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m invention zelates muu! to Mu L3
plurality of primary packages within & secondary package such
a8 & wrapper type enclosure and is specifically conoerned with
masking price Lads.cum indicia which may be applied to
individual primary packages 8o that correct pucm Mcu
applicable to the entize grouwp ‘of primary mkuol enclosed
within the wrapper and applied to an exterior surface of the
wzapper is effective to indicate correctly ths price of the
entire group of primary packages.

" U, 8. patent 4,545,476 issued October 8, 1985 and
owned by the sssignes of the this invention is concerned with
the same problem with which the present invention is concerned
although the problem i solved according to patent 4, 545,476

o by mechanism which rotates Lnd!.vidul ocubical packages in such
a WARNET &8 tO prevent undul.ud and incorzect pricing of all
' of the primary packages within a wrapper due to siposure of :
prioing indicis on a single cubical package. . '
U. 8. patent application serial nm-:-sao,u; 21iled
May 29, 1990 and owned by the assignes of this invention ‘
" discloses & oan carton of the wrapper type vho:olu the wrapper %
is especially formed so as to accommodate packaging of s
specially shaped primary packages and vhich in - certain -
structural features is similar to the carton formed according
to this inventioa. e
smmm OF THE INVENTION
mom eo tul &nmuen in one form,
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-overlapping relation to form a conposite hottom wall of the
carton, an anchoring panel foldably joined to each end edge of
each side wall and folded into flat face . contasting relation
with éhn inner suzrface of the associated sids wall, a masking
panel foldably joined to sach end edge of each lap panel and
arranged with the inner edges thereof disposel in overlapping 3
_ relation at each end of the carton, and wed structure foldadbly
. joined along one edgs thereof to the adjacent edge of the '
: associated anchoring panel and foldably joined along another
edge thersof to the adjacent end of the asscolated masking
panel. . '
. BRIEY DESCRIPTIOM OF THE DRAWINGS
In the drawings, FIG. 1.13 a plan view of a blank
formed according to ons form of the invention as viewed from -
- 'f‘ o e the outside thereof; FIG. 2 is a perapective view of a catton
. being formed from the blank of ¥IG. 1 during an intermediate
folding stage and with the packaged cans omitted for clarity;
FIG. 3 is & perspective view of one end of the ca:ien formed

from the blank of FI1G. 1 after the carton is completely formed
and which eliminates the cans for clarity; FI6. 4 is a plan

view of a blank lo:u;od according to another Zform .of this
invention and which 'f,a viewed frem the outside of the blank,
FIG. S is a view similar to FIG. 2 but which shows the blank
of F1G. 4 during an intermediate stage of package formation
and vhich omits the  cans for olarity; and PIG. 6 13 a view
similar to FIG., 3 which shows in perspective one end of a
finished carton formed from the blank of PIG. 4 and vhich
omits the packaged cens for clarity,
BEST NODE OF CARRYING OUT THR INVENTION

~ With reference primarily to FI6G. 1, the numeral 1
designates the carton top wall.. A pair of Xnown finger
receiving apertures 2 and 3 are formed in mmu laﬂm
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8ide walis & and 9 are foldably joined to top wall l
along interxupted f£old lines 10 and 11 respestively. Side
wall 8 includes a bevel pansl 12 which forms the top portion
of side wall 8 and which is £oldably Jjoined to the lower
portion of side wall 8 along fold line 13. Cutaway areas 14,
15 and 16 are formed in bevel panel 12 for receiving the upper
portions of packaged cans in a manner vell known in the art.

Cn the other side of the blank, bevel panel 17 forms

" the upper portion of side wall 9 and is foldably joined
thereto along £o0ld " line 18, Apertures 19, 20 and 21 are
formed in bevel panel 17 and receive the upper portioni of
packaged cans. in a manner well known in the art.

Lap panel 22 is foldadbly joined to the bottom edge .
23 of side wall 8. Retaining tabs 24, 25, 26 and 27 are
struck from lap panel 22 and define apertures for- fccutvtnq
locking tabs Zformed in lap panel 28 foldably joined to the
bottom edge of side wall 9 along fold 1line 29, Tightening
apsztures 30 and 31 are formed in lap panel 22 and similar
tightening apertures 32 and 33 are formed in lap panel 28. As
is well known in the art, machine elemants enter tightening
apertures and move in such manner as to tighten the wrapper
about & group of articles to be packaged after which the,
carton is locked by driving looking tabs 34-37 through
apeztures defined by retaining tabs 24-27 30 as to sscure the
blank about a group of cans. '

In accordance with a principal feature of this
invontion. pricing indicia which may be formed on the outer
surface of the wall of packaged cza..; and near the bottom
ghizoot is zendered ineffective. Such structure includes a
masking panel 38 foldably joined to dap panel 22 along f0l1d

line 39 together with masking panel 40 foldably joined to lap
pane) 22 along £0ld 1ine 41,

e e it S U,

WMWM.N ....
.
e .




SUNMVARY” 8
is for
|ncludr
respeg
folda

= NWVENTTON Accoragrng to t I's invention Ih one form a carton
5d f—oma umtary bl ank- for packagl ng a pI urallty of cans and:

t he : “arcHor T I _
This Sheet Has Been Rep laced R

L I

U=4208/ 2589 | PSTIUS 91 /06826

¢dge of side wall 8 along fold 1line 43 ia pml.dod together
with web structure 44 £oldably joined to anchoring panel 42
along £old 1ine 45 and which in turn is foldably joined to
generally :uuimnn panel 4§  along fold line 47,
Rectangular panel 46 is £oldably joined to masking panel 38
along fold line 48.

Yor manipulating masking panel 40 in accordance with
& feature of this invention, anchoring panel 49 is foldably
Joined to an end edge of side wall 8 along £0ld line 50 and is
foldadbly joined i:o wed structure 51 -along fold line 52. A
gensrally rectangular panel 53 is foldably Jjoined to wed
structure 51 along fold line 54 and to masking panel 40 along-
fold line 55.

