FLI GHT SELECTI ON METHOD TECHNI CAL FI ELD The invention generally relates to
a nethod for flight selection. The present invention has particul ar,
al t hough wotoexsbissi ve application to searching for, selpeTtauzgioana41
purchasing flight tickets fromflight providers with renbpte custoner
conputers by neans of the Internet. BACKGROUND The reference to any prior
art in this specification is not, and should not be taken as an
acknow edgenent or any form of suggestion that the prior art fornms part of
t he comyy EIreSHLEKOPYORMETH®PN conparing air-travel options online,
custoners seeking to purchase flight tickets are often faced with two
choices. The first option is for the custoner to browse the Internet to
each of i ewsesit €s individually and later foll owup on the best
opti on. ?ﬁ@c@?ﬁ‘}gg@lﬁ%n is to use a conparison service that lists the
fares and schedul es of several airlines in one |location. The first of t hese
nmet hods t akes | onger and reqw res the er_.to k ir own taII
opt i ofs |Trhedpﬂfé\110f1cgea‘éfta@¥ﬁ’i’ﬁt€s e “’l‘eﬁ]é‘HiJ? ﬂ‘%’%ﬁ?gﬂ Bﬂn?ﬁ%" Besent ARYfE lalét e. For
the SeCO'hq li@Qffar. iRy BB ics '&aﬂs&@bip%h@mdn% ts¥RCRRk ! ForPsE8@MgS aAd 9r i d of
fares, th eparture ti i ndividual flights on one axis, and flight
provi der spumhdsmgrthghtypeisetmrﬁroandhgiérpraxudsr.s W(rth exmopd eustpmer kpmRRters by
conpari son- tablrglﬁﬁebﬁ%gﬁe} avai |l abl e at www. webjet.comau is shown in Figure
1. Fare VHRS nig on the chart at the corresponding flight class and
time coordinates. On popular city-to-city routes, even with only two or
three airlines conducting services, these conparison-tables can be
veryiar gBAGK&GROMMNY? of rows in the table is dictated by the nunber of
i ndi vidual flights (e.g. 50 rows for a typical m d-week Brisbane to Sydney
tabl e show ng fares for the

The reference to any prior art in this specification is not, and should not be taken as an

acknowledgement or any form of suggestion that the prior art forms part of the common
general knowledge.

15
When comparing air-travel options online, customers seeking to purchase flight tickets
are often faced with two choices. The first option is for the customer to browse the
Internet to each of the airline's sites individually and later follow-up on the best option.
The second option is to use a comparison service that lists the fares and schedules of

20 several airlines in one location.

The first of these methods takes longer and requires the user to keep their own tally of

options in order to determine and then follow-up on the best candidate.

25  For the second option, the comparison-table option typically presents a grid of fares,
with departure times for individual flights on one axis,_ and flight providers and fare
types on another axis. An example of a known comparison-table webpage available at

www.webjet.com.au is shown in Figure 1. Fare values are shown on the chart at the

corresponding flight class and time coordinates. On popular city-to-city routes, even

30  with only two or three airlines conducting services, these comparison-tables can be very



three main airlines that fly that route). Airlines also often offer
multiple flight classes (econony, prem um econony, business, first class
etc). Inworno/msash flight class can be divided i nto nulPCrpteofoanerdt ypes
(e.g. Supersaver, SupersaverPlus, etc.) for that class which can further
add to the conplexity of conparison tables through the introduction of

addi tional colums or rows for each fatze class or type. The table typically
di spl ays hundreds of cells containing prices and the size of the table

of ten meagget At nubd¥r 68fovs REthditsié ayéditated Byuthe nambenef feliweinl ligitage.
Scrolling through the tables on-screen can | eave the user [ gst in grid of
fares whée.g bhaowsifernm typierl meid-wegkeBrshang to Syfugygeplephovdng farps fogithe traf f i ¢
i ncrease and. ik ] cR: 1:out | A Ne nber of
Fare opt rse N afind bat A Fyl B CRITAN BsEbh bR AipRERRe B BE 7T

Thei r ef flephbmgnpemiaa esonanpdiustess, fionlclass bic). flatirheeactifliphti ddss cBUMVARY OF
THE | NVENTI.ON Accordi.ng to a first aspect of_ the present inve tiop, t here

i s provi dédded mtp gpyltiple) f8E DBRS KBEhOPLEVAY %‘%ﬁf‘?ﬁ%’ﬁ’?‘é‘ﬁi %téé ag@qaeé;,as? he

met hod i ud) g§§§i i ihagnt&ddchibght s to
pr oduce ﬁ%{fgé;g%lgﬂtngr %cﬁg) %Fs?gilh y datcjgg19 Ic?rp hﬂﬁnpthgk?ggg%%{ gle?ettrrr%t{ e conputer
i n accor @findditinhalicodurhng ghtovesefar chchyfaee ylass dretyge.s heatpblgaypicalhy isglasig 1 i ght

representations displayed.relative to a tinpelin t | east . ,one fl|ight
repr esenb’&f‘ﬁ&%as B&"ﬁg c&é@BB?%PE‘dEWHBﬁBHZ% Ogﬁbenta@ﬁ e()%ﬁcgrr%eaflﬁ i g%eg rc.ag%lhe
flight repregeiicatih G ofRyeReredh baRsRI SHohivkitERURhe' @BRS OhisdreeAchn r ow
I ncluding mul'ti'ple flight representations. A connectjon indicator pay be

di spleyedeayetheuser dogd imajesd eitfares wjite the spbwunang: loghlabels can pelpResT badi cat e
a connecting f,li h t . ' | ndj eat espond
fo the t IHEE pev el Betchftd; fd ook SsRAL ek RELRBAAL Al BlerRed 2

poi nt er indmbecaf fxe bptidregihsttablesvvilhbeconat largeoard ofores difficiddfoaradt Their ght

representations, the starting |lpcation corresponding to the later flight
r egr esemegfﬁ:té)\f?nﬁws acompansongtoof)wﬁ{ %urt[ﬂer 1m1msl?. g , g

15 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a flight selection
method using a computerised device, the method including the step of processing flight
data relating to flights to produce display data, the display daté for displaying by a
20 remote computer in accordance with a flight search query, the display data including
flight representations displayed relative to a timeline, at least one flight representation

being associated with more than one fare indicator.

