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GAMEPLAY AREA SYSTEM

BACKGROUND
Field
The present disclosure relates to containment systems and playable surfaces,

particularly for cards such as playing cards and dice.

Description of Related Art

In card games, such as Magic: The Gathering or Pokémon, players pit their cards
against one another in games of combat and strategy. Often, players will use a playmat to
place their cards upon. These playmats may allow easier sliding of the cards across its
surface than a surface such as that of a table, and may help protect the cards from anything
that may be on the table at which the players are sitting. For this reason, many playmats
include some type of slidable, cloth top, and some type of rubber bottom to prevent the
playmat from sliding on the surface on which it is placed.

Many times, these games include multiple components in addition to the cards.
Some games use tokens, counters, or dice. Each of these individual components are carried
separately by a user, in addition to the playmat that they also must carry around. In
tournament settings especially, a player might find themselves moving their kit (i.e.,
playmat, deck-boxes, dice-boxes) multiple times in a short duration as they compete
against multiple other people at multiple locations. The solutions provided to facilitate the
transport of all of this gear are minimal at best, and current solutions in the prior art have

problems which will be explored more thoroughly in this disclosure.

SUMMARY
The present disclosure describes systems and techniques for facilitating the
carrying of a general gameplay area system. The system may include separate

subcomponents that are used in conjunction or separately based on the needs of the user.
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In some examples, a gameplay area system comprises a playmat. According to
some examples, the playmat comprises a middle section. The playmat may comprise a first
side section rotatably coupled to the middle section enabling the first side section to fold
over the middle section, the first side section comprising at least one closing magnet. In
some examples, the playmat comprises a second side section rotatably coupled to the
middle section opposite the first side section, enabling the second side section to fold over
the middle section and the first side section. According to some examples, the second side
section comprises at least one mat magnet. The at least one mat magnet may be configured
to magnetically couple to the at least one closing magnet while the first side section is
folded over the middle section and while the second side section is folded over the middle
section and the first side section. In some examples, when the playmat lays in an open
position, the playmat comprises a top surface and a bottom surface opposite the top surface.

According to some examples, the second side section is smaller in width than the
middle section and the first side section.

The gameplay area system may comprise a folding deck box sized to retain at least
one playing card. In some examples, the folding deck box comprises a bottom wall.
According to some examples, the folding deck box comprises a left side wall coupled to
the bottom wall, the left side wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall. The
folding deck box may comprise a right side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the right side
wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, and the right side wall opposite the left
side wall. In some examples, the folding deck box comprises a back wall coupled to the
bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right side wall, the back wall substantially
perpendicular to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right side wall. According to
some examples, the folding deck box comprises at least one back magnet disposed within
the back wall, the at least one back magnet configured to magnetically couple to a
corresponding at least one mat magnet. The folding deck box may comprise a front wall
coupled to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right side wall, the front wall partially
perpendicular to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right side wall, and the front
wall opposite the back wall.

In some examples, the folding deck box comprises a flap. The flap may comprise a

bottom portion rotatably coupled to the back wall. According to some examples, the flap

-



WO 2023/196069 PCT/US2023/014396

comprises a top portion rotatably coupled to the back portion. The flap may comprise a
front portion rotatably coupled to the top portion. In some examples, the flap comprises a
bottom portion rotatably coupled to the front portion opposite the top portion.

According to some examples, the folding deck box comprises at least one flap
magnet disposed within the bottom portion. The folding deck box may comprise at least
one bottom magnet disposed within the bottom wall equal in amount to the at least one flap
magnet, wherein each at least one flap magnet is configured to magnetically couple to a
corresponding at least one bottom magnet.

In some examples, the front portion of the flap comprises a feature selected from
the group consisting of a window, optical translucency, optical transparency, and optical
opacity.

According to some examples, the gameplay area system comprises a two-piece
deck box sized to retain at least one playing card. The two-piece deck box may comprise a
top section. In some examples, the top section comprises a top wall. According to some
examples, the top section comprises a top section front wall coupled to the top wall, the
top section front wall substantially perpendicular to the top wall. The top section may
comprise a top section back wall coupled to the top wall, the back wall substantially
perpendicular to the top wall, wherein the top section back wall is substantially parallel to
the top section front wall. In some examples, the top section comprises a first top section
side wall coupled to the top wall, the top section front wall, and the top section back wall,
the first top section side wall substantially perpendicular to the top wall, the top section
front wall, and the top section back wall. According to some examples, the top section
comprises a second top section side wall coupled to the top wall, the top section front wall,
and the top section back wall, the second top section side wall substantially perpendicular
to the top wall, the top section front wall, and the top section back wall, wherein the second
top section side wall is substantially parallel to the first top section side wall.