The masking structure formed according to this
invention and which is associated with sidé Wall™ 9 and lap
panel 29 is identical to that associated with side wall 8 and

oatthdiien

St v aray e

lap panel 22, Such structure is identified by the same
numerals &s are used in connection with side wall 38 and lap
panel) 22 with the additicn of the suffix “a",

In order to form a package iuinq tha blank of PFIG.
1, a group of primary »Heckages such as six cans arranged in
two rows of three 3ans each is formed and the bdlank is lowersd
onto the group of cans.and arranged so that the upper cdges of
the cans are disposed withia the apertures 19, 20 and 21 cnd
corresponding m:turdl 14, 15 and 16 formed on the opposite
side of top wall 1. Side walls 8 and 9 are then folded :
downwardly alongside the group of cans and the anchoring panel |
49 is folded into flat face contacting relstion with the inner
surface of oide wall 8 as indicated in Frg. 2. Wedb structure
51, generally rectangular panel 53 and masking panel 40 ocoupy
the positions shown in FIG. 2 during this intermediste !v:l.dlng
stage. . Lap panel 28 and anchoring panel 4%a azo tcldsa
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pcuucnl shown in connection with panils 49. 51, and 40 in
710, 2. When the £51din7 operations are completed, web
structures 51 and Sia ave disposed i flat £faos contecting
relation with anchering paasls 49 and 49a. Also the genereily
rectangular panels 53 and S)a are disposad astride the saresn
corners 4&s shown in rFiG. 3 and the ianer ends of masking
panels 40 .and 40a &ro overlapped a8 shown 4in ¥IG. 3. This
strustuve cehp::ctnq 2a8king panels 4C and 408 is lccated at
~ the bottom of the puckege and thus is disposed so as to
overlie and to isolate any priciag insiclia from indi~ating
devices that may have been applisd toc thz iower parts of the
oylindrical. side 'walls of the primery rackages. Thu#
a»:opxsito pricing indicia which reflects the ocorrect price
of the entire ialekago may be spplisd to the outer surface of
""1ap panel 22 or 26 is may be desired.

The wodification of the invention aes shown in FIGS.
4, 5 aud § inocludes a top wall 60 in which finger receiving
apertures 6 and 62 are notmally closud by tabs 63 and €4
wh‘clz axe foldably joined to top wall €0 along £oid lines 63
and 66. Rellief scores 652 and &5b and €6a and 65d are formed
in top wall 69 and function in known manner.

~ Bevel panel §7 is Zfoldably joined to tocp wall 60
tlong £0ld line 68 and hevel panel 69 4is fcldedbly joined to
top wall 60 along fold lime 70. Sids wall 71 i3 foldably
Joined to kavel panel 67 along & fold line 72 and side wall 73
is foldably joined to bevel panel 69 along fold line 74.

Bavel panel 75 is foldably joined ¢to side wall 71
along 2014 lins 76 and bevel panel 77 is foldably joined to
sids wall 73 c:l.oag £014 line 7¢. The lap panel 79 is foldably
Joined to bevsl ml 73 along fo0ld line 43 and lap panel u
is foldably Joined to bevel panel 77 Along fold nm ¥

Conventional tightening apertures 83, “ M cs are
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locking tabs 89 - 92 are conventicnal and gooperate with the
apertures defined by retaining tabs 93 - 96. Anchoring panels
97 and 98 are foldably joined to the end edges of side wall 71 i
along £0ld 1line 99 and 100 respectively. Simllarly anchoring
psnels 101 and 102 ars foldadbly joined to side wall 73 along
f0ld lines 103 and 104 respectively. MNasking pansl 105 is
20ldably jJoined to lap panel 79 along f£o0ld 1line 106 and

_masking panel 107 is foldably joined to lap panel 79 along
fold line 108. _

Similarly masking panel 109 is £oldably Jjoined to
lap panel 81 along fold 1line 110 and masking panel 111 is
£0ldedly joined to lap panel 8! alung fold line 112.

Wed structure 113 is foldably 3joined to masking
panel 105 along fold line 114 and to anchoring panel 97 along
£fold line 115. Similarly web structure 116 is £oldably joined

. %o masking panel 103 along £old line 117 and to anchoring
panel 101 along £old line 118.

 Web strusture generally designated at 119 includes 3

I web panel 120 and 121 which are separated from each other by _ '")3

' fold 1line 122. Web panel 120 is foldably joined to anchoring

panel 97 along fold 1ine 123 and wed panel 121 is foldably

' Joined to top wall 60 along fold line 124.

! In like fashion, wed structure generally designated
at 125 includes web panel 126 and 127 which axe separated by a
£01d 1ine 128. Web panel 126 is foldably joined to top wall
60 along £fold line 129 while wedb panel 127 is foldably joined
to anchoring panel 101 along £0ld line 130,

On the other side of the blank, web panel designated

. 113a corresponds to wed panel 113 and £o0ld lines 114a and 11Sa
.correspond with fold lines 114 and 115, Likewise web panel
116a co::«pom with web pansl 116 and £o0ld lines 117a and
118a correspond with fold lines 117 and 118 respectively. The
wed structure genezally designated at 119 is identical to that

.doumtod uu while web structure gensrally desicnated 128
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is identical to that designated 12%5a.
For purposes of understanding the clnimnd inventicn,
it should be understood that bevel pansls 67 and 75 are deemed
to constitute integral elements of side wall 71 and in lixe

fashion bevel panel 63 and 77 are deemed to be integral parts
of side wall 73,

e "M

In order to form a completed package using the blank
shown in FIG. 4, a group of six cans arranged in two . rows of
three ocans each is assembled and the Dblank of FIG. 4 is
lowersd sc that the top wall 60 overlies the group of cans.
Thereafter the side walls 71 and 73 are folded downwardly to
the positions such as are indicated in FIG. 5. Thereafter the
lay panels 73 and 681 are . tightened by suitable machine -
slements which cooperate with the tightening apo:tu:ei 83-88
and the locking tabs 89-92 ave driven through tha npoxr.ures
defined by retaining tabs 93-96 respectively.  With the
composite bottom of the carrier thus formed, the masking

panels 107 and 111 are manipulated into the positions shown in .
FIG. 6 dues to the action of the web structures 1l3a and 1l6a
and the inner ends of the mnasking panels are overlapped as
shown 4in FIG. 6. Thus the masking panels serve to overllis the
price indicia which may be formed on the outer surface of the
can walls 30 as to render those indioia ineffsctive and to
make poasible the use of proper pricing indicia applied to an

outer surface of one of the wrapper panels such as lap panels
79 and 81,
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1. A carton formed from a unitary blank for
packaging a plurality of cans and comprising a top wall, side
walls foldably joined along their top edges respectively: to
opposite side edges of said top wall, & pair of lap panels
foldably joined respsctively to the bottom edges of said side
valls and_ucuud' together in overlapping relation to form a
conposite bottom wall of the ocarton, an - anchoring panel
foldably joined to each end edge of each side wall and folded
into flat £face contacting relation with ﬁho inner surface of
the assoclated side wall, a masking panel foldably 3Jjoined to
oieh end edge 6! each of said lap panels and arranged with the
inner edges thereof disposed in overlapping zrelation at sach
‘ dnd_ of the carton, and wo'b structure foldably joined along ons
edge thersof to tho' adjacent edge of the assooiated anchoring
panel and foldably joined along another —edge thereof to the
adjacent end of i-.hc associated masking panel.

~ T 2. A carton according to claim 1 wherein said web

- structure comprises a generally triangular panel disposed in
£lat face contacting relation with the associated nnchorhig
panel.