The flight representations may be arranged in horizontal rows with each row including
25 multiple flight representations. A connection indicator may be displayed between two
adjacent flight representations in a row to indicate a connecting flight. The length of the
connection indicator may correspond to the time between adjacent flight representations
and, when a mouse pointer is located in register with a later one of said adjacent flight
representations, the starting location corresponding to the later flight representation may

30  be displayed.



be di spl ayed. Each di spl ayed flight representation nmay be interactive so
that a flight selection and an associated fare can be sel ected using a
nouse or wohero/iseysat devi ce. Sel ecting the flight sel ecComianu/mesoci at ed
fare may involve displaying a fare opti on box when a nouse pointer is

| ocated in register with a flight representation. The fare option box may
i ncl ude sel ection buttons correspondisg to respective fares and the flight
sel ection may be made when a selection button is selected. The nethod may
further involve displaying only the flight representation corresponding to
the made flight selection. The fare indicators may be arranged in a row of
ascendin @ac}agngg@yedrﬂgha FepsiseRiatien mandy intsEctiye S%ﬂLaI‘] arilightisglectiomand $hyy

i ncl ude [ V' r ders,
the. 11 gftoRrisd o el B BBl e A o R B e
m ni mum galedtioabdnd dsedctatedEfrt) nidyi 1ghblvprdqspilajmg 8 dartiei aptionebpxi witdnuad emoms acent

visible timescales aligned with th i meline \/\herglie}ré ach{‘ scal e
r epr e3enPQINET rigdpeated Véf?g‘ﬁ%r Yihed EPTEFRIAAEY &t B PREAL AOFdY?% ur t her

i ncl ude § LEREHO buftGi otk dndink! th $pesilcLatdsMRdhOM heelé@matxﬁa
conput er, &ﬁhd% S?fé% lﬁ ge | ect oﬂ&golrnige é(;)gl’ll)gl ng tosa di spl aé;}/led fli 4

r epr esenbetiade ,whand seleetidri lvlgwplm slented. dhe aneftlll(!(blliwy fﬁ@@éth@b&eﬁbﬁgwm ng to
the selected, flight. Accordi n ot > Present i nvention,
there isoﬁlg’db? hh@‘tfﬂep\ﬁ%sﬁmé ?% %ijﬂ%ﬁrpﬁeeté essgle Pght data rel ating
to flights to produce display data t he dlspl ay data for displaying by a

renote conputer in accordance with a fl Itg@; search query,.the display data
i ncl 1@li nght farg fndieasers arpyrhecarrapaed Wi ssiovugloascending yalues dha displayidaiidnant | east

o, L LS OF AR ATACHLAL Bt 868 Kt

i ndi cat or 0 ano the present- invention, there is
provi ded ﬂagureprboﬂgzxfsprthe)rihghtepxbkndghtse@t&inecxhay)rbwarra@ed unaqznsbtdmmonmh devi ce,
the met hggcelncrili(t:llg un?ilr&]n%urglhg/aﬁabeig fa(ljr];. Each flight provider section may include adjacent

visible timescales aligned with the timeline wherein each timescale represents a

15  respective time zone.

The flight selection method may further include the steps of:
receiving a flight selection from the remote computer, the flight selection
corresponding to a displayed flight representation; and
20 enabling purchase of a flight ticket corresponding to the selected flight.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a web-server
programmed to process flight data relating to flights to produce display data, the display
data for displaying by a remote computer in accordance with a flight search query, the
25  display data including flight representations displayed relative to a timeline, at least one

flight representation being associated with more than one fare indicator.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method for
online flight selection using a computational device, the method including the step of

30 displaying flight representations relative to a timeline in accordance with a flight search



di splaying flight representations relative to a tineline in accordance with
a flight searchquery, at |east one flight representation being associ ated
wi t h nor ewohan/sszs3f are i ndicator. The flight represent atiTanzovapodae
arranged in horizontal rows with each row including nmultiple flight
representations. Each displayed flight representation may be interactive so
that a flight selection and an associ ded fare can be sel ected using a
nouse or other input device. The fare indicators may be arranged in a row

of ascengﬁé}g ¥@ldaes ond TRght fepltedyntaiada bemy dseediatee waitle adre, thaenehfard  may
include flight provider sections relating to respective flight providers,

t he fli ghdigetasyi der sections may be arranged in accordance w th ascending
m ni rum avai |l abl e fare. According to another aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a renpote conputer progranmmed to display flight
r epr esentThé Fls réebhiations mag beiam@hgeein oraootal devcwithvietth sow Incyhtingsear ch

uery, at |east _one flight representati .hei ng assaqci ated,w.t h re than
one 1o omulinle BN remeselRSions G GRIYES THOIEERe SRR M1 B AHATGRYS at i ons
will be appaf Q%%ﬂr’rt{)sglr@cﬁ%? glﬁcplarll QW BidtePFhR1 daftheRRGIdN s WYuSd oMbihkr Make

reference to a n 0 awi ngs as follows. DESCRI PTI'ON OF THE DRAW NGS
Fi gure | inpat dedchélhet face irndénatas$ mykbeoswmanged dn aatow pf pependipk aishiss. Webh- page.

Figure 2. s a schematic view of .a flight .sel ectyi on o . ihg to a
pr ef er r eBISBRY Jaierady meUdF ﬁeéﬁﬂ’r'teg’g i ﬁ?ﬁé’ Hf’&b‘ﬁe. hlﬁ%é 8 \rr/%“%e? gg‘%\l@ : 3815 &Iil‘% ht

sel ecti o, WeleB@@e MEht Provided efeedligiibpdivitent seshiens eauypacedmmded three
anal ogous prior art flight planner web-pages, with all web-pages based upon

and Hhowaergrdsonerpithfas¢eghing mingnwmaveilabis i%-e 4 is a bl ock diagram of a
flight planner systemincorporating a web-server according to a preferred
enbodi nent of the present invention.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a remote

computer programmed to display flight representations relative to a timeline in
accordance with a flight search query, at least one flight representation being associated

15  with more than one fare indicator.

Further embodiments, preferred features and variations will be apparent from the
following Detailed Description which will make reference to a number of drawings as

follows.
20 ‘
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a schematic view of a known prior art flight planner web-page.

25  Figure 2 is a schematic view of a flight selection web-page according to a preferred

embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 3 shows a flight selection web-page of the preferred embodiment when
compared with three analogous prior art flight planner web-pages, with all web-pages

30 based upon and showing common flight information.



