-1- SPLIT-LEVEL BAR COUNTER The present invention
relates to a bar counter by which people can stand and
drink/chat. 5 BACKGROUND OF | NVENTI ON People like to
gat her around a bar counter to drink and chat,

soci alizing thenselves with the others. There has 10
been little attention paid to f he desi gn of bar
counters to cater for the general difference in height

of faom & pvisRRE &ldukmagl ween men and wonen. The
I NVENT T ON SEEKS to provide a new or otherw se 15

i nproved bar counter which allows people to stand and

dri nk/chat nore confortably. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON
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counter for use standing across a relatively upper

fl peoplandaa rcelamid \seldy drdws/ dHagar 1 nt er connect ed by

at | east one step, conprising a body having a first

5side on said upper floor and an opposite second side
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on said lower 25 floor. The body has a bottom adapt ed

t 0 BARESROUND DPEaINVENAAONf said upper and | ower floors

and includes a top having a relatively higher
hori zontal surface on the first side and a relatively
| ower horizontal surface on the second side, for use by

pegﬁpglsn%ﬁﬁﬁnﬁqeggFagg ggound a bar counter to drink and

chat, socializing themselves with the others. There has
been little attention paid to the design of bar counters
to cater for the general difference in height of people,

especially between men and women.

The invention seeks to provide a new or otherwise
improved bar counter which allows people to stand and

drink/chat more comfortably.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, there is provided a bar
counter for use standing across a relatively upper floor
and a relatively lower floor interconnected by at least
one step, comprising a body having a first side on said
upper floor and an opposite second side on said lower
floor. The body has a bottom adapted to engage at least
one of said upper and lower floors and includes a top
having a relatively higher horizontal surface on the

first side and a relatively lower horizontal surface on



the counter. The bottom of the body is adapted to
engage 5 both of said upper and | ower floors. The
bottom of the body has a first portion on the first
side for engagi ng said upper floor and a second
portion on the second side for engaging said 10 |ower
floor. The bottom of the body has a | owernost profile
mat ching with the surface profile of said upper and

| owehef Iseasidansi &, | east uere 1t egpeOﬁlﬁel bnl $ojefield edides of
that at |east one of the higher and

ower horizontal

surtheescofitehe top of the body extends along the
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correspondi ng side of the body, over generally the
entire length of that side. 20 It is further preferred

to

hq%qutleast one of the H%Qgr and | ower hori zont al
a oay

sur
entire wwdth of the corresponding side of the body, in

a dreEet?bnsaidnemeesedyd ofovdmt £108rsi de. The n-cher
and olaer __z- rtay surfaces n= the top body include a
retain ing nmenber along peon of |ITS oeriohery.
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The bottom of the body has a first
portion on the first side for engaging said upper floor
and a second portion on the second side for engaging said

lower floor.

The bottom of the body has a

lowermost profile matching with the surface profile of

said upper and lower floors and at least one step.

It is preferred that at least one of the higher and lower
horizontal surfaces of the top of the body extends along
the corresponding side of the body, over generally the

entire length of that side.

It is further preferred that at least one of the higher
and lower horizontal surfaces of the top of the body
occupies generally the entire width of the corresponding
side of the body, in a direction transversely of that

side.

The higher and lower horizontal surfaces of the top of the

body include a



The retaining menber extends along left and right edges
and an inner edge of the horizontal S surface.
Conveniently, the first and second sides of the body
have generally the sanme height. 10 In a specific
construction, the body includes fwo separate upright
menbers at left and right ends of the counter, which
have respective said bottons adapted to engage said
uppgs.and, ) quar. flogors_and acr.gss which the top
exf%%gsggfgg%g{é é%ggi??géfrny1 %h¥gBL%as two separate
el ongate parts extending individually across the two
menbers of the body, one part being at a relatively

hi ghérritedelng peedrdengetdaeatringher hori zontal surface
and the other at 20 a relatively | ower |evel providing
t hel d fowerndor i gbht aldgesurdrat ean BRhulEr DEGREPIFONHI horizontal
DRAW NGS 25 The invention will now be nore particularly
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t he acconpanying draw ngs, in which: -4- Figure 1 is a

front perspective view of an enbodi nent of a bar

counter in accordance with the invention; Figure 2 is a

| efPYiEdd St of thehef st conmt eecotd FEgdee of the body have

generally the same height.

In a specific construction, the body includes two
separate upright members at left and right ends of the
counter, which have respective said bottoms adapted to
engage said upper and lower floors and across which the

top extends.

More specifically, the top has two separate elongate
parts extending individually across the two members of
the body, one part being at a relatively higher level
providing the higher horizontal surface and the other at
a relatively lower level providing the lower horizontal

surface.

