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SCREEN F.OR SHOWER UNIT OR BATH 

This invention is in the field of domestic app1iances, 
and invol.ves a. screen, a showe:r: screen, in order to use a bath 
as a sh0wer unit_. 

We are accustomed to screens made for baths wh:i.ch prevent 
water from spraying out of the bath and onto the f1oor. These 
screens comprise one or more panels .connected PY a s1ide or 
pivotal.l.y, which may rest for support against the siqe-of the 
bath, or al.terna.tivel.y can be raised and dropped against the 
wa..l.l. Clbove the taps. A spring, ST,I.ch ~ a gas spring,· assi.sts 
in the raising of the pane1 (3) by the user. 

It is essential that the contact between. the pane1 and 

the side of the bath is watertight, that .the fu11 weigl)t of the 
screen presses on the j9int of the l.ower side of the screen, 
and that in consequence, in the lower part of the p~el. the 
spring does not exert pressure on the jo:int; it . is al.so 
essential to compensate for a possibl.e unevenness between the 
frame and the edge of the bath. 

The screen.of the invention is o~ the type aforementioned 
com.prising at I.east one panel consisting of a frame ~xmed of 
sections suppor.ting g1ass, the said panel being · mounted to 
s1ide along a wall. sec~ion fixed to the frame by means of a 
section on which is mounted pivota.11.y~ in such a way "tha.t the 
panel. ·can either be supported.against..the side of the.bath in 

one position, say 1ow, or can be raised, in a position say 
high, and be drc;»pped against the frame above the ·taps, $aid 
screen being . equipped with m~ : to assist in : raising 
consisting of a spring, (gas in particular), fixed in .the wa.11 
section and compressed between support;s respectively supported 
by the mid section and the wa11 sectio~, in such a way :that· the 
spring exerts upwa.t:d presSllre on the mid section jnst greater 
.than the weight of the panel. 

To satisfy the above requirements, the invention .has b.een 
to equip the screen with means to di"Yert the pressure of the 
spring from the support that it pl.aces on the s.upport hel.d up 
by the,mid section, towards an abutment supported by the wall 
section, when tl;le screen is in the 1ow position. 

One resul.t of these arrangements· is that as the ~pring no 



-2-

longer exerts any upward pressure on the screen in~the 1ow 
positi.on, the latter can rest ila:tural~y with a11 its weiqht on 
the side of the bath. 

Beneficiallr, the sa.i.d means of diversion includes the 
means to convert the effort applied by the user to ~ove the 
screen when raising or lowering, into vertical pressure causing 
the said movement of the screen on the one hand, ana on the 
other hand into perpendicul.ar pressure in the general di.rect:f.on 
of the spring causing a transversal movement of the 1atter. · 

One resu1t of these a:crange~ents is the autoinati.c 
operation of the said means of div:ersi.on to pos:it:l.on the 
spring, either in support against the support supported by the 
wall section, or in support against the abutment supported by 
the wa.l.l. section, according to the direction of movement of the 
screen. I:n other words the user .makes use of ~eans of 
assistance in the rai.s.ing of the screei;i when raising the screen 
or ·al.ternative1y does not make such use when l.owering the 
screen, without him having, without worryi.n.g that is, to take 
steps in.addition to those aimed at raising and 1ow~ing the 
panel.. 

For example, the means of dev;Lation inc1ude opposing 
supports insta1led respectively on the abutment and on the said 
support for ra~sing the screen, th~ distMce d separating 
transversa11y tbe abutment from the support for the raising of 
the panel being less than the transversal b1,11k of the J.atter, 
in such a way that the spring, by reason of the upward· or 
downward pressure exerted by the user on the pan~, takes 
support alternatively a1ong each of the inclined supports, and 
:t:i.nal.ly is drawn either towards the abq.tment or the supPort for 
raising the screen against each of which he takes support when 
one or the other is in an overhanging:position. 

I:t will be understood that, in like manner and wi.thout 
de:cogating from the general rule set.out and illustrated in 
this exam.pie: 

1. the inclined supports can be e.1.ther curved or fl.at,. 
and can be install.ed equally,. either on that part of the spring 
supported on the abutment and on the support for ra~~i.ng the 
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screen, and I or on the abutment and :the support. 
2.. where the. movement of the screen takes pl.ace between. 

the mid section and the wall secti.on, the panel. woul.d be 
mounted runni.ng a1ong the mid sectio~ and the spring woula be 
supported aga.i.nst the mid section and on the screen with a view 

to its raising, and that the dispositions relating t~ the 
installation of the preferred means o:f dev1ati.on of the . . 
invention woul..d then be applied in symmetry for the mi.d section 
and the section of the panel frame facing the letter, :i.n the 
same way that that has been described for the wa11 section and 
t:he mid section .. 