Figure 5 is a flowhart of a flight selection nethod according to a
preferred enbodi nent of the present invention. Figure 6 shows a sequence of
flight plwsonreroosedsspages di spl ayed whil st perform ng thectlAwbto/melsect i on
met hod of Figure 5. Figure 7 shows a schematic view of a flight selection
web- page according to another preferred enbodi mrent of the present

i nvention. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON Refering now to Figure 2, there is shown a
flight-planner chart 1 according to a preferred enbodi nent of the present
invention for a particular route. The flight planner chart 1 is generated
on the screen of a gﬁ&ential o stgnﬁf'f conEuter.in a manner that will be
descri beHgWhE 1§z blaskgdiagamy of @ Light plagaet Systere HRCQTBeTAtiRg 3 Web-server
f1ight- planpen H@gﬁefe}rewn%diméhtfowﬁe,pregeﬁ{M@@;ﬁioan invisible linear
tinmeline 2 a o%g ohe x-axis wth the airlines nanmes, or logos, and their
fares along the other y-axis 3. Individual flights are shown as flight

w ndo in the. formaf flight, bar j.cons,.,4 ,on the chart and represent
res pe'étNtS i bbgufq ? tﬁﬁé‘“‘?’? qulalgfg‘ﬁ}i‘t 55[68 ?Ibg’iﬁgl.(’d'ﬁﬁ‘éorgf%ﬁ 2 ﬁef%ﬂgdlflgﬁ(éﬁﬁleg each
bar 4, r1gf@kip¥&ehtQnvertion® scale 50 aligned with the tinmeline 2, indicates

departure tinme, flight duration and arrival time. Elaborating further, the
beginning of the flight bar 4 is in register wwth a departure tine on the

| i near tnescal 0 e : i | St Lsterp W th an
i va | FIE Bfice ARy Ny Padddf vloblyils Bfladkd Sl pEfblpnEina’ ! DY,
4 1 epr es@ighs sélbiodui@hodof Kigutelfe corresponding flight. Each displayed

flight bar 4 may be interactive whereby it can be selected using a conputer
mous¥ so that thecustoner can select a flight corresponding to a displ ayed

f1ight b@fguﬁ%ﬁ@wp ‘drsﬁﬂé}ﬁﬁtﬂ%v@wcw 4 ﬁﬁé}ﬁ ReieBord WeBlpagd ia&%?&i_ng t& ahbBer

enbodi nent own in Figure 2, the chart 1 is constructed wwth multiple
t i mescal peféateddingdpidayed oftlermgenhiovendomt al axi s and showi ng hourly marks
for either a
DETAILED DESCRIPTION
15
Referring now to Figure 2, there is shown a flight-planner chart 1 according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention for a particular route. The flight planner
chart 1 is generated on the screen of a potential customer’s comphter in a manner that
will be described. The screen displays display data in the form of the flight-planner
20 chart 1 which, in turn, includes an invisible linear timeline 2 along one x-axis with the

airlines names, or logos, and their fares along the other y-axis 3.

Individual flights are shown as flight windows in the form of flight bar icons 4 on the
chart 1 and represent respective flights from flight providers. The position and length of
25  each bar 4, relative to a time scale 50 aligned with the timeline 2, indicates departure
time, flight duration and arrival time. Elaborating further, the beginning of the flight bar
4 is in register with a departure time on the linear timescale 50 and the end of the flight
bar 4 is in register with an arrival time on the timescale 50. Accordingly, the length of
the flight bar 4 represents the duration of the corresponding flight. Each displayed flight

30 bar 4 may be interactive whereby it can be selected using a computer mouse so that the



full day, or the part of the day that covers all flights for the chosen
route (e.qg., if flights for this route only occur between 6am and 10pm on
t he chosewodaw/0883%@n only the period from 6amto 10pm nR¢TA@28t0DMM1  As

di scussed in detail below, the chart 1 is produced in accordance with a
custoner search query relating to available flights on a given route and
date, and this trip information 51 is @i splayed at the top of the chart 1.
The flight bars 4 are displayed on the chart 1 in spaced apart flight

provi der cg@eiePtdm kit a ﬁi’#m cbrRespeading P aitphged flighebpetvhwe plichgiig a
providers (e.g. QANTAS, Virgin Blue, etc.). Each flight provider section 52
i ncl udes carrespegfliagdlighidickete 50 aligned with the tineline 2. Each flight
provi der section 52 also includes one or nore flight bars sets 53 of flight
bars 4. Each flight bar set 53 includes one or nore ranks (e.g. rows) of
flight bassthd ahbgimaentakloown tiheFigureedc dlee chdit 1F@r canstrustdde watht ynufteplei ty

route, airlines jcally only have between two .and five distinct fare
P ases tamageaig of irpiourdane b hereual a5 601 SERERY Pow¥ kolrr oS fray 11y

the rout g1 ga} idF8Re St FOME daf tiht €a0rs AN AL for @b cHRREMrdud @Y, ElfRGRs can be
divided intomultiple fare types (e.(% Super saver whereby the flight cannot

be changdar thistrhutetoniyneagnr betyeen dare andSiram onvhe dhogen ey, Bienionlyntbe pefio@xi bl e

whereby the flight_ can be chan i.t hout, .i ncurri fege.. €tc. ), f t hat
cl ass. EAOH PP ?1?0%?6'%3'33 rslﬁgggf%\r,l&g?ssaefiélaggﬁg Ibﬁgg‘%%ben‘glagrl i Fgedufcg‘;e

i ndi cat olip §&osdaade AsBQCIulonttr Bédrth §iasP editing&ofaviititle Niphtsset $giveén rdxach fare
i ndi cator set 54 includes one or _nore fares indicators 56 associated with
the 10i gland datesand this teip infprmeationrndiindisplayehat thafopodithesdhartde cor di ngl y, t he
fares indicators 56 associated with the flight bars 4 indicate the ticket
prices available on the corresponding flights. Further, those fare

i ndi cat ofThseflightStirs | arelidisplayad tohphe chat é inrsgaccdt apag flighthpreogideh eedtiane

provi der SSectibond: SOTSPRRIRG paereltnainanvitr (it (Te Vil | O
ascendi ngdY. 'Halk MigU b Ak sdcfib® sunetiaaéos skidld fmesdAR 90 WBFned with the
15 timeline 2. Each flight provider section 52 also includes one or more flight bars sets 53
of flight bars 4. Each flight bar set 53 includes one or more ranks (e.g. rows) of flight
bars 4 aligned along the timescale 50.

