sitting down in the

'ﬁ' _”S|Sﬁt"8%ﬂ§\l"g§,ﬁﬂ5%ﬁ%ke probl ens associated with

attc;rrpltin? to use safety nets as a work surface, the

Wor tformof .the invention i . rr

FoLi BhL R ok ANSEPESL i, el ik iy et as

WwoBl 8Lace Piic AAsk Platfdrire of The imprktiopl it Ablentootatriiethe load of a

i nvention can withstand continuous static | oadin

whrksi areserkers, anshthed aqupaant fengdstaked B‘P@d&e?fig me. The work

£ .4 0 1 i ' . .
Blsbl T 8T R SR BYEPY8 A8 Bt cn moans i
gzml hofi hléé\lagk\.iaﬂg fohiory peficdsroffimeo Dhee pdatfbrrmotithe invention can

nam c | oadin [ f '
alset l@_epnslackenelad %ﬁcgy %%Irtﬁglllyarseleaasir% lthé?l (Nrirﬁ}c%esngé ta'nrgj(‘:’33, allowing the
platform 11 to be used in a dynamic loading capacity as a fall arrest netting

system.

The platform of the invention provides stability and ease of operation for those
conducting work upon the netting itself. This is achieved by providing the inner
ropes 19, 21, 23, which achieve the same function as the border rope, to create
multiple zones within the broad area of the netting. These inner perimeter ropes
can be used to apply tension to the surface of the net, as illustrated in figure 3,
which makes the platform 11 easier to work on. These extra leverage points
reduce the tendency of the netting as a whole to sag when a load is applied. The
inner perimeter ropes also allow certain areas of the netting system to be
tensioned to individual workers requirements. One worker may have a different
preference to another as to what they consider a comfortable and suitable working
platform. |
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The platformof the invention provides stability and

ease of operation for those conducting work upon the
wmedorioynysd t sel f. This is achieved by provi di ngp€Tiau2006/000189

inner ropes 19, 2 1, 23, which achieve the sane

function as the border rope,_tg._create multiple zones

within the broad area of the netting. These inner

erinmeter rop can, be, used appl ensi t.a .t he.
e baRsTgphetS el s by itk fo, BBRSY 16 Bhaporife fiipg. and the
ifR&eRogedecat BE fuded ihloeafdrRY int Slak® ok tiee boldersrepex1s,allowing the
Ieveratge poi nts reduce the tendency of the netting as
edgehof thetpdatiers (heonfarm @saund obpiuGtians. The i nner

perimeter ropes also allow certain areas of the

netting systemto be tensioned to individual workers .
Theeuise exfdtighs deosity wohiethyleng prevides resistaace ip water, acid, alkaline

referenge t.0_an t J i N
BRI B0 B, Bl SRy HBBGRSIS Ehgfh maaring it ar
WRstaAd &arenaé gensienuasd! [ateraldioadingt harephighotiensity polyethylene
netting, and the inner ropes can be used 'bn | ocat.i ons
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example, the platform may be constructed in a circular configuration, where it is

desired to use it within a cylindrical tank of circular cross-section.

In addition, which the rectangular platform is described as secured along
peripheral ropes, it will be appreciated that there may be situations where due to
proximity of other structures, it is not necessary to use perimeter ropes extending
along the longitudinal edges of the platform, and one or both longitudinal edges of
the platform may be secured to a structure in similar manner to the ends of the

platform, as described above.

It should be appreciated that the scope of the invention is not limited to the
particular embodiment disclosed herein, and that changes may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. While fhroughout the
specification and claims that follow, the term “rope” is used, it should be
understood that this is not limited to natural or synthetic fibre based material, and



be appreciated that the platformneed not be
rectangul ar, and may be of any desired shape dependi ng
W@ p®n/093ee4 situati on where it is to be enpl oyedPCFaD2006/000189

exanpl e, the platformmay be constructed in a circular
configuration, where it is desjyed to use it within a
cylindrical tank of circular cross-section. In