At least one top magnet may be disposed within a wall selected from the group
consisting of the top section front wall, the top section back wall, the first top section side
wall, and the second top section side wall. In some examples, the at least one top magnet

is configured to magnetically couple to at least one mat magnet.
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According to some examples, the two-piece deck box comprises a bottom section.
The bottom section may comprise a bottom wall. In some examples, the bottom section
comprises a bottom section front wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom section front
wall substantially perpendicular to the top wall. According to some examples, the bottom
section comprises a bottom section back wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom
section back wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, wherein the bottom
section back wall is substantially parallel to the bottom section front wall. The bottom
section may comprise a first bottom section side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the
bottom section front wall, and the bottom section back wall, the first bottom section side
wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, the bottom section front wall, and the
bottom section back wall. In some examples, the bottom section comprises a second bottom
section side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom section front wall, and the bottom
section back wall, the second bottom section side wall substantially perpendicular to the
bottom wall, the bottom section front wall, and the bottom section back wall, wherein the
second bottom section side wall is substantially parallel to the first bottom section side
wall.

According to some examples, at least one bottom magnet is disposed within a wall
selected from the group consisting of the bottom section front wall, the bottom section back
wall, the first bottom section side wall, and the second bottom section side wall. The at
least one bottom magnet may be configured to magnetically couple to at least one mat
magnet.

In some examples, the top section is configured to detachably couple to the bottom
section. According to some examples, the bottom section front wall further comprises a
bottom section front inset lip. The bottom section back wall may further comprise a bottom
section back inset lip. In some examples, the first bottom section side wall further
comprises a first bottom section side inset lip. According to some examples, the second
bottom section side wall further comprises a second bottom section side inset lip.

The top section front wall may be configured to receive the bottom section front
inset lip. In some examples, the top section back wall is configured to receive the bottom

section back inset lip. According to some examples, the first top section side wall is
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configured to receive the first bottom section inset lip. The second top section side wall
may be configured to receive the second bottom section inset lip.

In some examples, inset lip selected from the group consisting of the bottom section
front inset lip, the bottom section back inset lip, the first bottom section side inset lip, and
the second bottom section side inset lip further comprises a male snap fixture. According
to some examples, a wall selected from the top section front wall, the top section back wall,
the first top section side wall, and the second top section side wall further comprises a
female snap fixture configured to receive the male snap fixture in a corresponding location.

The gameplay area system may comprise a dice-box size to retain at least one die.
In some examples, the dice-box comprises an inner compartment. According to some
examples, the inner compartment comprises an inner bottom wall. The inner compartment
may comprise an inner front wall coupled to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall
substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall. In some examples, the inner
compartment comprises an inner back wall coupled to the inner bottom wall opposite the
inner front wall, the inner back wall substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall.
According to some examples, the inner compartment comprises a first inner side wall
coupled to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall, and the inner back wall, the first
inner side wall substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall,
and the inner back wall. The inner compartment may comprise a second inner side wall
coupled to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall opposite the first inner side wall, and
the inner back wall opposite the first inner side wall, the second inner side wall substantially
perpendicular to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall, and the inner back wall.

In some examples, the dice-box comprises an outer compartment sized to retain the
inner compartment. According to some examples, the outer compartment comprises an
outer bottom wall. The outer bottom wall may comprise at least one outer bottom magnet
disposed within the outer bottom wall, the at least one outer bottom magnet configured to
couple to at least one mat magnet. In some examples, the outer compartment comprises a
first outer side wall coupled to the outer bottom wall and the outer back wall, the first outer
side wall substantially perpendicular to the outer bottom wall and the outer back wall.
According to some examples, the outer compartment comprises a second outer side wall

coupled to the outer bottom wall opposite the first outer side wall and the outer back wall
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opposite the first outer side wall, the second outer side wall substantially perpendicular to
the outer bottom wall and the outer back wall. The outer compartment may comprise an
outer top wall coupled to the outer back wall opposite the outer bottom wall, the first outer
side wall opposite the outer bottom wall, and the second outer side wall opposite the cuter
bottom wall, the outer top wall substantially perpendicular to the outer back wall, the first
outer side wall, and the second outer side wall.

In some examples, the inner bottom wall further comprises at least one inner bottom
magnet configured to magnetically couple to the at least one outer bottom magnet.
According to some examples, the outer top wall further comprises at least one outer top
magnet configured to magnetically couple to at least one mat magnet.

The dice-box may further comprise at least one insert configured to slide into the
inner compartment, the at least one insert configured to divide a space of the inner
compartment into at least two distinct spaces.

In some examples, the bottom surface comprises a rubber-type backer configured
to prevent the playmat from slipping from a surface. According to some examples, the top
surface comprises a cloth-type surface configured to facilitate sliding of an object across
the top surface.