For a single city-to-city route, airlines typically only have between two and five distinct
20 fare classes (e.g. economy class, business class, etc.), even when they may fly the route
15 times or more in a day. In addition, each flight class can be divided into multiple fare
types (e.g. Supersaver whereby the flight cannot be changed without incurring a fee,
SupersaverPlus which is more flexible whereby the flight can be changed without
incurring a fee, etc.) for that class.
25
Each flight provider section 52 also includes one or more fare indicator sets 54
associated with respective flight bar sets 53. Each fare indicator set 54 includes one or
more fares indicators 56 associated with the flight bars 4 in a corresponding flight bar
set 53. Accordingly, the fares indicators 56 associated with the flight bars 4 indicate the

30 ticket prices available on the corresponding flights. Further, those fare indicator sets 54



search query. As shown in Figure 2, the flight provider Virgin Blue has the
| owest m ni num avail able fare indicator 56 in the anount of $95, the flight
provi der WANIABSBHES t he next | owest m ni num avail abl e f &C&/Atdiogmomns 56 in
t he amount of $125, and the flight provider Jetstar has the highest m ninmum
avail abl e fare indicator 56 in the anount of $180, Were possible, each
flight bar set 53 includes a m ni mum rfunber (e.g. one) of ranks of tightly
packed flight bars 4 so that the chart 1 is conpact. However, where

di spl ayeghdihdigdimbdiasls fdrevindicstony 6 hage tie fafeeindivators 56 sorahfat i makeof i ve
flight bars 4 would not be readjly distinguishahle, it is pecess to

i nt r oduc@segndingdrice daladdition; thg Alighy previgersecty 3T, agraReed fovn tﬁ@%@!‘bar set
53 of fliyght_ prowi sect | oo t [0 ; f I pdi r set
34 i's asdol aRohAeRRPRsERTpe sAmihfin' SlaabSSRERYcaflr 4 ol B4

cor r esposetireig ghibrygAls dhamwnsimt Figlre Asthehight provideg Wiegi8, Blubéas e lovest s

reduced greatly in sjze (e.g9.. from50 rows, d o A15). when c to the
typi cal §Hrggn §bff‘5‘§ieofgfeo‘f1ﬂ§?tok ﬁg\%aﬂwt ﬁf@%ﬂg}eﬁ%@?{o&@eﬁ ﬁg@? ai | abl e
at ww. Wehi B -fe@Modkst miiiaShiTaB1e Efe GRITEASE STH thYMEUREST $2 26 0ifdak -
Figure 3 shows anal ogous flight sel ection web-pages of these flight
pl anner s flight peovider Jetatae hid thg highiestfroiniravmeailablefags wdifiatos|56 @ the amount
repr esent ?SL@] of flights of Figure 2, with each bar 4 denoting both
d_epartur8 ’arrival tinmes, also results in a nore conpact and efficient
di splay of the sanme information which is easier to visually scan and
compare, and with far | ess text presented (instead of the hundreds of fares
showiO i n Véharg ppssible consh dlighshay set Poinehpdey a mpigunyy pupber Eﬁ‘q&iqnéh))ffaﬂ}‘%o, t he
chart 1 H ty Q) L $Ria¥&HpAd Tidwe R WASE YisPlayéd SCr een
100 (hav?%&g%%géfcgg%ﬁ?%st?ﬁﬁt@l@n&g{f{h%(ggéf%gilse Hpdct JLo PR hete Pty Ty “of
L he ¢ \l/.lvﬁ t Gligt'barsch Wpuldeoverlaproattiie ohart tsbribattrbgpentzenilicht bare 4seeddmostbe ol |
ars ! (r:ehadglfl (i)lgt?negruls gﬁe,r ﬁqls“nreggssgr?'rtot &%obg&wgnother rank of flight bars 4 as
shown in the top flight bar set 53 of flight provider section 52a. In this instance, a fare
15 indicator set 54 is associated with flight bars 4 in multiple ranks within the

correvsponding flight bar set 53.

As shown in Figure 3, the chart 1 is reduced greatly in size (e.g. from 50 rows down to
15) when compared to the typical grid display of other known ﬂight planners such as

20 those available at www.webiet.com.au, www.lastminute.com.au and

www.expedia.com.au. Figure 3 shows analogous flight selection web-pages of these

flight planners using the same flight information. The graphical bar representation of
flights of Figure 2, with each bar 4 denoting both departure and arrival times, also
results in a more compact and efficient display of the same information which is easier

25  to visually scan and compare, and with far less text presented (instead of the hundreds
of fares shown in a typical chart, only a dozen or less may be required). Also, the chart

1 of Figure 3 can be typically displayed in its entirety on a screen 100 (having a screen
‘resolution of 1024 pixels wide by 768 pixels high) of the customer’s computer thereby
obviating the need to use screen scroll bars which is otherwise required for the known

30 flight planners.



flight planners. Referring nowto Figure 4, there is depicted a block

di agram of the conputer systemthat is used to generate the display data in
t he for mwD 20102088553 according to a preferred enbodi nent pofi/Atzel0/a00Emt i on.
The conputer systemis based around a web-server 5 (i.e. conputerised
device), which executes a software product 6 to construct a flight planner
web- page including a flight-planner cart 1 such as the flight-planner
chart of Figure 2. The software product 6 conprises nachi ne readable
instructions provided on a suitable carrier 16, such .as a nmagnetic or

optical disk . or in an_integrated cir.cuit el ectronic nory. e or_nore
pr ocesso%&e%%\“f‘g Revster gweslgetg‘érédf geﬁlﬁtgdi%@f’&ﬁéﬁgm Oirgﬁheof%rﬁpgqgrosxs enent a
met hod ageending b QeattaR RO R dat] intthe fRHESEMHar NEYrHiAR tb Agjrefoirtd be
described shortly with reference to Figure 5. It will be realised that the

actual cedibndineht pfithesnventian.e The camputergysteoy inbestdamewnd hwebsemedd {ifat i s

described in relation to Figure i pr . Ser

commibi caeBBuGH kiR Gt R HAERRARA Y copfuct B3 BEE ine?
connect i QibWap8 irdhglih b@ﬁ%ﬂipleﬂrﬁler JHeet Riudhi asahel Aigho-pimner/ehart/df, Figurér2. make
flight data, such as flight tines, fares and availability data, accessible
to the wdheseftwaie modyct § romppises maghingrsadatle, HW@W?%X?Y@@&PD ﬁ|%lﬁ?i§?

web- page by. n net c : Qi i

i t abi o BtisT Bpaud) =S PHbRRHCRRGEER SRS EOPRIETIl Ueile
Mbzi | | a hiensfrpx,Ondper more filvcessersaf thtisevek & exdtue thesinstmestions ipooier ded with

data entry forns in the web-pages geper.ated t he web-serve i.n, order
C hat 16 he Tp6TSIER TGP Cecari e s ARBRRIRET G terese BreaioneCrlbe] no
viewed t e bibb@Morly JMBGELFHRE to FIIAES.t MOwiLISd RERYed Rk thoOaGMhA cedingRKI NG

flight selections and entered paynment (e.g. credit card) details, the web
server 5 theeshiftiverct & Sttﬁaigm@bﬁajdmeethermmm¢élabﬁ dessrihed ie aolptiereio IGawrs 5o
financial. trans ctign server 10. The financial transaction server 10 is
then abl & ?Oglrﬁﬁlg%F for the entered credit card payment details

15 The web-server 5 communicates with a number of airline databases 7a, 7b,..,7n via a
connection with the Internet 15. The airline databases 7a, 7b,..,7n make flight data,

such as flight times, fares and availability data, accessible to the web-server 5.

