
RING BINDER MECHANISM   ABSTRACT  A ring mechanism having a housing and at
least one ring  configurable between a closed position for retaining loose-
leaf pages and an open position. A pair of hinge plates,  operatively
connected to the ring, are pivotable within the  housing between first and
second position corresponding  respectively to the closed and open positions
of the ring.  Each hinge plate has a free end and a line of weakness formed
therein proximate the free end to facilitate bending of the  hinge plate. A
hinge plate actuator has a bearing surface  engageable with the hinge plates
proximate the free ends  thereof upon movement of the actuator from a first
position  toward a second position thereof such that the hinge plates  bend
proximate their free ends to delay pivoting movement of  the hinge plates
upon initial movement of the actuator from  its first position toward its
second position. Fig. 2  