j . whi ch.the rectangul ar platformis described
A, e "HieritglalEet Blrci Hapubls™ melal papeS” fonround cross-
seciaTh@fiRdmiofédial 'sher asEappmgi t uati ons where due to
proximty of other structures, it is not necessary to
use perimeter ropes extending along the |ongitudina
edges of the platform and one or both |ongitudina
edges of the platformmay be secured to a structure in
simlar manner to the ends of the platform as
descri bed above. It should be appreciated that the
scope of the invention is not limted to the
particul ar enbodi ment di scl osed herein, and that
changes may be nmade wi thout departing fromthe spirit
and scope of the invention. While throughout the
specification and clains that follow, the term"rope"
Is used, it should be understood that this is not
limted to natural or synthetic fibre based material,
andmay i ncl ude nonofil anent ateous nmaterial s, netal
cabl es, non-round crosssection profile material such
as strapping. The Cdains Defining the Invention are as
Follows 1. A platformfor use as a tenporary support
structure, said platformconprising an expanse of
netting having a border rope fitted thereto around the
outer periphery thereof, and at |east one inner rope
fitted to said netting, extending around, inside and
spaced from sai d border rope, and spaced from any
other said at |east one inner rope. 2. A platformas
claimed in claim1 wherein said at | east one inner
rope is spaced evenly fromsaid border rope, in
concentric manner. 3. A platformas clained in claiml
or 2 wherein said at |east one inner rope is



spaced evenly fromany other said at |east one inner
periphery rope, in concentric manner. 4. A platform as

web@iroex984i n any one of the preceding cl ai nts WhBCEAN2006/000189
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sai d border rope is woven through the nesh of said
net. 5. A platform as cIained_hQ_any one of t he
preceding cl ai ms wherein said border rope is attached
to said netting. 6. A platformas claimed in claim5

Wirr ClainkaDefikiigttie IMidmitioh ad 46 Feflows sai d netting
by being stitched thereto, at |east where said border

rope intersects said netting. 7. A platformas cl ai ned

N any osigtfeimt i peECadi Egté}h%@%\r"g@dﬁdﬁ‘ SAfuRA gaid platform

at | east one inner rope is woven the nesh’o
sai d fOMPrEing\ g1 #penseass oetinge havingamy borderofogehditied thereto

recedj ;A .0 each said at | east one inner
Fope. 0gd ifip B BedpieriafivieRd, cud'at ISP, piaf it Tope fited to
cl ai mesaid netting, rexBentdney %IrcSUrﬁ_QQHsiaéla_ihoa*s%é@étﬁfroﬁﬁ%aid border rope,
inner rope is attached to said netting by being
sti t clRg shaseddtom any ather saifl &t keast pnednieraopeeast one
inner rope intersects said netting.10. A platform as

lai med | n any one of the preceding claims wherein the -
(éor deP PEHErMaas iclaimeddie elpin dewhesejpt$aid .at leastrone inner rope is

| at f g&gpl : . recedi ng cl ai ns
\R/nerei pggggﬁgégfy a S%éogg l’d%ﬁgor%ﬁréggpg%ritnﬁggai & ends
spliced together. 12. A platformas clainmed in any one

f th [ ' in.said net has a square .
3esh, PGSR SR G Tl 2\ iher) sae Bn8efidne fner rope is
pr ecedpaged levienty fioar ahp cthbd shidr e ledst R Fﬁn\éﬁgﬁﬁiphery rope, in
t hrough the nmesh of said net passing over or under two

st r an&SNEENIEGINARNAT at a ti ne.

4, A platform as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein said
border rope is woven through the mesh of said net.

5. A platform as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein said
border rope is attached to said netting.

6. A platform as claimed in claim 5 wherein said border rope is attached to
said netting by being stitched thereto, at least where said border rope
intersects said netting.

7. A platform as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein each
said at least one inner rope is woven through the mesh of said net.

8. A platform as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein each
said at least one inner rope is attached to said netting.

9. A platform as claimed in claim 8 wherein each said at least one inner rope
is attached to said netting by being stitched thereto, at least where any
said at least one inner rope intersects said netting.
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14. A platformas clainmed in any one of the preceding
cl ai ns wherein each said at | east one inner rope is

wawneo2oks ough the nesh of said net passing OVRCT/AWR006/000189

strands of said net at a tine. 15. A platform as
clainmed in any one of the preceding clains wherein the
mesh of said net is knotted. 1 A platformas clained

19,28, BB, LSRR PR T, SR Yarechoroin the

to sabdrdatrbpe%ase@stm $ficBahegsthapi d netting,
i ntersecting said inner rope(s) and said border rope.