A customer 8 is able to view the flight-planner web-page by means of an Internet-

20 connected remote computer 9 running suitable web-browser software, for example
Microsoft Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, Opera , Chrome or the like. The clistomer
is provided with data entry forms in the web-pages generated by the web-server 5 in
order that the customer may select a desired flight, or flights, after having viewed the
flight-planner chart. Once the customer has completed making flight selections and

25  entered payment (e.g. credit card) details, the web server 5 redirects the web-browser
running on remote computer 9 to a financial transaction server 10. The financial
transaction server 10 is then able to prompt for the entered credit card payment details
and facilitate the transfer of funds between the customer’s and the airline’s financial
institutions.

30



and facilitate the transfer of funds between the custonmer's and the
airline's financial institutions.Referring nowto Figure 5 there is

depi ct ed wofR2boveskEst of the flight selection nethod tharCrssenioomed by
the web-server 5. As previously explained, this is the nmethod that is coded
as instructions in the software product 6 that is executed by the web
server 5. At step 18, the web-server 9 generates a data entry web-page 60
shown in Figure 6a, for exanple a web-page including a flight search query
form thRefansnghepltaFasire 5, theee isadepiottise flowahart of) therflightesel @tioh enatbhist oner ' s
computer 9. Once the custonmer 8 has filled out the flight search query form
usi ng cofgliisareriormed, by ECWERrSeryer heAs HIRVAOUHIS P 1%6({’ $higtioihe grataed Pt ght
criteriaiSiely ASinl@FionS RS sofWaRGrodict aRe RNGRERe®bE theQlel] fpvdrlsl ght s Of
interest, the vvelg-server processes ‘that data to generate a flight search
gquery for subm ssion to the various airline databases 7a, 7b,..,7n. At step

20, the web-server 5 establ.ishes co nication wt he airline_databases 7
and s%br’rﬁtétel’ﬁg’ t?‘F MERESCEER P SRCTaSS ﬁ%e"% ew%ﬂgﬁ%r@rﬁlgwgélé@f%lﬁr%ga’?%ﬁt e and

date. Al egdngfle 44vebt e\@ﬁ‘éluéﬁﬁ%‘éﬁﬂigﬁt REhyRes fohe, RE R dgslapldaatthones- f 11 ght

data that is returned fromthe airline databases 7. The flight data

i ncl udes bfonfser raningrensthe ermetetcustomar s cpmpeiend. dMngetthecerigraen & hes Blled arri val
e o oby e bbb BoQIED cGAF ting AonhRR oy LREIVRR AETYEL anaRlRL PSSeS

the recefVe gh produc i'splayirng by the
cust oner (hd/oe Etiee fightitefa Sheh s darepeldanaembert 6f gabeenpersgind) ofahe dightiuery.
The display data is in the formof a chart 1 depicted on a generated

web- Bage obmterssts tasnivebrserver presestss thatedats 4 igeneraicon Hight; 5arehy qUsRY 1 anner
chart we . i - r dure that automaticall
g&g@&bft%&a 'vg%ajg AMinf dﬁagés\e@vg . ogedu u i y

generat e on the basis of 'the flight data that has been
gathered for the route and date in question. The webpage is then served via

t he Internet he renote_cu r's persopal ¢ uter ( f i spl ay
to the r értrﬁttegtzgu R\ éeeéﬁéﬁ%]?%s ft Ea ?%Wétg‘gﬁ% 8&%&?@%%%?%%&10 n
theAt st gbrdifs tht RBHVERIGE ST 0T thEEBIOMRE" & SpecigUs tauteandddit.i ght sel ection
fromthe renote
15 '
At step 22, the web-server 5 analyses the received electronic flight data that is returned
from the airline databases 7. The flight data includes information such as the fare

pricing and the departure and arrival times for the flight search query.

20 At step 24, the web-server 5 processes the received flight data to produce display data
for displaying by the customer’s remote computer 9 in accordance with the flight search
query. The display data is in the form of a chart 1 depicted on a generated web-page 62
as shown in Figure 6b. The construction of the flight-planner chart webpage is achieved
by a software procedure that automatically generates HTML / XML code on the basis of

25 the flight data that has been gathered for the route and date in question. The webpage is
then served via the Internet to the remote customer’s personal computer (PC) 9 for
display to the remote customer by means of the web-browser software running on the

PCO.



computer 9. The web-server 5 enables selection of the correspondi ng

di spl ayed flight bar 4 and an associated fare with a nouse of the renote
conput er WO 208)/083353best be seen in Figure 6c¢, a fare opPCOAU200/00d041 S

di spl ayed when a nouse pointer 63 is located in register with a flight bar
4. The fare option box 64 includes selection (e.g. radio) buttons 66
corresponding to respective fare indidltors 56 available for the flight and
whi ch can be selected with the nouse. The flight and fare selection is nmade

when t he At geipi 76:dhé QleBBEiveN ShbidivR the cagbeet e dliglii sechonBlose tHeudetote At
step 28 and as shown in Figure 6d, the web-server 5 enabl es di spl ,agéi ng on
the renotemp@ap it Ehe webfseyr v anpkles pelgetionpedy the corrgsronding; dsplavadoflighh
correspopgi AN I i a)tnﬁg] f ivel al |

ot her flpgh{gb&aér}lsés gﬁk(&cﬁﬁé\e@g aﬁg%dsgglfg%ﬁgg%;r e ot%?héxgrcfagi%%%?bgfée on
conput er iFighte 6ejer fars depond3tox 6hés displager when 5 nenab lpemteyue isi logated it he

custoner via renote.conpu as t.o et her _.apot her. fli ght .0., a return
FIT oty residly it S Bt Thedyg vetion 665 o¢ pel €S ctmion ek et ahigival
conput er ¢8 b oa&mgfﬂ@&s Ldt@htrark SndifatbR s5ehaakined for e MBKIRd wigkERS to
step 18. Alternatively, the nethod proceeds to step 32 where a ticket for