The at least one mat magnet may cover at least a portion of an edge of the second
side section. In some examples, the at least one closing magnet covers at least a portion an
edge of the first side section.

Also included is an additional disclosure for another gameplay area system. In some
examples, the gameplay area system comprises a playmat. According to some examples,
the playmat comprises a first section comprising at least one closing magnet. The playmat
may comprise a second section rotatably coupled to the first section enabling the second
section to fold over the first section, the second section comprising at least one mat magnet.
In some examples, at least one mat magnet is configured to magnetically couple to the at
least one closing magnet while the second section is folded over the first section. According
to some examples, when the playmat lays in an open position, the playmat comprises a top

surface and a bottom surface opposite the top surface.
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The at least one mat magnet may cover at least a portion of an edge of the first
section. In some examples, the at least one closing magnet covers at least a portion of an
edge of the second section.

Also included is another additional disclosure for another gameplay area system. In
some examples, the gameplay area system comprises a playmat. According to some
examples, the playmat comprises a first section. The playmat may comprise a second
section rotatably coupled to the first section enabling the second section to fold with respect
to the first section. In some examples, the playmat comprises a third section rotatably
coupled to the second section enabling the third section to fold with respect to the second
section. According to some examples, the playmat comprises a fourth section rotatably
coupled to the third section enabling the fourth section to fold with respect to the third
section. A section selected from the group consisting of the first section, the second section,
the third section, and the fourth section may comprise at least one closing magnet. In some
examples, a section selected from the group consisting of the first section, the second
section, the third section, and the fourth section comprises at least one mat magnet.
According to some examples, the section comprising the at least one closing magnet and
the section comprising the at least one mat magnet are different. The at least one mat
magnet may be configured to magnetically couple to the at least one closing magnet while
the first section, the second section, the third section, and the fourth section are in a folded
configuration. In some examples, when the playmat lays in an open position, the playmat
comprises a top surface and a bottom surface opposite the top surface.

According to some examples, the at least one mat magnet covers at least a portion
of an edge of the mat section. The at least one closing magnet may cover at least a portion

of an edge of the closing section.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary gameplay area system
including a playmat, a two-piece deck box, and a dice-box.

FIG. 2 illustrates a top view of a playmat, according to some examples.

FIG. 3 illustrates a bottom view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 4A illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 3 being
partially folded.

FIG. 4B illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 4A with the fold
completed.

FIG. 4C illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 4B being
folded further.

FIG. 5A illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 4C with
the fold completed.

FIG. 5B illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. SA.

FIG. 5C shows a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. SA

FIG. 6A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary two-piece deck box in an
open configuration.

FIG. 6B illustrates the perspective view of the exemplary two-piece deck box of
FIG. 6A with playing cards.

FIG. 6C illustrates a back view of the exemplary two-piece deck box of FIG. 6A

FIG. 7A illustrates a perspective view of a two-piece deck box in another open
configuration.

FIG. 7B illustrates the perspective view of the two-piece deck box of FIG. 7A with
playing cards.

FIG. 8A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary two-piece deck box in a
closed configuration.

FIG. 8B illustrates a back view of the exemplary two-piece deck box of FIG. 8A.

FIG. 9 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary two-piece deck box
magnetically coupled to an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 10A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box in a closed

configuration.
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FIG. 10B illustrates a perspective view of another exemplary dice-box in a closed
configuration.

FIG. 11A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box in an open
configuration.

FIG. 11B illustrates the perspective view of the exemplary dice-box of FIG. 11A
with die.

FIG. 11C illustrates a bottom view of the exemplary dice-box of FIG. 11A.

FIG. 12A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box with the inner
compartment magnetically coupled to the outer compartment from the outside.

FIG. 12B illustrates the perspective view of the exemplary dice box of FIG. 12A
with die.

FIG. 13 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box magnetically
coupled to an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 14A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box in a fully
open configuration.

FIG. 14B illustrates the perspective view of the exemplary folding deck box of FIG.
14A with cards.

FIG. 15A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box while in
the process of closing.

FIG. 15B illustrates the perspective view of the exemplary folding deck box of FIG.
15A with cards.

FIG. 16 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box while fully
closed.

FIG. 17A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box with a
bottom portion of a flap decoupled from the folding deck box.

FIG. 17B illustrates a bottom view of the exemplary folding deck box of FIG. 17A
without a flap present.

FIG. 17C illustrates a bottom view of the exemplary folding deck box of FIG. 17A
with the flap coupled to folding deck box.

FIG. 18 illustrates a back view of an exemplary folding deck box.

FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box

9.
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magnetically coupled to an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 20A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 20B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 20A being
partially folded.