17. A platformas clained in claim 16 wherein each

$4qi d Adﬁllatfbﬂﬁaés bmedsln"\é’n’ﬁ?%nb%foﬂ@pﬁé‘ﬂegl%ﬁg‘?\%ﬁirﬂg'wherein each

18. A platformas clainmed i'n claim 16 or

each §§idoﬁtd@@$ttqrtﬁwlanel’ e has ds eadsiepliced ogietheret t i ng.

19. Aplatformas clained in any one of clains 16 to

18 wherein said additional ropes are attached to said

12ner Arlpiéers) asrelaimediinbamyiene of lee peéceding ctimenwhersin said net

cl ai wherein said additional ropes are
attagﬁgaatrgéﬂ§g%’gﬁ%s ting by being stitched thereto, at
| east where said additi onal ropes i ntersects said
@tti/ﬁg?lﬁl. A g OVIdI a work for

i ABah e GO 'W& Hnﬁgo RIPCH %Uhﬁ  Wbgrein said
I N angofee rope i vave f
ext onh e e ) E?Pﬁ%‘?w’r %*&2’“&?’%%%%"%?%‘293% or under
pl at f BYarbEAAdDef said et shertimepes, to convenient anchor
points of a structure. 22. A nmethod as clained in
claim2 1 wherein said support ropes conprise two
Pér i pheplatfoino mss cleimed dn rapyaboe pfdbpopiecediggelsimé wherein each

pos t PRt G rSE Hrkls Woydh fghidh 158 Mesh of said net passing

over two strands of said net at a time.

15. A platform as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein the mesh
of said net is knotted.

16. A platform as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein said
platform includes at least one additional rope fitted to said netting,
extending across said netting, intersecting said inner rope(s) and said
border rope.

17. A platform as claimed in claim 16 wherein each said additional rope is
woven through said netting.

18. A platform as claimed in claim 16 or 17 wherein each said additional rope
is attached to said netting.

19. A platform as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 18 wherein said additional
ropes are attached to said inner rope(s) and said border rope..
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23. Anmethod as clainmed in claim2 1 or 22 wherein
sai d support ropes include individual ropes extending

wo ea@mopaysd t i ons spaced apart from each ot her, BCTDAG2006/000189

edges of said platform 24. A nethod as clained in any
one of claims 2 1 to 23 vvherelg sal d support ropes are
secur ed to sai d border rope A nmet hod as cl ai ned

[ ¢l ai 1.to |n sai d, su

'rngggﬁa @h cﬁr@ép {rbr%ergh e,&e'r'?etsﬁlﬁﬁ aglgmonal ropes are
cl ai mmitalchedrtb eaid ﬁéttmbabg‘?oe?ng} éti@ch"e'ii g, Naf Rl dbt where said
suppor t ropes i nclude further support ropes secure

a sai @dditionahepesriptarseeis saisheetting. A met hod as

claimed in any one of clainms 2 1 to 26 further

|nclud|ng the provision of additional support ropes,

Sirund egpwwcheg @ werkoplatfors, said rrneﬂn@d lasludmg supporting a

f. to 27 furt
el uptatidtPay cRihellin el Gt thel SteBgdind FHiEYs fram spport ropes
under wtmdmhgafrbm said?Bordér pbpé farthe St anthil bl.‘étféﬁm and/or said

herein disclosed with reference to the draw ng
Inner ropes, to convenient anchor points of a structure

22. A method as claimed in claim 21 wherein said support ropes comprise two
peripheral ropes extending along opposite edges of said platform, and
secured to said platform in positions located in spaced relation.

23. A method as claimed in claim 21 or 22 wherein said support ropes include
individual ropes extending from positions spaced apart from each other,
along edges of said platform.

24. A method as claimed in any one of claims 21 to 23 wherein said support
ropes are secured to said border rope.

25. A method as claimed in any one of claims 21 to 24 wherein said support
ropes are secured under tension.

26. A method as claimed in any one of claims 21 to 25 wherein said support
ropes include further support ropes secured to a said at least one inner
rope.

27. A method as claimed in any one of claims 21 to 26 further including the

provision of additional support ropes, strung underneath the platform.

28. A method as claimed in any one of claims 21 to 27 further including the
provision of support webbing is located under the platform.

29. A platform substantially as herein disclosed with reference to the drawings.