3. A ocarton according to oclaim 2 wherein a
generally rectangular panel is £0ldably joined along one edge
thereof to. an edge of the associated triangular panel cnd
along & generally parallel opposite edge thersof to the -
adjlelnt'cxid edge of the associated masking panel.

4. A carton according to claim 2 wherein one edge .
of said triangular panel 13 foldably joined to the adjacent
odge of the assooiated anchoring panel and to the adjacent end
edge of the associated masking pansl.

5. A ocarton according to claim 3! wherein said
generally rectangular panel is disposed astride the ldjlcoat
oorner of the ocarton m ia engagement with the am ‘wall of .
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6. A carton acoording to olaim 5 wherein the
adjacent corner of the associated lap ﬁindi is cutaway
along a diagonal cut line which is in genera} coincidence
with 'tho_ lower edge of said gensrally rectangular panel.
' 1. .A carton according to olainm 1 wherein a lower '
edge po:uon' of said anchoring panel is generally parallel
_with the bottom edge of the associated side wall.
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plurality of cans includes a top wall, sids walls, foldably
Joined along their tqp.cﬂum:uupuﬂﬂmdﬁynoennuiﬁnaudn
sdges of the top wall, a pu: of lap panels tcuably Joined
:n-pundmmly uaeholxnxcnnuunw cti#n:uhh:unl&numd secured
together in overlapping relation to form a coupot;tc botton
wall of the carton, an anchoring panel foldably joined to each
end edge of each side wall and folded into flat <£Lace
contacting relation with the 1nnnz lurfacc of the associated
side wall, masking structure £o: ovorlying the pricing indicia
applied to 1muwu&u1cnnl,Imchﬂnsluunkhuryuultoldﬂny
joined tooteh»nadcdgo of each lap panel and arranged with
the inner edges thereof disposed in overlapping relation
together with web structure foldably 3joined along one edge
thereof to the lddaoonﬁ edge of the associated anchoring panel

and !oldnbly Joined along another edge thom! to the ldj.cont
end of the ulaeolaeod masking pnnol.
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 TECHWICAL YIRLD

This 4invention rolates genserally to packaging a
plurality of primary packages within & secondary package such
as & wrapper type enclosurs and is specifically concernsd with
masking price indicating indicia which may be applied to
individuq primary packages so that correct pricing indicia
applicable to the entire group of primary packages enciosed
within the wrapper and applied to an exterior surface of the
wrapper is effactive to Lndion;cc correctly the price of the
entire group of primary paokages.

"U. 8. patent 4,545,476 izsued October -8, 1985 and
owned by the assignee of the thii invention i3 concerned with
the same problem with which the present invention is concerned
although the problem iz aolved according to patant 4,545,476
by machanism which rotates 1ndividul cubical paokaqu in such
a manner as to prsvent undesired uxd incorrect prtoinq of all
of the primry paokagas vithin a wrapper dus to exposure of
prioing i.ndio:!.a on a single cublical packigs.

U. 8. patent application serial nunber'5$30,163 f£iled
May 29, 1990 and owned by the auignu of th.z 1nvcnt!.an.

" discloses a oan carton of the wrapper type whoroin the wrapper
N is espsolally formed s0 as to accommodate packaging of
“specially shaped primary packages and which in oertain
structural foatures is similar to the carton formed acoording
to this invention. | '
SUHNARY 0? THE INVERTION

Aocording to this invention in one form, a carton is
formed from a unitary blank for pwkaqiaq a plu:anty 02 oa.ns
and Lnoludon & top wall, side wallg zoldably joinnd nlong

their top dgod reapaotivoly. to oppouu -ido odmc STIEhcop

iwall, -a.palr of lap vanals !omhly 'jo!.nod rcmm LAY
t
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A4 28 is |dent|cal to that associated with side wall 8 and |ap panel 22.

"Such str PhsB@dR dedd €d by the same nunerals as are used in connection
with side panel 22 with the addition of the suffix "a". In
corder to u3|ng the blank of FIG 1, a group of primary
packages such as 5| s arranged in two fows

overlapping relation to form a composite hqtté& wall of the
carton, a&n anchoring panel foldably joined to each and edge of
each side wall and folded into flat face ocontacting relation
with tho inner surfacs of the asscciated side wall, a masking
panel foldably joined to sach end edge of each lap panel and
arranged with the inner edges thareof disposed in overlapping
relation at sach end of the carton, and web structure foldably
joined along one edge thersof to the adjacent edge of the
associated anchoring panel and féldably joined along another
edge thoreof to the adjacent end of the associated masking
panel. '

. BRIXP DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
L In the drawings, FIG. 1 is & plan view of & blank
formed ncoo:dln& to one form of the invention as viewed from

. éhé outside thereof; FIG. 2 iz a perspsotive vie; of a catton T
being formed <£rom the blank of FIG. 1 during an intermediate
folding stage and with the packaged canz omitted for clarity;
FIG., 3 4z a perspective view of one end of the carton formed
from the:-blank of FIG. 1 after the carton is completely formed
and which eliminates the cans for clarity; FIG. 4 is a plan
view of & blank tcrm;d acoording to another £form of this
invention and which }: viewed from the outside of the blank,
TIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 2 but which shows the blank
of r:d, { during an intermodiate stage of packags formation
and which omits the oans for clarity; and FIG. 6 i3 a view
similar to PFIG.. 3 which shows in pesrspective one end of a
£1nished carton formed from ths blank of PIG. 4 and vwhich
omits the packagsd cans £0r olarity. )
BEST KODE OF CARRYING QUT THE INVENTION

With refaerence primarily to PIG. 1, the numeral 1

designates the ocarton top wall.- A pair of Xknown finger

receiving apertures 2 and 3 are formed in top wall 1 and
? This is the re;gfragement she
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cans an hat the upper edges of the cans are disposed within

t he ape nd 21 and correspondi ng apertures 14, 15 and 16
formed on the opp side of top wall 1. Side walls 8 and 9 are then

fol ded downwardly alon95|de the group of cahs and the anchoring panel 49 is
folded into flat face contacting relation with the inner surface of side

wal | 8 as indicated 5pa&ival®Ps 8\bnsts ugidtellblgesirald yor eopangll ak
along interrypted fold lines 10 and 11 respectively. -Side

of threhmﬁamm@a& grmed and the blank is | owered onto the group of

wall B inocludes & bevel panel 12 which forms the top portion
of side wall 8 and whioh 4z foldably Joined to the lower
portion of side wall 8 alchg fold line 13. <Cutaway areas 14,
15 and 16 are formed in bevel panel 12 for receiving the ubper
portions of packaged cans in a manner vell knovn in the art.