FIG. 21A illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 20A with the fold
completed.

FIG. 21B illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG.
20A.

FIG. 22A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 22B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 22A being
partially folded.

FIG. 23 A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 23B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 23 A being
partially folded.

FIG. 24A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 24B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 24A being
partially folded.

FIG. 25A illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 22A, 23A, or 24A
with the fold completed.

FIG. 25B illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG.

22A.

FIG. 25C illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG.
23A.

FIG. 25D illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG.
24A.

FIG. 26A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 26B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 26A being
partially folded.

FIG. 27A illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 26A with the fold
completed.

FIG. 27B illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG.
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26A.

FIG. 28A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat.

FIG. 28B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 28 A being
partially folded.

FIG. 29A illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat of FIG. 28A with the fold
completed.

FIG. 29B illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of FIG.
28A.

Component Index

10 — Gameplay area system
20 — Playmat

20a — Playmat

20b — Playmat

20c — Playmat

20d — Playmat

20e — Playmat

20f — Playmat

20g — Playmat

30 — Two-piece deck box
40 — Dice-box

40a — Dice-box

40b — Dice-box

50 — Folding deck box

60 — Playing card

70 — Dice

202 — Top surface

204 — Cloth-type surface
302 — Bottom surface
304 — Rubber-type backer
306 — Middle section
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308 — First side section

310 — Second side section

312 — At least one closing magnet
314 — At least one mat magnet

602 — Top section

604 — Bottom section

606 — Bottom section front inset lip
608 — Bottom section back inset lip
610 — First bottom section side inset lip
612 — Second bottom section side inset lip
614 —Male snap fixture

616 — Female snap fixture

618 — At least one top magnet

620 — At least one bottom magnet
622 — Arrow

624 — At least one magnet

802 — Top wall

804 — Top section front wall

806 — Top section back wall

808 — First top section side

810 — Second top section side

812 — Bottom wall

814 — Bottom section front wall
816 — Bottom section back wall
818 — First bottom section side wall
820 — Second bottom section side wall
1002 — Inner compartment

1004 — Quter compartment

1006 — Outer bottom wall

1008 — Outer top wall

1010 — First outer side wall
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1012 — Second outer side wall
1014 — At least one outer top magnet
1102 — Inner bottom wall

1104 — Inner front wall

1106 — Inner back wall

1108 — First inner side wall

1110 — Second inner side wall
1112 — At least one outer bottom magnet
1114 — At least one inner bottom magnet
1202 — Insert

1402 — Bottom wall

1404 — Left side wall

1406 — Right side wall

1408 — Back wall

1410 — Front wall

1412 —Flap

1414 — Finger slot

1416 — Front wall window

1502 — Back portion

1504 — Top portion

1506 — Front portion

1508 — Bottom portion

1510 — Front portion window

1702 — At least one bottom magnet
1704 — At least one flap magnet
1802 — Back magnet

2002 — First section

2004 — Second section

2202 — First section
2202a — First section
2202b — First section
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2202c¢ — First section
2204 — Second section
2204a — Second section
2204b — Second section
2204c¢ — Second section
2206 — Third Section
2206a — Third section
2206b — Third section
2206¢ — Third section
2208 — Fourth section
2208a — Fourth section
2208b — Fourth section
2208c¢ — Fourth section
2602 — Middle section
2604 — First side section
2606 — Second side section
2802 — Middle section
2804 — First side section

2806 — Second side section

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Playmats for card games are and have been for quite some time, essentially large
mousepads. These playmats in the prior art tend to have neoprene backers and polyester
top surfaces and are transported or stored through rolling the mat up and either carrying it
as is, or placing the rolled up playmat into a tube. This is cumbersome and makes it difficult
when players need to move frequently between tables, such as in a tournament-type setting.
Variations in the appearance of the playmat, such as through licensed artwork, are common
in the playmat field, but no great improvements have been made to the structure of the
playmat itself.

Throughout the disclosure, multiple variations of magnets are shown and presented.

It is understood that, as long as one magnet is present, other materials with magnetic
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properties, such as steel, may be used. For instance, in some examples, the playmat 20 is
shown and described as having at least one mat magnet 314, and the two-piece deck box is
shown and described as having at least one magnet 624. If the at least one magnet 624 were
replaced with similarly sized pieces of steel, the invention described herein would remain
fully functional. It is additionally understood, however, that every magnet that is replaced
with a different material that simply has magnetic characteristics will create a weaker
magnetic coupling than using magnets throughout the invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary gameplay area system 10,
including a playmat 20, a two-piece deck box 30, and a dice-box 40. The playmat 20 is
described in greater detail in FIGS. 2, 3, 4A, 4B, 4C, 5A, 5B, 20A, 20B, 21, 22A, 22B,
23A, 23B, 24A, 24B, and 25. The two-piece deck box 30 is described in greater detail in
FIGS. 6, 7, 8A, 8B, and 9. The dice-box 40 is described in greater detail in FIGS. 10A,
10B, 11A, 11B, 12, and 13. While not shown in FIG. 1, a folding deck box 50 may also be
included in the gameplay areas system 10. The folding deck box is described in greater
detail in FIGS. 14A, 14B, 15A, 15B, 16, 17A, 17B, 18, and 19.