t he sel ebt eclefted grith thanmbuesep The Hhaghs cand Mfares sedget®n, is irnadeviwhers tevkeguisedenabl es

purchase of a flight tjcket corresponding to the flight(s) and fare(s)

sel ect eds‘g?a@f’é’b‘“g%.ls séf(‘fge%t‘ﬁ’élgc?dg?'%ﬁé’ruhﬂlgs conpl et ed making flight

sel ections and entered paynent (e.g. credit card) details into a paynent
w ndow 65 (see Fig. 6e) displayed on conputer 9, the weh-page generated by

web Eervat s&pr 28liand s sshowa Rebignieod ethe rigiesryeroh cpahlet diselrng et e to a

financi a j T ' ' . ; j IS
then bl R UEPERBHPR, AT Aeny b 4 pAFRR LTI OREPRIEO IS e
the airl flight sefecti@naiadb at s&ipi 261t Effevsivelds aHtather3flight berswé hvlser were Bosends

confirmation of th ur e of the flight ticket to
selected are no?o ger 81hsglsaye(i) on computer & '

15 At query step 30, the web-server 5 enables querying of the customer via remote
computer 9 as to whether another flight (e.g. a return flight) is to be selected.
Responsive to the customer indicating with computer 9 that another flight is to be
selected, the method returns to step 18. Alternatively, the method proceeds to step 32
where a ticket for the selected flight can be purchased.

20
At step 32, the web-server 5 enables purchase of a flight ticket corresponding to the
flight(s) and fare(s) selected at step 26. Once the customer has completed making flight
selections and entered payment (e.g. credit card) details into a payment window 65 (see
Fig. 6e) displayed on computer 9, the web-page generated by web server 5 redirects the

25  web-browser running on remote computer 9 to a financial transaction server 10. The
financial transaction server 10 is then able to facilitate the transfer of funds between the

customer’s and the airline’s financial institutions.

At step 34, the web-server 5 sends confirmation of the purchase of the flight ticket to

30 the remote computer 5 in the form of an e-mail bearing an electronic ticket and receipt



the renote conputer 5 in the formof an e-mail bearing an el ectronic ticket
and recei pt67 (see Fig. 6f). In other enbodinents, the confirmation may

i ncl ude awmoantgs8#mE@N nessage or SMS nessage. | n conpl i aRCE/AR201v/006021
statute, the invention has been described in | anguage nore or | ess specific
to structural or nethodical features. It is to be understood that the
invention is not limted to specific flgatures shown or described since the
means herein described conprises preferred forns of putting the invention
into effggt(see Pl HXRMAI Gtherl BAbSBARES! TeOforTkRRliSS nidjaincRiIde MmEMH-sdredm t he
server 5 to the airline databases 7 may or may not occur sequentially. In
one enbothiessage or BN inpssagaii r | i ne dat abases 7 may be pol | ed sinultaneously
in order to build up a result set as each airline server 7 responds with a
fare/flight pair. This approach is advantageous in that it is not required
for the meemaplidnct avitlite dtaxitel ke BiveniRat hasiYebh Mesaibed i lahgagicomerdsoceedi ng
to the next. According to this further enbaqdi nent the server 5 may receive

one resuless spesticdomstpeiural joF methodirat fepBises- Hds toabfotriiersiqqddhtdhe Besmeri r | i ne
dat abase-sﬁgoé mtﬁ@htggpgaﬂt f}&&mfegigmm &r %%s?ﬁfaecﬁéiﬁ&é i€ Maha ek d&crisdpt her

froma thi airr at abase /c etc, ore a conprehensive picture of the
depar t ur eorapdseapraferatd farms of psttisg thd iedentipomntoefiletther nor e, t he webpage code
that is presented to renpte custonmers may be built and delivered in one
step or alternatively built progressively as the airline databases 7 are

pol I'ed. FHE ckqMBIB! HeSredubstPof SRkiLY tHalRERBAL frHid thBSeBNstLI #R hitide t he
webpage code is built and delivered in one step. However, it is feasible

that10 n dafabdseed mey ve meaboeli oasut sequentindlyp dgyone sadodimensemyliiply piglineed in
D ecee A £ e g A LR B TR T P Bl AR BRI

a faster e case | set wWere waited

for befo E@Vamfb@?éﬁm wittea YebBlaghe paiod ThisAppesadh igadvantapeousrie ttet itas not
enbodi ment, the flight window data is represented b 4 as

. / é eIong%%E_bars
shown i nraauijed frhe perve 3 fo walt frdhe dlawest giing serxer T BefprecRifeeseingie the
next. According to this further embodiment the server 5 may receive one result from a
15 first airline database 7a, another from a second airline database 7b and then another

from the first airline database 7a, another from a third airline database 7c etc, before a

comprehensive picture of the departure and arrival times is settled upon.

Furthermore, the webpage code that is presented to remote customers may be built and
20  delivered in one step or alternatively built progressively as the airline databases 7 are
polled. The inventors are presently implementing the system so that the webpage code
is built and delivered in one step. However, it is feasible that in an alternative
embodiment the webpage code may be constructed in piecemeal fashion so that the
remote customer can be given some results in a faster time frame than would be the case

25 if a full data set were waited for before producing the webpage code.

According to the preferred embodiment, the flight window data is represented by
elongate bars 4 as shown in Figure 2. It will be realised that other representations of
flights indicating departure and/or arrival times relative to the time line 2 might be used.

30 For example, discrete icons might be used to represent departure and/or arrival times.



flights indicating departure and/or arrival tinmes relative to the tinme line
2 mght be used. For exanple, discrete icons mght be used to represent
depart ur evarzdioos3®sri val tines. Alternatively, arrows or PoThdnrotoyoesof

el ongate representations, apart fromor in addition to the elongate bars 4
of Figure 2, mght be enployed. In the enbodinents that have been

descri bed, the rempte conputer systeml!8 has conprised a personal conputer
system (PC). It will be realised that enbodi ments of the invention
enconpas altermivéipd atrbes @ othec dgpedi s kbygatat mprelentatianss aparg bfremf e n

di spl ayi ng..or renderin n other. types.qf .renote conputers, for exanple
per sonal & 15?%EﬂgsgéngsﬁF§4éﬁgﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁrE“%H8ﬁ8§¥i¥ﬁ8the preferred enbodi nent
previ ously described, each flight provider section 52 included a single
timescale 50 aligned in parallel with the tineline 2. In an alternative

embodi meht thehemboddimenisythae Irye e desgrifted, theoverpele RN SHEM Nt haties
dj t ti | es_50a, 5 ' ' YIRYY i el
agdj ac§ 2 8%%H§$e§%€§e§%aﬁdgglpglgﬁr§b'ggﬁﬁgCg.nIt%[laﬂe rBA1isWh tHhe E&%o&frﬁ?&s’ (%}ﬁllli