Cn the other side of the blank, bevel panel 17 forms
the upper portion of - side wall 9 and iz foldably joined
thereto along £old 1line 18. Apertures 19, 20 and 21 are
formed in bevel panel 17 and receive the 'uppcr portions of

_ packaged cans in & manner well known in. the art. :

Lep panel 22 is foldably joinqd to the bbttom edge
23 of side wall 8. Retaining tabs . 24, .25, 26 and 27 are
struck from lep panel 22 and define apdrtures for receiving
locking tabs formed in lap panel 28 f£oldably joined to the
bottom edge of side wall 9 along fold 1line 25, Tightening
apertures 30 and 31 are formed in lap panel 22 and similar
tightening &pertures 32 and 33 are formed in lap panel 28. As
is well knowr in the art, machine elemants enter tightening
apsrtures and move in such manner as to tighten the wrapper
about a group of articles to be packaged after which the
carton is locked by driving looking tabs 34-37 cthrough
apertures defined by retaining tabs 24~27 so as to securs the
blank about a group of cans.

In accordance with & principal feature of this

invention, pricing indicia which mey be formed on the outer

surface of the wall of packaged cc¢ s and near the bottom

tharecof ig renderced ineffective. guoch s&structure includes a

masking panel 38 foldably Jjoined to lap panel 22 along fold

line 39 togethor with masking panel 40 foldably jolned to lap
panol 22 alcag fold ling 41. |
This is the replacement sheet
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panel 53 and_ maski ng aneh 40 occupy the positions shown in Fig. 2 during

~this inte Be stage. Lap panel 28 and anchoring panel 49a are
folded in ﬂ b structure 51a, generally rectangul ar panel 53a

and nmaskin are mani pul at ed Lfto t he positions shown in
connection with panels 49, 51, 53 and 40 in FIG 2. \Wen the folding
operations are conpl eted, web structures 51 and 5l1la are disposed in flat

face contactiqigyd @Mt gl ANE QYA PEBELSIAR Ad14%8ro &6u tégetner
) with wedb structure 44 -toldably joined to anﬁhoring panel 42
along fold 1line 4% &and whioch in turn is foldably joineé to
generally rectangular panel 46 along fold 1line 47,
Ractangular panel 46 ig foldably joined to masking panel 38
along fold line 48.
‘yo:'manipulating nmasking panel 40 in accordance with
a feature of this JAinvention, anchoring panel 49 is foldably
joined to an end edge of side wall 8 o.-lonq fold line 50 and is
foldably joined éo web 'at:ucture 51 along .fold 1line 52. A
gensrally rectangular panel 53 is foldably 3joined to web
- gtrugture 51 along f£0ld lina 54 and to masking panel 40 along- -
fold line 55. | | |
The masking structure formed gcdordiqq to this
, invention and which is associated with :idi'WEIfﬁ 5 and lap
" . panel 28 i3 identical to that associated with side wall 8 and
lap pansl 22, such structure is identified by the sgame
numerals &3 are used in connsotion with side wall 38
panel 22 with the additicn of tac 3uffix “a",

and lap

In order to form a package using tha blank of FIG.
1, a grouy of primary peckaeges such as glx cans arranged in
two rows of three sans each iz formed and the blank is lowsred
onto the group ¢f cans and arranged zo that the upper cdges of
the cans are disposed within the spertures 19, 20 and 21 ond

cdrresponding apertures 14, 15 and 16 formed on tha opposite

g2ide of top wall 1. Side walle 8 and 9 are then folded

downwardly alongside the group ¢f cans and the anchoring pansl

42 1B folded into flat f&cCo9 contectirg relation with the inner

éurfac@ of glde well 8 aeg indicated in FPIG. 2. Wwab structure

51, generally rectangular penel 53 gnd masking panel 40 ocoupy
the positions Jhown in PIG. 2 during this intermediate folding

stageo. Lap pensl 28 gnd anochoring panal 49%a are fclded
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gener ally reetangttar—pamel s 53 and 53a are di sposed astride the carton

corners as shown in. e!%ced3 and the inner ends of masking panels 40 and 40a
are over Has Be in FIG 3. This structure conprising masking
panel s 40 H I ‘:at ed at the bottom of the package and thus is

di sposed ¢ e and to isolate any pricing indicia from _
I ndi cating devices that nay have been applied to the | ower parts of the

_cyldi ndrical sidgopgticn®dfsidit BRI 6&iNbcREGKIAACE . pdiuls ABRI BPJ i B3 earpy i40i iy
i ndi ci a '

¥I68. 2. ¥When the £olding opcrations ave completed, wabd
structures 51 and Sla ave dispnsed L flat £aoce convecting:
relation with anchering pansls &5 and 4%a. Also the genernlily
reotangular panels 53 and 53a aro diasposed amtride the cazion
corners a8 ghown in FIG. 3 and ths ianer ends of masking
panals 40.and 40a aro overlspped Ga shown in ¥IG. 3. This
BtruvtuTe comprising mesking pansls 4C and 40a iz iccated at
the bottom of the puckage and thus is disposed o a3 Lo
overlie and to isolate any priciay inidicia £rom indinating
devices that may have been applisd to vha Lower parte of ths
gylindrical. side "Wal.l_l of the ©Primerry rackages. Thus
apprcpxia;t;e priginq indioia whioch reflects the “oorrect price

of the entire package may be applied to the outsar surface of
Jap ‘panel 22 or 28 s may be desired. _,

The wodlification of the livention az shown in FIGS.
4, 5 aud 6 ihcludes a top wall 60 in which finger recseiving
epertures 6! and 62 are normally olosued by tabe 63. and €4
which &re f£cldably joined to top wall €0 along folid lires 69
and 66. Rellef scores 632 and 65b and €6a &nd 65b are formed
in top wall 69 and function in known nanner. ,

Bavel panel 67 i3 foldably joined to tcp wall 60
slong fold line 68 and bevel panel 6% 4s fcldably joined to
top wall &0 along f£fold line 70. 8idn walli 71 i3 foldably
joined to bavel panel 67 along & fold line 72 andﬂ side wall 73
iz foldably joined to bevel panel 6% slong fold line 74.

Bavel panel 75 is fcldably j'a.‘.ned'- to side wail 71
along £old lins 76 and bevel penel 77 is foldebly joined to
g$ids wall 73 along fold lins 78. The lap panel 79 is foldably
joined to bavel pa;nel 75 along f0ld lin2 490 and lap panel 21
is £oldably joined to bevel panel 77 along £old line 3z.