Generally, the gameplay area system 10 features multiple magnets disposed
through the independent elements of the playmat 20, the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-
box 40, and the folding deck box 50. These magnets allow for modular construction and
coupling of each of these independent elements to one another. As such, when the
gameplay area system 10 is placed together so that all elements are magnetically coupled
to at least one other element, the entire gameplay area system 10 may easily be transported
between locations while mitigating the risk of any of the independent elements falling or
being left behind accidentally.

FIG. 2 illustrates a top view of an exemplary playmat 20. As can be seen in this
front view, the playmat includes a top surface 202 when laid out flat. This top surface 202
may comprise a cloth-type surface 204. This cloth-type surface 204 facilitates the sliding
of cards across the surface.

Exemplary dimensions for an open playmat 20 include a width of about 610
millimeters and a height of about 350 millimeters. Some games require larger play surfaces,
so larger variants may be included without adjusting the height. An example of such a

variant, perhaps called a “wide” or an “XL” playmat 20, includes a width of about 800
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millimeters and a height of about 350 millimeters.

Additionally, there is the potential for playmats 20 capable of being played upon
by more than one person at a time. A “two-player” playmat 20 may include a width of
about 610 millimeters (similar to the exemplary standard playmat 20 described above) and
a height of somewhere between about 610 millimeters and about 750 millimeters. This
height may allow multiple players to play at the same time without interfering with one
another.

It is understood throughout this disclosure that any playmat 20 disclosed may have
any of these dimensions, or any dimensions not specifically detailed above, without
affecting the performance of the playmat 20.

FIG. 3 illustrates a bottom view of an exemplary playmat 20a having a three-
paneled construction. The back view shows the bottom surface 302, as it may appear when
the playmat 20a is laid flat. The bottom surface 302 may comprise a rubber-type surface
304. This rubber-type surface 304 helps to prevent slipping of the playmat 20a while in
use.

The three panels of the playmat 20a can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This
is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects
between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The three panels of playmat
20a may include a middle section 306, a first side section 308 that is adjacent to the middle
section 306, and a second side section 310 that is adjacent to the middle section 306 along
the edge opposite that of the first side section 308.

The first side section 308 may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the closing magnets 312 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of first side section 308. Similarly, the second side section 310
may include at least one mat magnet 3 14 within its construction, again presented as hidden
lines to indicate the mat magnets 314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of second
side section 310. Eight closing magnets 312, as well as eight mat magnets 314 are shown
in FIG. 3, as well as FIGS. 4A-5B. However, the number of magnets present does not need
to be exactly eight, nor does the number of closing magnets 312 need to match the number
of mat magnets 314. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple components

of the gameplay area system 10 to one another may be provided. This may be as few as
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one magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably fit within the first side section
308 and the second side section 310 without interfering with one another. While not shown,
in some examples magnetic strips may be present instead of or in addition to individual
magnets.

As will be described later in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the at
least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20a, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two, and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as
could reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20a may be included.

Additionally, while the second side section 310 is illustrated as shorter in width
than the middle section 306 and the first side section 308, this is not strictly necessary. Nor
is the fact that the middle section 306 and the first side section 308 are shown as
approximately equal in width. The sizes of each panel may vary, so long as the playmat
20a may still close upon itself. For example, the dimensions of the first side section 308
and the second side section 310 may be reversed or varied

FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C illustrate the exemplary playmat 20a being folded for storage
or transport. FIGS. 4A and 4C show perspective views, and FIG. 4B shows a top view.
These views are all shown from the top surface 202, with the delineations of separate panels
(i.e., the middle section 306, the first side section 308, and the second side section 310)
still drawn to facilitate visualization of the folding process.

FIG. 4A shows first side section 308 being folded over the middle section 306. The
first side section 308 and the second side section 310 are hingably coupled to the middle
section 306. This may be accomplished through the inherent flexibility of the material
covering each of these sections, or via mechanical means, such as actual hinges.