Embodinl.ents of 

described, by way of 

accompanying drawings, 

the present invention w:i.11 nov be 
example only, with reference: to the 
in· which: 

Figures 1 and 2 are illustrat:Lons of a screen of :the ki.nd 
upon which the invention is based, placed in the context in 

which it is used, 

Figures 3 and 4 are successive basic outlines of the 
invention in the preferred method of realisation, 

Figures 5 and 6 are cross-sectional views, respectively 
l.ength.wise and transversal ot a screen of the invention in 
accordance with the preferred method of realisation shown ~n 
the precedi.ng outlines, 

Figure 7 is an _enl.arged view of part of Figure 6, 
Figure 8 is a partia11y cut away perspective v~ew of a 

screen illu~tx:ated in the preceding Figures. 

In Figures 1 and 2 a bath 2 has been equipped with a 
SCl:een. made up Of several. panels, such as 4, linked one to the 
other. and consisting of a window 6 supported by a trame ·made up 
of sections such as 8. An. end panel 4 is mounted runni.ng a1ong 
a wall section 10, by means of a section 12 on whi~h is ~t 
pivotally mounted 4, in such a way that the panels 4 can, 
either be lowered in a low position against the side 16 or the 
bath 2, or be raised in a high position to be dropped down 
above the taps 18. (Figure 2) 

In Figures 5 and· 6 a gas SPJ'.ing 20 exerts pressure 
greater than the weight of the screen which assists the user in 
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rai.s:i.ng the l.atter, the . spr1ng 20 being_ pl.aced i.n the wal.1 
section 1 0 and resting on support 22 fixed on the wa11 section 
on· the one part and on support 24 supported by the mid secti.on 
12. So that the panels 4 making lip the screen rest water 
tightly on the side 16 of the bath 2, the invention aims to do . . 
away with the support of the spring 20 on the screen in such a 
way that the weight of the 1atter rests naturally on the side 
16 of the bath 2. 

In Figures 3 and 4, the. pressure of the spring 20 is 
diverted between two supports, from.one under the support 24· 
supported by the mid section 12 towards another Un.der an 
abutment 26 supported by .. the· trta.ll. section 1 0. ~pposing 

supports 28 and 30 a:r:e.respectively 41Stall.ed on the abutment 
26 and on support 24 of th~ spring 20 on the mid section 12. 
It will. be noticed that the distance d separating crosswise the 
abutment 26 and the support·':24 .is 1ess than the w1.dth of the 
spring 20. The supports 28 and 30 accommodate transversall.y 
the spring 20 and ho1d it either under the abutment 26. through 
the effect of a downward movement (arrow 1 ) of the mid section 
12 as described in Figure 4 and in dotted l.ine in Figures 5 and 
8, or under support 24 through an upward movement {arrow 3) of 

the mid section 12, as described in Figures 3, 5 anQ 8. 
With such a sb;ucture, screen 4 is automatical.1y freed 

from any upward constraint so that it rests natural.l.y on the 
side 16 of the bath 2 dw;i.ng lowering by the user and 
automatically fixed in pl.ace as a resu1t of the pressure of _the 
spring during raising. 

It will be Un.derstood that it wil.l. be sufficient for the 
screen "4- to rest natural.1y on the side of the bath to transfer 
the pressure exerted by the spring 20.out of the supP.;>rt that 
it pl-aces on p~el 4, and that the p~sence of the abutment 22 
on meetinq the ~ansion of spring 20, . which would without such 
~resence cease to be under any presslJ.!e, enables one to place 
the spring 20 once again in position for the raising pf pane1 
4. 

In Figures 5 to 8, which illus~tes the preferred method 
for implementing the invention 1.n accordance with which the 
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inc1ined supports 28 and 30 are instal.1ed on the abutment 26 
and the support 24: 

- abutment 26 supported by the ~ section 1 o is made up 
of a strip of stretched trapezohedlron·, in plastic for :exam.pl.e, 
extending over a length_more or 1es~ equivalent to that the 
spring 20, and for the support of the ~atter following·i.ts axis 
of expansion, or in other words to avoi.d bending of t:tie spring 
20 when panel. 4 is in high· pc:)sition; strip 26 i.s pz:;eferab1y 
applied, by sticking, for example, ·onto a track 32, (the 
first) , pl.aced inside wall section 1 O·. 