Conventional tightening eaportuxes 83, 84 and 8% are
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whi ch reflec price of the entire package may be applied to
t he out mlgﬁg&ﬁceﬁ lap panel 22 or 28 as may be desired. The nodification

of the in in FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 includes a top wall 60 in
pertures 61 and 62 are normally closed by tabs 63
l'y

whi ch fin
and 64 whi' joined to top wal6l 60 along fold lines 65 and 66.

looking tabs B9 - 92 are conventional and cooperate with the
_apartures defined by retaining tabs 93 - 96. Anchoring panels
97 and 98 are foldably joined to the end edges of side wall 71
along fold 1line %9 and 100 respectively. Similarly anohoring
panels 101 and 102 ars foldably joined to =ide wall 73 along
£0ld linez 103 and 104 \:ospect;ivoly. Masking panel 105 is
foldably joined t'é lap panel 79 along f£old 1line 106 and
_masking panel 107 is foldably joined to lap panel 79 along"
f£old line 108. i

Similarly masking panel 109 is £oldably Jjoined to
lap panel 81 along fold 1line 110 and mskinq panel 1;1 is
foldably joined to lap panel 81 along fold line 112,

Waeb structure 113 1is toldably joined to masking
panel 105 along fold line 114 and to anchérinq paml:Q'.l- algng
fold 1line 115. Similarly web structure 116 is foldably '_joincd.
tc masking panel 1095 along fold line 117 and to anchoring
panel 101 along fold lins 118. !

! Web structure generally deziqnated at 119 includes
web panel 120 and 121 which are separated from each other by
£01d ]_.-i}xq 122. Webd ps:.nel 120 iz foldably joined to anchoring
panel .'97 aleng fold ],inc 123 and wed panel 121 ix foldably
jolned to top wall 60 along fold line 124, '

In like fnshién, wad structure generally deslgnated
at 125 includes web panel 126 and 127 which are separatsd by a
fold 1line '128. Web panel 126 i3 foldably joined. to top wall

" 60 along fold line 125 while wab panel 127 is foldably joined
to anohoring panel 101 along fold line 130,

On the other side of tho blank, web panel designsated
113a corresponds to web panel 113 and fold lines ll4a and 11:°
correspond with fold lines 114 end 115, Likewize wab pancl
1i6a éorr@sponds -with web panel 116 and fold lines 1lle &and
1l8e ocorrespond with f£old lines 117 end 118 respectively. The
web atructurc generally dasigneted at 119 {s identical to that

designated 11%a while web o&truoture gonorgllv deelanated 125
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5-Rel i ef
function i
along fold
along fold

. cgres 65a and 65b and 66a and 66b are formed in top wall

aced3eye| panel 67 is foldably joined to top wall

vel panel 69 is foldably joined to top wall 60

wall 71 is foldably joined to bevel
. 7

is identical to that designated 123a.

For purposes of undarstandinq thc claimcd invention,
it should be understood that bevel panels 67 and 75 are deemed
to constitute 4integral elements of side wall 71 and in 1ike

fashion bevel panel 69 and 77 are desmed to be integral parts
of uide wall 73.

In order to form a completed packaqn using the blank

shown in FIG. 4, a group of six cans arranged in two Tows ot_
three ocans each is assembled and the blank of FIG. 4 is
lowered so that the top wall - 60 overlies the group of cans.
Thereatter the side walls 71 and 73 are folded downwardly to
the positions such as are indlcated in FIG. 8. Ther&azter the
lap pansls 79 and 61 are ;tiqhtoned by ‘suitable machine
elemants which cooperate with ;the tightening apertures 83-88
and the locking tabs 89-92 are driven through the apo:tures
defined by retaining tabs 93-96 respectively.  With the
composite bottom of the carrier thus <formed, the masking
Panels 107 and 11l are manipulated into the positions shown in
FIG., 6 due to the action of the web structures ll3a and ll6a
and the inner ends of the masking panels are overlapped as
shown in FIG., 6. Thus the masking panels serve to overlie thq

price indicia which may be formed on the outer surface of the

can walls so as to'rnndér those indicia ineffective and to

make possible the-uae_of proper pricing indicia applied to an

outer surface of one of the wrapper panels such as lap panels
79 and 81,

60 and

60

This is the replacement sheet

Date: ’ 0 MAR 1997



panel
71 al on

al ong

al ong Imlmmmrnm ,,”ﬁmventlonal tlghtenlsng apertures 83, 84 and 85 are -

panel g'fls eﬁ
|

fold line 80 and | ap panel 81 is foldably joined to bevel panel

[

1. A carton formed from a unitary blank ior
packaging a plurality of canu and comprising a top wall, side
walls foldably 3Joined along their top cdqok reapectively to
opposite side edges of said top wall, a pair of lap panels
foldably joined respectively to the bottom edges of sald side
walls and secured together in overlapping ral&ti_on to form a
composite - bottom wall of the carton, an anchoring pa.n;'l
foldably joined to each end edge of each side wall and folded

into flat face contacting relation with the inner surface of

the anoou'ced_ gide w#ll, a masking panel foldably Jjoined to -

each end edge of each of sald lap panels and arranged with the
inner edges thereof disposed in overlapping relation at each

‘end of the carton, and wéb atructure foldadbly joined along one :

edqe thereof to the adjacent edge of the associated anchoring ,

panel and toldably joined aleng another -edge thereof to the
adjacent end of the assoclated masking panel. !

2. A carton according to claim 1 wherein said web
structure comprises a generally triangular panel éispontd ;n
flat fo.é':é contacting relation with the saszoclated aﬁchorinq

panel.

3. A ocarton acgoording to olaim 2 wherein a

generally :cetwﬁuiar’ panel is foldably joined along ons edge

thereof to an edge of the assoolated t_rianqula:_pmcl and

'iionq & generally parallsl opposite edge thereot to the

adjaccn‘c.end edge of the associated masking panel,

4. A carton &according to claim 2 wherein one edge
of said triangular panel 1is foldably Jjoined to the adjacent

edge of the associated anchoring panel and to the adjaocent end

edge of the associated masking pansl.

5. A ocarton eaccording to claim 2 wherein said

generally rectangular pangl isx diupoaed. satride the adjacent
corner of tho carton and ia engagemsnt with

ePine 72 and side wall 73 is foldably joined to bevel
ine 74. Bevel

75
77

panel 75 is foldably joined to side wall
and bevel panel 77 is foldably joined to side wall
al ong foI d line 78 The lap panel 79 is foldably joined to bevel panel

73

t‘ﬂ\‘ls ?s’;' ?h re&ééeﬁ\%nt shegt
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f<ormed in | ap panel 79 while conventional tightening apertures 86, 87 and
88 are forned in | ap panel 81. Conventional |ocking tabs 89 - 92 are
conventi enal and cooperate with the apertures defined by retaining tabs 93
-* 96. Anchori ng—panets—97Fand-—98are foldably joined to the end edges of

side wall 71 alon and 100 respectively. Simlarly anchoring
panel s 101 and I |H joined to 8ide wall 73 along fold |ines 103
and 104 respect nel 105 is foldably joined to | ap

6. A ocarton according to claim S wherein the
adjacent corner of the assoclated lap panel is cutaway
along & diagonal out line which is in general coincidence
with Ehé_iowc: edge of said generally rectangular panel.
7. .A carton acoording to claim 1 wherein a lower '
edge poxtion'bt said anchoring panel is qcnoéally parallel
with the bottom edge of the associated side wall.