FIG. 4B shows the playmat 20a after the first side section 308 has completed its
fold over the middle section 306. As can be seen in this view, the at least one closing
magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314 are adjacent to each other while in this

position. While not shown, the area between the second side section 310 and the middle

-17-



WO 2023/196069 PCT/US2023/014396

section 306 (or first side section 308 in this figure) may be larger than the previously shown
areas between the middle section 306 and the first side section 308. This is to compensate
for the now greater thickness represented by the stack of the first side section 308 and the
middle section 306 when the second side section 310 is to fold over top of these panels (in
FIG. 4C). FIG. 4C illustrates second side section 310 being folded over the first side section
308 (and the middle section 306 which is now underneath the first side section 308).

FIG. 5A illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat 20a of FIGS. 4A-
4C with the fold completed, and FIG. 5B illustrates a top view of the same. As described
previously, the at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314 are
aligned, and in the fully closed position, they secure the second side section 310 to the first
side section 308. This may prevent the playmat 20a from opening without outside
influence. This also permits magnets that will be described in further figures to
magnetically couple to the second side section 310 via the at least one mat magnets 314
(such as those present in the two-piece deck box 30, dice-box 40, and folding deck box 50).
FIG. 5C illustrates a cross-sectional view of the playmat 20a while it is in a closed
configuration, showing the at least one mat magnet 314 and the at least one closing magnet
312 closely adjacent to one another. The thicknesses of the middle section 306, the first
side section 308, and the second side section 310 are exaggerated for the purposes of
illustrating the playmat 20a in its folded configuration.

Conventional two-piece deck boxes generally come in one of two form factors — a
straight horizontal cut or a diagonal cut. The straight horizontal cut requires a user to open
the deck box by applying force directly upward, while the diagonal cut allows a user to
apply leverage to facilitate the opening of the deck box. The diagonal cut has the
disadvantage of more easily opening accidentally, such as after being dropped. The figures
and descriptions herein describe an asymmetrical chevron cut, which combines the benefits
of the horizontal cut and the diagonal cut, while mitigating the deficits. It is understood,
however, that any type of cut may work with the present disclosure.

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate a perspective view of an exemplary two-piece deck box
30 in an open configuration. According to FIG. 6A, two-piece deck box 30 includes a top
section 602 and a bottom section 604. An arrow 622 shows the direction of travel when the

top section 602 is lowered onto the bottom section 604 to close the two-piece deck box 30.
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It is understood that this motion may be reversed, and the bottom section 604 may be raised
into the top section 602 to close the two-piece deck box 30. FIG. 6B shows the two-piece
deck box 30 of FIG. 6A with playing cards 60 present.

The bottom section 604 may include a peripheral inset lip, including a bottom
section front inset lip 606, a bottom section back inset lip 608, a first bottom section side
inset lip 610, and a second bottom section side inset lip 612. This peripheral inset lip may
be configured to slide into the opening at the bottom of the top section 602.

The first bottom section side inset lip 610 describes two male snap fixtures 614.
Similarly, on the first top section side 808 (FIGS 8A and 8B) two female snap fixtures 616
may be present, shown as hidden lines to indicate that these female snap fixtures 616 are
present on the interior of this first top section side 808. When the peripheral inset lip is
inserted into the opening at the bottom of the top section 602, the male snap fixtures 614
may engage with the female snap fixtures 616 to prevent the top section 602 and the bottom
section 604 from decoupling without outside influence.

While the male snap fixtures 614 are shown on the first bottom section side inset
lip 610, it is understood that these male snap fixtures 614 may be present on any portion of
the peripheral inset lip, including the bottom section front inset lip 606, the bottom section
back inset lip 608, the second bottom section side inset lip 612, or any combination thereof.
Also, while only two male snap fixtures 614 are shown in FIG. 64, it is understood that as
few as one male snap fixture 614 and up to as many male snap fixtures 614 as are desired
and as may fit along the peripheral inset lip may be present in two-piece deck box 30.

Similarly, while the female snap fixtures 616 are shown on the first top section side
808, it is understood that these female snap fixtures 616 may be present on any portion of
the lower part of the top section 602, including the top section front wall 804, the top
section back wall 806, the second top section side 810 (FIGS. 8A and 8B), or any
combination thereof. Also, while only two female snap fixtures 616 are shown in FIG. 6A,
it is understood that as few as one female snap fixture 616 and up to as many female snap
fixtures 616 as are desired and as may fit along the bottom perimeter of the top section 602
may be present in two-piece deck box 30.

While it is likely that a user would desire the same number of male snap fixtures

614 as female snap fixtures 616, this is not strictly necessary, and variations between the
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numbers of male snap fixtures 614 and female snap fixtures 616 may exist. Also, while
male snap fixtures 614 are described as being present on the bottom section 604, and female
snap fixtures 616 are described as being present on the top section 602, these snap fixtures
may be swapped, meaning that the female snap fixtures could be present on the bottom
section 604 and the male snap fixtures 614 could be present on the top section 602. The
entire disclosure as pertaining to FIG. 6A also applies to this switched snap fixture
placement example.