BRIEF DECRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The invention will now be more particularly described, by
way of example only, with reference to the accompanying

drawings, in which:



5 1, Figure 3 is a right side view of the bar counter
of Figure 1; 10 Figure 4 is a front view of the bar
counter of Figure 1; Figure 5is a top plan view of
the bar counter of Figure 1; 15 Figure 6 is a rear
view of the bar counter of Figure 1; and Figure 7 is a
bott om pl an vi ew of the bar couhter of Figure 1. 20
DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF PREFERRED EMBCODI MENT Referring

to . i Ngs 1. bay; e ar)
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floor 13 interconnected by one or two steps 11 and 12.

The bar counter 100 conprises a body 110 having a rear

side 110R on the upper floor 10 and an opposite, front
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bottom 120 adapted to engage or stand on at |east one

5orl; preferably, both of the upper and | ower floors 10
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and 13. 5 The counter body 110 includes a top 130 which

has a relatively higher horizontal surface 130H on the

rear side 110R and a relatively | ower horizontal
suFfiguael39L isonat heidhtonsidiedevidWF of othasebdy peopiter of

(of different
Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a front view of the bar counter of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a top plan view of the bar counter of Figure

Figure 6 is a rear view of the bar counter of Figure 1;

and

Figure 7 1is a bottom plan view of the bar counter of

Figure 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings, there is shown a bar counter
(or bar) 100 embodying the invention for use standing
across a relatively upper floor 10 and a relatively lower
floor 13 interconnected by one or two steps 11 and 12.
The bar counter 100 comprises a body 110 having a rear

side 110R on the upper floor 10 and an opposite, front



hei ght) on opposite sides of the bar 100. The rear side
10 11OR is taller than the front side 110F generally
stated, but they have about the sanme hei ght when
measured from their correspondi ng footings. The
counter body 110 includes two sgparate upright 15
pillars 110A and 110B at left and right ends of the
counter 100, which have respective bottons 120 adapted

to 4i84an t er n | 9qQrs a
oGR8, p RRET A0, o | 9805 A 20542 588 nac
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130B extending 20 individually across the two pillars

1104 eaRG-abh9B, pYtHh o OGS hRlde r1 30/ QWG 0GR 1@t ahd 13.
relatively higher level providing the higher surface

130H and the other 130B at a relatively |ower |evel
providing the lower surface 130L. This renders the bar

5t orhk30chantag adulyr r 1af0 sphtlulegela Zog op3013@di@nd has a

10

15

20

25

130B. The bottom 120 of each pillar 1104 110B of the
bodelsdtGvelgs higbar portizxmtfORsurfielee réadlHsiae YTHER rear
for -6- engaging the upper floor 10 and a front portion
126kden 11t0ke dndnr sedativeryf dowenydpnigartal oswrface 130L
floor 13. To achieve a neat appearance, the bottom 120
had8ta tdieepbernt | 8h@enddO0Fpr di9Y cu$® Rt Feamlch (ol different

t he stepged 5 surface profile of the upper and | ower }
f1 B6ight &ﬁjQEpo%&RFtﬁédgﬁeﬁ§ fhekpE2108s JhGuFsar side

FI?EBSSié Egliér than the front side 110F generally stated,
but they have about the same height when measured from

their corresponding footings.

The counter body 110 includes two separate wupright
pillars 110A and 110B at 1left and right ends of the
counter 100, which have respective bottoms 120 adapted to
stand on the upper and lower floors 10 and 13 and across
which the top 130 extends. The top 130 is provided by two
separate elongate shelves 130A and 130B extending
individually across the two pillars 110A and 110B, with
one shelf 130A being located at a relatively higher level
providing the higher surface 130H and the other 130B at a
relatively lower level providing the lower surface 130L.
This renders the bar top 130 having a pair of spilt-level

tops 130A and 130B.

The bottom 120 of each pillar 110A/110B of the body 110

has a rear portion 120R on the rear side 110R for



Each of the higher and | ower horizontal surfaces 130H
and 130L of the top shelves 130A and 130B extends
along the 10 corresponding side 110R/ |1 OF of the body
110, over generally the entire I ength of that side
110R/ 110F. Al so, each surface 130H 130L occupies
generally the entire wdth of ~?he correspondi ng side
110R/110F, in a direction transversely of that side