\
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panel 79 along fold |ine 106 and maski ng panel 107 is foldably joined to
| ap panel 79 along fold |line 108. Simlarly masking panel 109 is foldably
joined te lap panel 81 along fold line 110 and maski ng panel 111 is

f'ol dably joined to lap panel 81 along fold |ine 112. Wb structure 113 is
foldably joined to masking panel 105 along fold line 114 and to anchoring

panel 977along fold line 115. Simlarly wgp structure 116 is fol dably
j oi ned to maski ng

CAN CARTON

ABSTRACT OF THE DXSCLOSURE

A cartoxi formed from a unitary klank for psckaging &
plurality of cans includes a top wall, side walls, foldably
joined along thair top. edges x:upcotiinly to oppoaiﬁe_, side
sdges of the top wi.ll, & pair of 1lap panels £foldebly joined
respectively to the bottom od:qu of ‘the side walls and secured
together in overlapping relation ¢to form & compoélto botton
wall of the carton, an anchoring panel foldably joined to each.
end edge of each side wall and folded into flat face
contacting relation with the inner suttgce of the assocliated
side wall, masking structure £o'r; ovoélyiué--tﬁo pricing indicia
applied to individuzl cans, includes a mhking panel foldably
:_lo_ined to each _r'aadhedée of each lap panel and arrangad with
éhé inner edges thereof disposed in overlapping relation
together with web structure foldably joined along one edge
thoreof to the adjacent edge of the assocliated anchoring panel

and toldably Joined along another edge tha:eo! to the adjacent
end of thc aggociated ma:kinq panel.

Fig. 1 !
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panel 109 along fold line 117 and to anchoring panel 101 along fold Iine
12@. Web structure generally designated at 119 includes web panel 120 and
121 which are separated fromeach other by fold line 122. Wb panel 120 is
fo?dably joined to anchoring panel 97 along fold line 123 and web panel 121
is fol dabky joined to top wall 60 along fold |ine 124.

oo e

&
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6, In |ike fashion, web structure generally designated at 125 includes web

panel 126 and 127 which are separated by a fold line 128. Wb panel 126 is
fpl dably *joined to top wall 60 along fold line 129 while web panel 127 is

f ®l dably joined to anchoring panel 101 along fold I|ine 130.

-
-

2/4
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On the other side of the blank, web panel designated 113a corresponds to
web panel 113 and fold lines 114a and 115a correspond with fold lines 114
_and 115.s Li kew se web panel 116a corresponds with web panel 116 and fold
Llnes 117a and 118a correspond with fold Iines 117 and 118 respectively.
The web structure generally designated at 119 is identical to that

desi gnat®ed 119a while web structure generally designated 125 is identical
to that designated 125a.

\ g-- ------_..-3\
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For purposes of understanding the clainmed invention, it should be
Under st ood that bevel panels 67 and 75 are deened to constitute integral

el ementss of side wall 71 and in |ike fashion bevel panel 69 and 77 are
deemed to be integral parts of ‘side wall 73. In order to forma conpl et ed
package using the blank shown in FIG 4, a group of six cans arranged in
two rows” of three cans each i s assenbled and the blank of FIG 4 is |owered

414 -

FiC. 6
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soit-hat®the top wall 60 overlies the group of ¢ ns. Rﬁﬁm@m&i’f $HI
wal I's 71 and 73 are folded downwardly to the podi fiZfas:sigtion: medr.
indicated in FIG 5. Thereafter the |ap panels thifils) ar epaged

BETS ge SC
.to paged .5

e@eﬂazi%i

83-88 and the locking tabs 89-92 are driven thr
by retaining tabs 93-96 respectivel y.CAN WARTONg

carrier thus formed, the masking papeksrdd7 a2pd ]ﬁ,&fﬁ ﬂ%@ﬁiﬁt ______ ‘ SteT,

sui tabl e machi ne el enents which cooperate with tinaf ﬁgﬁ )nga@derrtsnrggge ..... :
2 Ri@acePer: phiieds ﬁpm .....

conposite bottom of t?e

This dinvention relates generally to packaglng a
plurality of primary packages within a secondary package such as
a wrappér type enclosure and is specifically concerned with
masking price indicating indicia which may be applied to
individual primary packages so that correct pricing indicia
applicable to the entire group of primary packages enclosed
within the wrapper and applied to an exterior surface of the
wrapper is effective to indicate correctly the price of the
entire group of primary packages.

' BACKGROUND ART

U.8. patent 4,545,476 issued October 8, 1985 and owned
by the assignee of this invention is concerned with the same
problem with which the present invention is concerned although
the problem is solved according to patent 4,545,476 by mechanism
which rotates individual cubical packages in such a manner as to
prevent undesifed and incorrect pricing of all of the primary
packages within a wrapper due to exposure of pricing indicia on
a single cubical package.

U.S. patent application serial number 530,163 filed
May 29, 1990 and owned by the assignee of this invention
discloses a can carton of the wrapper type wherein the wrapper
is especially formed so as to accommodate packaging of specially
shaped primary packages and which in certain structural features
ig similar to the carton formed according to this invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to this invention in one form, a carton is
formed from a unitary blank for packaging a plurality of cans and
includes a top wall, side walls foldably joined along their top
edges respectively to oppoegite side edges of the top wall, a pair
of lap panels foldably joined respectively to the bottom edges
of said side walls and secured together in overlapping relation
to form a composite bottom wall of the carton, an anchoring panel
foldably joined to each end edge of each side wall and folded
into flat face contacting relation with the inner surface of the
associated side wall, a masking panel foldably joined to each end
edge of each lap panel and arranged with the inner edges thereof
disposed in overlapplng relation at each end of the carton, and
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positi ofis shown in FIG 6 due to the action of the web structures 113a and
116a and the inner ends of the masking panels are overl apped as shown in
FIG 6. Thus the masking panels serve to overlie the price indicia which
may be formed on the outer surface of the_can walls so as to render those
indicia ineffective and to make possible tthe use of proper pricing indicia

appl i ed 0B WHALcEYEE AE61eh0I5° M1AdE YiBRECLRANEESe SHEHADE 3o PRAE S

79 and 81'adja.cent edge of the associated anchoring panel and foldably
joined along another edge thereof to the adjacent end of the
associated masking panel. ‘

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank
formed according to one form of the invention as viewed from the
outside thereof; FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a carton being
formed from the. blank of FIG. 1 during an intermediate folding
stage and with the packaged cans omitted for clarity; FIG. 3 is
a perspective view of one end of the carton formed from the blank
of FIG. 1 after the carton is completely formed and which
eliminates the cans for clarity; FIG. 4 is a plan view of a blank
formed according to another form of this invention and which is
viewed from the outsgside of the blank; FIG. 5 is a view similar
to FIG. 2 but which shows the blank of FIG. 4 during an
Jintermediate stage of package formation and which omits the cans
for clarity; and FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 3 which shows
in.perspecéive one end of a finished carton formed from the blank
of FIG. 4 and which omits the packaged cans for clarity.