FIG. 6C illustrates a back view of the exemplary two-piece deck box 30 of FIG. 6A
as it may be seen in an open position. Once again, arrows 622 show the direction of travel
when the top section 602 is lowered onto the bottom section 604 to close the two-piece
deck box 30. It is understood that this motion may be reversed, and the bottom section 604
may be raised into the top section 602 to close the two-piece deck box 30.

As can be seen in FIG. 6C, at least one top magnet 618 may be present along the
top section back wall 806 (FIG. 8B). The at least one top magnet 618 is shown as hidden
lines to indicate that the at least one top magnet 618 is integral to, or disposed within, the
top section back wall 806. While two top magnets 618 are shown, as few as one top magnet
618 and up to as many top magnets 618 as desired by the user and as may fit on the surface
of the top section 602 may be present. Additionally, while the at least one top magnet 618
is shown as on the top section back wall 806, this placement is not strictly necessary, and
the at least one top magnet 618 may be present on the top wall 802, the top section front
wall 804, the first top section side 808, the second top section side 810 (FIGS. 8A and 8B),
or any combination thereof as desired by the user.

Similarly, at least one bottom magnet 620 may be present along the bottom section
back wall 816. The at least one bottom magnet 620 is shown as hidden lines to indicate that
the at least one bottom magnet 620 is integral to, or disposed within, the bottom portion
1508. While two bottom magnets 620 are shown, as few as one bottom magnet 620 and up
to as many bottom magnets 620 as desired by the user and as may fit on the surface of the
bottom section 604 may be present. Additionally, while the at least one bottom magnet 620
is shown as on the bottom section back wall 816, this placement is not strictly necessary,
and the at least one bottom magnet 620 may be present on the bottom wall 812, the bottom

section front wall 814, the first bottom section side 818, the second bottom section side
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820 (FIGS. 8A and 8B), or any combination thereof as desired by the user. While the at
least one top magnet 618 and the at least one bottom magnet 620 are shown as equal in
number, this is also not strictly necessary, and variations may be used as desired by the
user. While not shown, in some examples magnetic strips may be present instead of or in
addition to individual magnets.

Traditional two-piece deck boxes, while in an open configuration, result in two
separate components to keep track of. As shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, at least one magnet
624 may be present on the top section 602 and the bottom section 604. The at least one
magnet 624 may be used to attach the two-piece deck box 30 to a playmat 20, but, as shown,
may also magnetically couple the top section 602 to the bottom section 604, allowing the
two-piece deck box to sit more neatly while in this open configuration.

FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate a profile view of the two-piece deck box 30 in an open
configuration. The top section 602 and the bottom section 604 may be placed such that the
top section back wall 806 and the bottom section back wall 816 (FIGS. 8A and 8B) are
adjacent one another. In some configurations of magnets, the at least one top magnet 618
and at least one bottom magnet 620 may interact with each other to hold the top section
602 and the bottom section 604 together while in this open configuration. This is shown as
hidden lines illustrating at least one magnet 624 as they may be positioned when the two-
piece deck box 30 is in this configuration. FIG. 7B shows the two-piece deck box of FIG.
7A with playing cards 60 inside both the top section 602 and the bottom section 604. The
two-piece deck box 30 is sized such that playing cards may be kept in either portion while
in an open configuration. The at least one top magnet 618 and the at least one bottom
magnet 620 may also interact with the at least one mat magnet 314, as shown and described
in FIG. 9.

The at least one magnet 624 may also be used to magnetically couple one two-piece
deck box 30 to an additional two-piece deck box 30. It is common in the playing card field
to have “duel decks” which are designed to be played against one another. The at least one
magnet 624 allows these two two-piece deck boxes to remain neatly coupled together.

FIG. 8A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary two-piece deck box in a
closed configuration and FIG. 8B illustrates a back view of the same. As can be seen from

these figures, the top section 602 may comprise a top wall 802, a top section front wall 804
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extending substantially perpendicular to the top wall 802, and a top section back wall 806
extending substantially perpendicular to the top wall 802 along an edge opposite that of the
top section front wall 804. The top section 602 also may include a first top section side 808
extending substantially perpendicular to the top wall 802, the top section front wall 804,
and the top section back wall 806. The first top section side 808 may close the space created
between the top section front wall 804 and the top section back wall 806 on the side where
it resides. Additionally, the top section 602 may include a second top section side 810
extending substantially perpendicular to the top wall 802, the top section front wall 804,
and the top section back wall 806. The second top section side 810 may close the space
created between the top section front wall 804 and the top section back wall 806 on the
side where it resides. These five walls create a cavity into which items, such as playing
cards, may be placed.