1193{9%&%?01&4* ag%@.icnif QoEmer o gheflfoqlrﬂg% ion 1208 on

raili'ng 140 is ptovided on each of the hig _

| owele hordzontdhe $90FAGRY. 1305 aNn0, 130k, 19¥8NENGr 13, To
along at |east part of its periphery i.e. the left and

ri ghthiedgess aRda 8N appRekradeddehdf bbbeoUNDACGas a stepped
130H 130L. The railing 140 serves to retain objects,
sugbwasmdiitnkgrafid 1gl agsesma®dht heitwurdmre fi30HERI0L stepped
The bar counter 100 is not just conveniently built on
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the steps 11 and 12 to provide the split-1level tops
138Adattiel 3@Bpssddhandafl 2peapl ehofmdiiff Erignirezeilghto Gan
stand on and use opposite sides 110F and 110OR of the
counter 100. Whilst there is normally a difference in

hei ght between nen and wonen, when they chat they
usBarhyoF kbet digber emdy lasgy hakiszaHerl bierfreesf 428H and
at _the same or simlar_5 eye | evel._ The w sdom behi nd

t h&38h1 PE- IRl tpRr skedves 1304t 31d al P BRs ottenfisnelong the
(oéoggég££¥S£XgShggggr Ri%%&%&OF of the body 110, over
generally the entire length of that side 110R/110F. Also,
each surface 130H/130L occupies generally the entire

width of the corresponding side 110R/110F, in a direction

transversely of that side 110R/110F.

A retaining member in the form of a railing 140 is
provided on each of the higher and lower horizontal
surfaces 130H and 130L, extending along at least part of
its periphery i.e. the left and right edges and an inner
edge of the surface 130H/130L. The railing 140 serves to
retain objects, such as drinks and glasses, on the

surface 130H/130L.

The bar counter 100 is not just conveniently built on the
steps 11 and 12 - it is purposefully built on the steps
11 and 12 to provide the split-level tops 130A and 130B
such that people of different height can stand on and use

opposite sides 110F and 110R of the counter 100.



to stand on the upper floor 10 or the taller side 110R
of the bar 100 to chat to the nen (or relatively
taller people) who usually stand on the | ower floor 13
or the 10 shorter side 110F. In doing so, they can chat
at nore or |ess the sane height_or eye |evel and yet
still keep wthin their boundaries and confort zone.

It is envisaged that the bar body 110 may be solid
across 15 its left and right ends or, in a different
aspect, it may be built to stand on only the upper or

t heyhoweke fdreare 19/ L3-Reefigrably; fightnat tihe 10098, Of between
either one step 11/12 as appropriate. 20 The invention

hasmbgerRn@ wedndly, Wate@f t9¥3PEBaONlthe@ANGsu¥BIJOUSke to not
ot her nodifications of and/or alterations to the
desenlpereepbadiientniay bae AREe HFaRErAONShSkidh€ ot Nsimilar
the art without departing fromthe scope of the

5 nvepdi drveds dSpeciwiedomnbethéndpperdesbrl @i be?5l-bar 100 is
CLAIMS: 1. A bar counter (100) adapted for standing

acriosat aiteladtlionsd ytheppemehl oar (1€)athndedyr ehatriteel ypeople)
| oner floor (13) interconnected by at |east one step

(11to 19%and opmpr EBEngPRebodyoot 110) olaviey talfligrstsigiedgl10R of
on said upper floor and an opposite second side on

saifthe oker 196r ta hehpbdyrq 18bP Hesit ndox boelehivelgo)taller

adapted to engage said upper _and | ower_fl oors _and
people) who TUsually stand on the lower floor 13 or the

10 shorter side 110F. In doing so, they can chat at more or

less the same height or eye level and yet still keep

within their boundaries and comfort zone.

It is envisaged that the bar body 110 may be solid across

15 its left and right ends or, in a different aspect, it may

be built to stand on only the upper or the lower floor
10/13 preferably right at the edge of either one step

11/12 as appropriate.

20 The invention has been given by way of example only, and
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various other modifications of and/or alterations to the
described embodiment may be made by persons skilled in
the art without departing from the scope of the invention

as specified in the appended claim



including a top (130) having a relatively higher

hori zontal surface (130H) on the first side and a
relatively |ower horizontal surface (130L) on the
second side, for use by people on opposite sides of
the counter, whereby the body (110) includes two
separate upright pillars (7."..0A ].10B) at left and
crimgbt ends of the counter (100), whi ch have respective
bottons (120) adapted to stand on the upper and | ower
floors (10, 13) and across which the top (130)
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rearsﬁlfgge(ll%) for .engaging the.upper gl%rla(;@lyanpower
a ront ortlo 120F on the front side (110F) for
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(120) adapted to stand on the upper and lower floors (10, 13)
and across which the top (130) extends, whereby the top (130) is
provided by two separate elongate shelves (130A, 130B) extending
individually across the two pillars (110A, 110B), with one shelf
(130A) being located at a relatively higher level providing the
higher surface (130H) and the other shelf (130B) at a relatively
lower level providing the lower surface (130L), whereby the
bottom (120) of each pillar (110A, 110B) has a stepped lowermost
profile having a rear portion (120R) on the rear side (110R) for
engaging the upper floor (10) and a front portion (120F) on the
front side (110F) for engaging the lower floor (13), and whereby
a retaining member in the form of a railing (140) is provided on
each of the higher and lower horizontal surfaces {130H, 130L),
extending along at least part of its periphery.