BEST MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

With reference primarily to FIG. 1, the numeral 1
designates the carton top wall. A pair of known finger receiving
apertures 2 and 3 are formed in top wall 1 and are normally
closed by tabs 4 and 5 which are foldably joined to top wall 1
along fold lines 6 and 7 respectively.

Side walls 8 and -9 are foldably joined to top wall 1
along interrupted fold lines 10 and 11 respectively. Side wall
8 includes a bevel panel 12 which forms the top portion of side

- wall 8 and which is foldably joined to the lower poftion of side
wall 8 along fold line 13. Cutaway areas 14, 15 and 16 are
formed in bevel panel 12 for receiving the upper portions of
packaged cans in a manner well known in the art.

On the other side of the blank, bevel panel 17 forms
‘the upper portion of side wall 9 and is foldably joined thereto
along fold line 18. Apertures 19, 20 and 21 are formed in bevel
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CLAFMS 1. A carton fornmed fron1é unitary blank for packaging a plurality

‘of cans and conprising a top wall, side walls foldably joined along their
top edges respectively to opposite side edges of said top wall, a pair of
| ap panel s fol dably joined 3

panel 17 and receive the upper portions of packaged cans in a
manner well known in the art. '

Lap panel 22 is foldably joined .to the bottom edge 23
of side wall 8. Retaining tabs 24, 25, 26 and 27 are struck from
lap panel 22 and define apertures for receiving locking tabs
formed in lap panel 28 foldably joined to the bottom edge of side
wall 9 along fold line 29. Tightening apertures 30 and 31 are
formed in lap panel 22 and similar tightening apertures 32 and
33 are formed in lap panel 28. As is well known in the art,
machine elements enter tightening apertures and move in such
manner as to tighten the wrappef about a group of articles to be
packaged after which the carton is locked by driving locking tabs
34-37 through apertures defined by retaining tabs 24-27 so as to
secure the blank about a group of cans.

In accordance with a principal feature of this
invention, pricing indicia which may be formed on the outer
surface of the wall of packaged cans and near the bottom thereof
is rendered ineffective. Such structure includes a masking panel
38 foldably joined to lap panel 22 along fold line 39 together
with masking panel 40 foldably joined to lap panel 22 along fold
line 41.

For manipulating masking panel 38 into its set up
condition, an anchoring panel 42 foldably joined to an end edge
of side wall 8 along fold line 43 is provided together with web
structure 44 foldably joinéd to anchoring panel 42 along fold
line 45 and which in turn is foldably joined to generally
rectangular panel 46 along fold line 47. Rectangular panel 46
is foldably joined to masking panel 38 along fold l1line 48.

For manipulating masking panel 40 in accordance with
a feature of this ‘invention, anchoring panel 49 is foldably
joined to an end edge of side wall 8 along fold line 50 and is
foldably joined to web structure 51 along fold line 52. A
generally rectangular panel 53 is foldably joined to web
structure 51 along fold line 54 and to masking panel 40 along
fold line 55.

The masking structure formed according to this
invention and which is associated with side wall 9 and lap panel

This is the replacément sheet
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‘respectitvely to the bottom edges of said side walls and secured together in
‘overlapping relation to forma conposite bottomwall of the carton, an
anchoring panel foldably joined to each end edge of each side wall and
folded into flat face contacting relation with the inner surface of the
associ ated side wall, a masking panel foléably joined to each end edge of

oo S PP I R it P8 00 4 o Bl
2. Such structure is identified by the same numerals as are

used in connection with side wall 8 and lap panel 22 with the
addition of the suffix "a".

In order to form a package using the blank of FIG. 1,
a group of primary packages such as six cans arranged in two rows
of three cans each is formed and the blank is lowered onto the
group of cans and arranged so that the upper edges of the cans
are disposed within the apertures 19, 20 and 21 and corresponding
apertures 14, 15 and 16 formed on the opposite side of top wall
1. 8Side walls 8 and 9 are then folded downwardly alongside the
group of cans and the anchoring panel 49-is folded into flat face
contacting relation with the inner surface of side wall 8 as
indicated in FIG. 2. Web structure 51, generally rectangular
panel 53 and masking panel 40 occupy the positions shown in Fig.
2 during this intermediate folding stage. Lap panel 28 and
anchoring panel. 49a are folded inwardly as are web structure 51a,
generally rectangular panel 53a and masking panel 40a and are
manipulated into the positions shown in connection with panels
49, 51, 53 and 40 in FIG. 2. When the folding operations are
completed, web structures 51 and 5l1la are disposed in flat face
contacting relation with anchoring panels 49 and 49a. Also the
generally rectangular panels 53 and 53a are disposed astride the
carton corners as shown in FIG. 3 and the inner ends of masking
panels 40 and 40a are overlapped as shown in FIG. 3. This
structure comprising masking panels 40 and 40a is located at the
bottom of the package and thus is disposed so as to overlie and
to isolate any pricing indicia from indicating devices that may -
have been applied to the lower parts of the cylindrical side
walls of the primary packages. Thus appropriate pricing indicia
which reflects the correct price of the entire package may be
applied to the outer surface of lap panel 22 or 28 as may be
desired.

The modification of the invention as shown in FIGS. 4,
5 and 6 includes a top wall 60 in which finger receiving
apertures 61 and 62 are normally closed by tabs 63 and 64 which
are foldably joined to top wall 60 along fold lines 65 and 66.
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fol dabl'y joined al ong one edge thereof to the adjacent edge of the-
associ at ed anchoring panel and fol dably joi ned al ong anot her edge thereof
to the adjacent end of the associated maski ng panel. 2. A carton
according to claim1 wherein said web structure conprises a generally
triangul ar panel disposed in flat face coﬁtactlng relation with the

asooctal cdp2ser B R do oPuCSh Retcel Sl % St Bt e
60 and function in known manner.

Bevel panel €7 is foldably joined to top wall 60 along
fold line 68 and bevel panel 69 is foldably joined to top wall
60 along fold line 70. 8Side wall 71 is foldably joined to bevel
panel 67 along a fold line 72 and side wall 73 is foldably joined
to bevel panel 69 along fold line 74.

Bevel panel 75 is foldably joined to side wall 71 along
fold line 76 and bevel panel 77 is foldably joined to side wall
73 along fold line 78. The lap panel 79 is foldably joined to
bevel panel 75 along fold line 80 and lap panel 81 is foldably
jOlned to bevel panel 77 along fold line 82.