wher e € respective tine zone. In

manner, anwkhiigt edcofiipasad metidd thatlpbdiged displag eptarthatrie sthitatde farrdispMyengas a
second tinmescale 50b relates to an arrival _tine aone. Iqé@ddition, a
connect i BhrenAeRingebethgntypesolFemeteseAmRILE S oT GRrPle REFSaRp! SLei 3SR bars 4
of a ran i.hd] a connecting flight. The Il ength of the connection
indicato?n%gméggkég%gnds to the tinme between adjacent flight bars 4.
Responsive to the ticket purchaser |ocating a nouse pointer 63 in register

with the later connecting flight .bar 4 to.the right .of the connectipn
i Kbt of d et pewpdmest hievoble deattiosd el Bl b e SRR % 6 o
i ncl udi ngndipRd St gdle kigfedtd®B0 GAgakd Mhdesllyl Rath @E tinldine g @hiagroativght . | n
anot her enbodi nent,; when the nouse pointer 63 or other_input device is

| ocat ed Embpdigiest shown tih Bigureof, eaeh Heghtgunviden septionhed dnoludgs adjacent
comnectt gDl SaP oS Ml M BRI PSuad adeipiagesy o1 va
relates to a respective time zone. In this manner, a first timescale 50a relates to a
15  departure time zone whereas a second timescale 50b relates to an arrival time zone. In
addition, a connection indicator 80 can be displayed between two adjacent flight bars 4
of a rank to indicate a connecting flight. The length of the connection indicator 80
corresponds to the time between adjacent flight bars 4. Responsive to the ticket
purchaser locating a mouse pointer 63 in register with the later connecting flight bar 4 to
20 the right of the connection indicator 80, the flight provider section 52 can display a pop
up box 81 including the start location (e.g. Melbourne) of the connecting flight. In
another embodiment, when the mouse pointer 63 or other input device is located in
register with one of the adjacent flight bars 4 or the connection indicator 80, detailed

time information (e.g. departure, arrival and waiting times) relating to the connecting

25  flight can be displayed.

Each flight provider section 52 can include a single visible timescale aligned with the
timeline. In an alternative embodiment, each flight provider section includes adjacent
visible timescales aligned with the timeline wherein each timescale represents a

30 respective time zone. Each timescale may be linear.



Each flight provider section 52 can include a single visible tinescale
aligned with the tineline. In an alternative enbodi nent, each flight

provi der woabioms3isacl udes adj acent visible tinmescal es alPcgmadowioobnst he
tinmeline wherein each tinmescale represents a respective tine zone. Each
timescale may be linear.In the preferred enbodi ment previously described at
step 26, selection of the displayed flli3ght bar 4 and an associ ated fare was
enabled with a nouse of the renpte conputer 9. In an alternative

enbodi ment, the selection can be made with a keyboard or other |ike input

device of the renote conputer 9. | he .preferred enbodi ne escri bed, the
flight d&t ﬁl%%fgfee%ééﬁfﬁ’@gg?%m%{msryn Seabek D z%a,sggﬂ}".n. ot b‘PfaWF ght
provi der ﬁ?%ﬂt Hafh a?a}%taﬁ LRk AR dBBled WiRtea hldushbf BRtrémBRYcohfHukdrst ead

obt ai ned om dat abases of other providers such as a?qger egators or data
di st ri bufmes alttmativeeepbedimente theesebestionean bdasaste wighia kemleoasd py etheg like ocessed

flight data rel.ati to flights tg produce display data for displaying by a
r enot cb‘??b‘ﬁfi%w%?ﬂﬂﬁr%mﬁlc WPt ?‘ve enbodi nent, the server 5 nerely

forwards the flight data to the renpte conputer 9 which, in turn, processes

the flight data to produce display data for_ displ ayi(r;)% by the reppte
conput er 19 the prefieares reambadirentedeseabede the Hight danyas Gbtamedy froms apripgr ned to

step 18 i rof 1 igh S : { heaShN&t
enbodi rreﬁdl%t,ag%(%geb%e’{%ﬁdﬂlﬁ%fy nts Igglgi%séﬁj?%tdﬁ%ng%‘g;é%ﬁ%e%’ reet ugn ﬁ?ght was
i nst ead infdyt beginktigad pbtained dtbradatabasps &8 othéh eravideensuchrasi aggreghtersedodata
clainmed in any of its forns or nodifications within the proper scope of the
appetied dstWRSappr opriately interpreted by those skilled in the art.The
clainms defining the invention are as follows: 1. A flight selection nethod
using a conputerised device, the nmethod including the step of g‘pr.ocessi ng
f1ight déshe predtrradgernbodimmieghdesctibedothel sereenid ppoceysedaflight dafe ralatipg 49 dat a
;(ljrer SI SF | 1t8' gx%dgcer (%gﬁg.)? d&d r}:gru&i%\}glaifiﬁg %(}:'Caorregn% & gor}%ﬁtgr ¢ ILla.'rxgari'ttenisa‘t:‘i% ch
embodiment, the server 5 merely forwards the flight data to the remote computer 9
15  which, in turn, processes the flight data to produce display data for displaying by the

remote computer 9.

In the preferred embodiment, the method of Figure 5 returned to step 18 if another flight
was to be selected at step 30. In another embodiment, the method may instead return to

20 step 26 if a return flight was instead initially specified at step 18.

The invention is, therefore, claimed in any of its forms or modifications within the

proper scope of the appended claims appropriately interpreted by those skilled in the art.