- support 24 for the rais1ng of the screen 4 i~ made of 
short trapezohedron and is applied, by screwing for e~ple, to 
an outside face of mi.d section 12, in :the latter being mounted 
running ·on track··34-, the second, p1aced within wall section 10 
opposite the first track 32. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invent1.on the 
mi.d section 12 moves with a certai.n amount of give a1ong the . . . . section track 34 by means of a couple ot sets of ro1~er which 
it stipports at each of its ends. 

These arrangements result in a"definite watertj_ght fit 
between the screen and the side· 16 of the bath 2, 
notwithstanding an i1_1 fit between frC!Jlle 38 and the si,de 16 ·of 
the bath 2, that because each of . the panels 4 can res_t on the 
side 16 of the bath 2 thanks to the aforementioned give. 

One may no.tice on Figure 7 the j':1<1icious structure of the 
set of rollers 36, ro11ers ~o and 4~ comprising each of-the 
sets 36 being 1inked together by slight· interlocking. 

· Although we .lia.ve described and represented a preferred 
method of realisation of the invention, it must understood that 
the range of the invent.ion is not ~ted to this fo~ but may 
be extended. to any screen comprising the characteristics set· 
out above. 
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1. Screen for shower uni.t or bath (2), of the type of 
screen cODlprising at 1east one pan.el. (4) made up of a frame 
made up of sections (8) supporting·g1ass (6), the ~aid.panel 
(4) being mounted running aJ.ong a ~l section (10) fixed to 
the frame (38) by means of a· section ( 12) on which it is 
pi.'VOtall.y mounted (14) in such a way that the pane1 (4) can be . . either in support against the side ( 16) of the bath {"2) in one 
position - low, or can be raised to a high position and be 
dropped down the fraine .(38) above tap (18) of said b~th, the 
said screen being equipped with means to assist in· raising 
consisting of a spring (20) fixed in ~e wall ·section _(10) and. 
pressed between supports (22, 24) respectively supported. by the 
mid section (12) and the wall section (10) in such a way that 
the spr1n9 (20) can exert upward pressure on the mid"seotion 
(12) sl.ightly ·greater than the weight of the panel (4)" wherein 
said screen is equipped with means (24, 26, 28, : 30) of 
diverting pressure of the spring ( 20) from the support that it 
pl.aces on the support (24) suppoZted by the mid section (12) 
towards an abutment (26), supported by the wall sect+on (10) 
when the screen is in 1ow position. 

2 _ A screen as claimed in Claim 1 , in which the said 
means of di vex:S:i.on ·comprises means ( 28, 30) to convert the 
effort needed by the user to move the:screen (4) when:raising 
or l.owering, into vertical pressure c~using the screen (4) to 
move on the one hand and into a perpendi.cu1ar pressure in the 
genera1 orientat.i.on of the spring (20): to effect a_ transversal 
movement of the ·1atter (20) on the other hand. 

3. A screen as claimed in Cla.ut 2, in-which the means 
for diverting comprises opposing supports (28, 30) installed. on . . the abutment ( 22} and on · the support (24) for raising the 
panel., the distance £ separating trans\rersal.l.y the abutment 
(22) from the support (24) for raising the panel. (4) be~ng l.ess 
than the transversal bulk of the 1a.tter (20). 

4. A screen as described in Clai.m 3, in which the 
abutment (22) supported by the wall section (10) is.mac;le up of 
a first strip of trapezohedron whose 1ength is equivcil.ent to 

11\1111) m1~ 11111111~ 111\11 
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the l.ength of the spri.ng ( 20), the sa:1,d strip C 22) bei~~ _placed 
in a track (32), instal.1ed inside the wall section (10), and · 

iii that the support (24) for .raising the pan~· (4) is 
made up of a second short trapezohedron and is app1iea against 
an outside race of the mid section (12) the latter (12) being 
mounted running a1ong a track (34), pJ;aced in the wa1l: section 
(10) opposite the first .channel (32).: 

5. A screen as claimed :f.h Cl.aim 4-, in.' which the mid 
section (12) moves with a certai.n a.IJlOunt of give aiong the 
second track (34) by means of a couple of sets (36) of rollers 
(40, 42) which it support~ at both ends. · 
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