SYSTEM AND METHO FOR DETERM NI NG A DESI GNATED CONNECTI ON  BETWEEN
COVPONENTS OF COVPUTI NG DEVI CES ABSTRACT A system and net hod for
identifying a single, designated connetion fromone or nore connections
(e.g. TCP connections) that may have been established between two
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the algorithm are orderable and substantially unique. For example, Universally

Unique Identifiers may be generated for this purpose. Each component in the

distributed system canh ba uniquely identified by its component identifier, and the

component identifiers facilitate the identification of each component as eithera

10 controlier or responder in a determination of whether a particular connection

should be identified as the designated connection. Ih one emhodiment, that

particular connection is identified as the designated connection uniess an sartier

established connection exists that neither the first component nor the second

component knows fo be broken. In that case, the earlier established connection

15 may be identified as the designated connection.
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