di splay data including flight representations displayed relative to a
tineline, at least one flight representation being associated with nore

t han one waneiowasissator. 2. A flight selection nmethod agceiadizomdodezicl ai m
1, wherein the flight representations can be arranged in horizontal rows
with each row including nmultiple flight representations. 3. A flight
selection nethod as clainmed in claim?2, wherein a connection indicator is
di spl ayed between two adjacent flight representations in a rowto indicate
a connectihegldisglefining thé ihventioh asehefullosws: met hod as clained in claim3,
wherein the | ength of the connection indicator corresponds to the tine

bet ween adj acent flight representati ons and, when a nouse pointer or other

i nput deyi ce i&ﬂ%ﬂ??&l&%oh MRl S a Whhuto@dAevRal lle RbtRTERE Itk IR

representations or the connection indicator, information relating to the
connect i sgpfof ipgieessianflight dits platinedo fightatd pioghee display daanthewtispday daga cl ai ned
inclaim.l, wherein each displayed flight.representation is, interactive so
that a T IFiGREPEERay; Aremal SBuEL Y aRRuansy oild Hieheruth ele iy a
nmouse or d\%&ﬁ?rdatﬁab'ﬁldﬂl@}ﬂiglﬂ-re&eseﬁ_teftﬂohg HisFﬁl?éc_ﬁfdlat% toRithReinksatabat oBs i n
claim5, wherein selecting the flight selection _and associated fare

i nvol ves flighs ptrassenigtion being asspeiated WExmaredham o fsseindisialifer or ot her i nput
device is located in register with a flight representation.7. A flight
selection nmethod as clainmed in claim®6, wherein the fare option box

i ncl udes 2sel eqt i Mighb Welertisn cokthed pandtlaignddo ineshant ilyewheess thadflighe f i ght

sel ection is nade when a selectjon button is selected. 8.. A flight
sel ect | ofFRFRSCABHOBS CaN Bf gEanged lerP?t,an%‘?’ﬁ MY 453 IOV H‘ﬁl‘@f@d"gﬁ}pﬁ% 0

nly
the flighthshi:-6:6Mtighd on corresponding to the made flight selection. 9. A
flight sglltlgect%n rretlﬁlgd as clainmed in claim1l, wherein the fare indicators

can

3. A flight selection method as claimed in claim 2, wherein a connection indicator
is displayed between two adjacent flight representations in a row to indicate a

connecting flight.

4. A flight selection method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the length of the
connection indicator corresponds to the time between adjacent flight represéntations
and, when a mouse pointer or other input device is located in register with one of said
adjacent flight representations or the connection indicator, information relating to the

connecting flight can be displayed.

5. A flight selection method as claimed in claim 1, wherein each displayed flight
representation is interactive so that a flight selection and an associated fare can be

selected using a mouse or other input device.

6. A flight selection method as claimed in claim 5, wherein selecting the flight
selection and associated fare involves displaying a fare option box when a mouse

pointer or other input device is located in register with a flight representation.



be arranged in a row of ascending values. 10. A flight selection nethod as
claimed in claiml, wherein the display data includes a chart, the chart

i ncl udi ngwol2oghns3gssovi der sections relating to respecti peTiAu2giwooprsovi der s,
the flight provider sections being arranged in accordance with ascending

m ni mrum avai |l abl e fare. 11. A flight selection nethod as clained in claim
10, wherein each flight provider sectibn incl udes adj acent visible
timescales aligned with the tineline wherein each tinescale represents a
respecti Ve ti rfeflighteelettion methadgis clgiseslcin dainmér wbdredrs thel Girgreptiombex ai m 1,

further ingluding the steps of: receiving a.flight j fromt.h
oot o cOTRHES HepHG PR G eoRspRtn BBt RO B e RO YRR 11§ gt
r epr esentgide Whenadleeicddbuttsh inYélsdiage of a flight ticket corresponding to

the selected flight. 13. A web-server programmed to process flight data
relating to flights to produce display data, the display data for

di spl avi b : : i f.1i qh :
the di Spiay ddt SERSrESTAT Rk o BEERL 8R0S, ¥, KituRe sl e REHIBTE 7Y,

ti mel i ne onBttht Qo represehiatigh torepording tath amdbelighy selsstiun. at ed with nore
than one fare indicator.14. A nethod for online flight selection using a
conput ati onal device, the nethod including the step of displaying flight
representat! onealghh dikdtfon Retflod bITLIAG MIARCANARIGR M Flie indicdisia ear Ch
guery, at | east e I ght representation being associated wth nore than
one f ar e bk adangdddn a réw.of Aseeatingdabes.cl ai ned in claim 14, wherein the flight
representations can be arranged in horizontal rows with each row i ncl udi ng
multiple flight representations. 16. A nethod as clained in claim14,
wherein gach o gpsay&dectivh ARbthb@ RiseaBittadl i0blaih 1,BEREL thee dBplay hédia a

flight selection and an associated fare can be sel ected using a nouse
includes a chart, the chart including flight provider sections relating to respective flight

providers, the flight provider sections being arranged in accordance with ascending

minimum available fare.

11. A flight selection method as claimed in claim 10, wherein each flight provider
section includes adjacent visible timescales aligned with the timeline wherein each

timescale represents a respective time zone.

12. A flight selection method as claimed in claim 1, further including the steps of:
receiving a flight selection from the remote computer, the flight selection
corresponding to a displayed flight representation; and
enabling purchase of a flight ticket corresponding to the selected flight.

13. A web-server programmed to process flight data relating to flights to produce
display data, the display data for displaying by a remote computer in accordance with a
flight search query, the display data including flight representations displayed relative to
a timeline, at least one flight representation being associated with more than one fare

indicator.



or other input device. 17. A nmethod as clainmed in claim 14, wherein the
fare indicators can be arranged in a row of ascendi ng val ues. 18. A nethod
as cl ai realoi2n10018335m 14, wherein the display data incl udesTawhavigo4 he
chart including flight provider sections relating to respective flight
providers, the flight provider sections. being arranged in accordance with
ascendi ng m ni num avail able fare. 19. 1& method as claimed in claim 14,
further including the steps of: sending a flight selection fromthe

conput at ilédnal Adewthod, for belifid flight selettant istrg e compsiatinoilrdgvice, thednethdpdyed

flight representation; . enabl i urchase of a flight ticket. .
correspo Hgﬁ:hifgn% cfﬁ‘f h%e% eq%gglfsggyﬂgi 3‘%&‘3 EHTCSRIARRR &RV 0 ef HPEICafed to
di spl ay fédogiinct QRhaSEizhBsdatihSqueey, alt 1046t dre flght réPrlebdiation RGREOIEEEIW th a
flight search query, at |east one flight representati on being associ ated
wi t h nor evithhaeredhan gngrfare indicatat.or .

15. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the flight representations can be

arranged in horizontal rows with each row including multiple flight representations.

16. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein each displayed flight representation is
interactive so that a flight selection and an associated fare can be selected using a mouse

or other input device.

17. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the fare indicators can be arranged in

a row of ascending values.

18. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the display data includes a chart, the
chart including flight provider sections relating to respective flight providers, the flight

provider sections being arranged in accordance with ascending minimum available fare.

19. A method as claimed in claim 14, further including the steps of:
sending a flight selection from the computational device, the flight selection
corresponding to a displayed flight representation; and

enabling purchase of a flight ticket corresponding to the selected flight.

20. A remote computer programmed to display flight representations relative to a
timeline in accordance with a flight search query, at least one flight representation being

associated with more than one fare indicator.



