_ ADVERTI SEMENT FI LTRATI ON METHOD AND SYSTEM Abstract Free-to-air television

programmes are watched b nunmber of viewers. The broadcast of these
programes are typi cﬂm\wmﬂmwgﬁtmgd by tel evision comercials. In fact,
.these commercials oc i cant proportion of airtine. On an
average, viewers can exp&®®02 4 m nutes_of commercials for every 10 m nutes
of broadcast time. This can vary with #i fferent broadcasters. This
naturally translates into i nconveni ence for the consuners, who have to sit

t hrough t hese co%§ﬁ§EI§§@E§$.€ﬁme@ﬁ%§ S??]) o nded for

viewers who do not watc Ive, I dual s who store
the television programes for later viewing. One approach is to use a

st orage systAeerraftor exanpl e a videocassette recorder (VCR) to selectively
record only regufar progranmm ng and to suspend recordi ng when during a
commer ci &l Dreatk-airtHoleeisien pragnamsmesaraiwatched bp erlsga nhmbéreofphiysérsallhy present

for discrimmnatin e commercial portion fr t r.equl ar _progranmm ng. An
enbodi ment | GFOLHECpHOS BRETE s REoly Sepir B eHSA e mERA Wl evi i on
progranmmes ffad, #tesscommenddls Becube bhvwimificadivigopors@nehiirtamd Oonanadsegd i Senment
period during screening.,of nornmal. televi.siqn pro mes. | e

consti t uti ng™q Poft" We‘gfz"gmﬂ%t?fv?fs‘PBﬁneﬁ?‘%@Sgn%rygvx}](?gﬂnqt? @gﬁﬁ% during a
non-adverti spieentThpeédnOtary agith diffekdng reshdtfterss UDBGOHARaIE ttihsges abo an

i mge storage system for. obtaining an advertisenent free pre-recorded
t el gvi sildn gﬁxqgg%{eé_)ltiﬁ%q for @eggﬂnéurq_ers,gwho have to sit through these commre)rmeal breaks.

The inconvenience is compounded for viewers who do not watch a show live, but
rather, for individuals who store the television programmes for later viewing. One
approach is to use a storage system, for example a videocassette recorder (VCR) to
selectively record only regular programming and to suspend recording when during a
15 commercial break. However, this requires a person to be physically present for
discriminating the commercial portion from the regular programming. An
embodiment of the invention uses the watermark shown with normal television
programmes for discriminating between advertisement and non-advertisement period
during screening of normal television programmes. Images, constituting a portion of
20  a television programme which is screened during a non-advertisement period, are

buffered for subsequent storage onto an image storage system for obtaining an
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advertisement free pre-recorded television programme.
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