Conventional tightening apertures 83, 84 and 85 are
formed in lap panel 79 while conventional tightening apertures
86, 87 and 88 are formed in lap panel 81. Conventional locking
tabs 89 - 92 are conventional and cooperate with the apertures

. defined b§ retaining tabs 93 - 96. Anchoring panels 97 and 98
are foldaply joined to the end edges of side wall 71 along fold
line 99 and 100 respectively. Similarly anchoring panels 101 and
102 are foldably joined to side wall 73 along fold lines 103 and
104 respectively. Masking panel 105 is foldably joined to lap
panel 79 along fold line 106 and masking panel 107 is foldably
joined to lap panel 79 along fold line 108.

éimilarly masking panel 109 is foldably joined to lap
panel 81 along fold line 110 and masking panel 111 is foldably
joined to lap panel 81 along fold line 112.

Web structure 113 is foldably joined to masking panel
105 along fold line 114 and to anchoring panel 97 along fold line -
115. Similarly web structure 116 is foldably joined to masking
panel 109 along fold line 117 and to anchoring panel 101 along
fold line 118.

Web structure generally designated at 119 includes web
panel 120 and 121 which are separated from each other by fold
line 122. Web panel 120 is foldably joined to anchoring panel
97 along fold line 123 and web panel 121 is foldably joined to
top wall 60 along fold line 124.
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an, edge of the associated triangul ar panel and along a generally parallel
opposite edge thereof to the adjacent end edge of the associ ated nmasking
panel . 4. A carton according to claim2 wherein one edge of said
triangul ar panel is foldably joined to thg adj acent edge of the associ ated
anchoring panel and to the adjacent end edge of the associ ated masking

panel . 5. A cartoRy iiﬁgrQggﬂigﬂ,c$éﬂrgé§dﬁgﬂfg'&eﬁg¥511y designated at

125 includes web panel 126 and 127 which are separated by a fold
line 128. Web panel 126 is foldably joined to top wall 60 along
fold line 129 while web panel 127 is foldablY-joined to anchoring
panel 101 along fold line 130.

On the other side of the blank, web panel designated
113a corresponds to web panel 113 and fold lines 1l4a and 115a
correspond with fold lines 114 and 115. Likewise web panel 116a
corresponds with web panel 116 and fold lines 117a and 118a
cérrespond with fold lines 117 and 118 respectively. The web
structure generally designated at 119 is identical to that
designated 119a while web structure generally designated 125 is
identical to that designated 125a.

For purposes of understanding the claimed invention,
it should be understood that bevel panelg 67 and 75 are deemed
to constitute integral elements of side wall 71 and in like
fashion bevel panel 69 and 77 are deemed to be integral parts of
side wall 73. ‘

In order to form a completed backage using the blank
shown in FIG. 4, a group of six cans arranged in two rows of
three cans each is assembled and the blank of FIG. 4 is lowered
so that the top wall 60 overlies the group of cans. Thereaftér
the side walls 71 and 73 are folded downwardly to the positions
such as are indicated in FIG. 5. Thereafter the lap panels 79
and 81 are tightened by suitable machine elements which cooperate
with the tightening apertures 83-88 and the locking tabs 89-92
are driven through the apertures defined by retaining tabs 93-96
respectively. With the composite bottom of the carrier thus
formed, the masking panels 107 and 111 are manipulated into the
positions shown in FIG. 6 due to the action of the web structures
1i3a and 116a and the inner ends of the masking panels are
overlapped as shown in FIG. 6. Thus the masking panels serve to
overlie the price indicia which may be formed on the outer
surface of the can walls so as to render those indicia
ineffective and to make possible the use of proper pricing
"indicia applied to an outer surface of one of the wrapper panels

such as lap panels 79 and 81.
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genaeral‘l—y—ﬁeet—aﬁgm—ap—panel i's disposed astride the adjacent corner of the
carton a ngagenent wth the side wall of the adjacent can. 6. A
carton aF me PmE 5 wherein the adjacent corner of the associ ated
| ap pane c g a diagonal cut JJine which is in general
coi ncidence wth the Iower edge of said ggneral |y rectangul ar panel .

- CLAIMS

1. A carton formed from a unitary blank for packaging
a plurality of cans and comprising a top wall, side walls
foldably joined along their top edges respectively to opposite
side edges of said top wall, a pair of lap panels foldably joined
respectively to the bottom edges of said side walls and secured
together in overlapping relation to form a composite bottom wall
of the carton, an anchoring panel foldably joined to each end
edge of each side wall and folded into flat face contacting
relation with the inner surface of the associated sgide wall, a
masking panel foldably joined to each end edge of each of said
lap panels and arranged with the inner edges thereof disposed in
overlapping relation at each end of the carton, and web structure
foldably joined along one edge thereof to the adjacent edge of
the associated anchoring panel and foldably joined along another
edge thereof to the adjacent end of the associated masking panel.

2. A carton according to claim 1 wherein said web
structure comprises a gezilerally triangular panel disposed in flat
face contacting relation with the associated anchoring panel.

3. A carton according to claim 2 wherein a generally
rectangular panel is foldably joined along one edge thereof to
an edge of the associated triangular panel and along a generally
parallel opposite edge thereof to the adjacent end edge of the
associated "masking panel.

4. A carton according to claim 2 wherein one edge of
said triangular panel is foldably joined to the adjacent edge of
the associated anchoring panel and to the adjacent end edge of
the associated masking panel.

5. A carton according to c¢laim 3 wherein said
generally rectangular panel is disposed astride the adjacent
corner of the carton and in engagemént with the side wall of the
adjaceﬁt can.

6. A carton according to claim 5 wherein the adjacent
corner of the associated lap panel is cutaway along a diagonal
cut line which is in general coincidence with the lower edge of

said generally rectangular panel.
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8 /. "A carton according to claim1l wherein a | ower edge portion of said
anchoring panel is generally parallel with the bottom edge of the

ws=ect = FNEM MR I o
.* [ L. M S -

7. A carton according to claim 1 wherein a lower edge

8

portion of said anchoring panel is generally parallel with the
bottom edge of the associated side wall.
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CAN CARTON

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A cartor] formed from a unitary blank for pacicaging a
plurality of cans includes a top wall, side walls, foldably
joined along their top edges respectively to opposite side edges
of the top wall, a pair of lap panels foldably joined
respectively to the bottom edges of the side walls and secured
together in overlapping relation to form a composite bottom wall
of the carton, an anchoring panel foldably joined to each end
edge of each side wall and folded into flat face contacting
relation with the inner surface of the associated side wall,
masking structure for overlying the pricing indicia appiied to
individual cans, includes a masking panel foldably joined to each
end edge of each lap panel and arranged with the inner edges
thereof disposed in overlapping relation together with web
structure foldably joined along one edge thereof to the adjacent
edge of the associated -;.nchoring panel and foldably joined along
another 'edge thereof to the adjacent end of the associated

masking panel.

Fig. 1

Triz is the replacement sheet
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