Also shown in these figures is a bottom section 604 which may include a bottom
wall 812, a bottom section front wall 814 extending substantially perpendicular to the
bottom wall 812, and a bottom section back wall 816 extending substantially perpendicular
to the bottom wall 812 along an edge opposite that of the bottom section front wall 814,
The bottom section 604 may also include a first bottom section side 818 extending
substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall 812, the bottom section front wall 814, and
the bottom section back wall 816. The first bottom section side 818 may close the space
created between the bottom section front wall 814 and the bottom section back wall 816
on the side where it resides. Additionally, the bottom section 604 may include a second
bottom section side 820 extending substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall 812, the
bottom section front wall 814, and the bottom section back wall 816. The second bottom
section side 820 may close the space created between the bottom section front wall 814
and the bottom section back wall 816 on the side where it resides. These five walls create
a cavity into which items, such as playing cards, may be placed.

When the top section 602 is lowered onto the bottom section 604, as shown in both
FIGS. 8A and 8B, the two-piece deck box 30 creates a fully enclosed container for storing
or transporting items, such as playing cards. The container does not need to be fully
enclosed, as windows or cutouts for design purposes may be included without affecting the

purpose or capabilities of the two-piece deck box 30.
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In both FIGS. 6C and 8B, while the at least one top magnet 618 and the at least one
bottom magnet 620 are shown as integral to or disposed within the top section back wall
806 and the bottom section back wall 816, respectively, this is not strictly necessary. The
magnets may also be present on the surface of the top section back wall 806 and the bottom
section back wall 816 without affecting the functionality of the two-piece deck box 30.

The top section front wall 804 may be thinner than other walls of the two-piece
deck box 20, and/or glossy as opposed to traditional matte. This can create a window,
allowing a user to view cards within the two-piece deck box 30 to more quickly identify
the card deck within.

FIG. 9 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary two-piece deck box 30
magnetically coupled to an exemplary playmat 20, creating a two-component gameplay
area system 10. As can be seen in FIG. 9, the playmat 20 includes two distinct docking
areas. The bottom docking area is exposed, showing hidden circles indicating included mat
magnets 314 within the playmat 20. The other docking area is covered by the two-piece
deck box 30, where the at least one top magnet 618 and the at least one bottom magnet 620
are magnetically coupled to the mat magnets 314 in this location. This facilitates the
transport of both the playmat 20 and the two-piece deck box 30, while still leaving room
for additional components to dock to the playmat 20. As discussed previously, the inclusion
of only two distinct docking areas is not intended to be limiting, and any number of distinct
docking areas as can fit on the playmat 20 may be present in the gameplay area system 10.

Typically, separate dice-boxes are not a part of a standard system for carrying
components of a card game. More deluxe deck boxes will sometimes include a
compartment meant for dice, but these compartments vary in size and are thus not
necessarily interchangeable between different deck boxes. This can create difficulty in
ensuring that a player has all the components needed for the specific game they are trying
to play, unless they create a specific deck box with the dice they need for each game they
play. The present disclosure solves this problem by isolating the dice to a dice-box 20
which is independent from, and capable of magnetically coupling to, any of the other
components of the gameplay area system 10.

FIG. 10A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box 40a in a closed

configuration. As shown, the dice-box 40a may include an inner compartment 1002 that is
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slidably coupled, or slidably engages an outer compartment 1004. The outer compartment
1004 may be a hollow rectangular, or approximately rectangular, prism. The walls of this
outer compartment 1004 as shown include an outer bottom wall 1006 and an outer top wall
1008 opposite from and substantially parallel to the outer bottom wall 1006.

The outer compartment 1004 may include a first outer side wall 1010 extending
substantially perpendicular to the outer bottom wall 1006 and the outer top wall 1008. The
first outer side wall 1010 may couple to and close the spaces that exist between the outer
bottom wall 1006 and the outer top wall 1008. The outer compartment 1004 may also
include a second outer side wall 1012 extending substantially perpendicular to the outer
bottom wall 1006 and the outer top wall 1008, the second outer side wall 1012 opposite of,
and substantially parallel to, the first outer side wall 1010. The second outer side wall 1012
may couple to and close the spaces that exist between the outer bottom wall 1006 and the
outer top wall 1008. The outer compartment 1004 may be sized so as to receive the inner
compartment 1002.

FIG. 10B illustrates a perspective view of another exemplary dice-box 40b in a
closed configuration. The dice-box 40b is much the same as the dice-box 40a of FIG. 10A,
including an inner compartment 1002 that may slidably couple to or slidably engage an
outer compartment 1004. However, the dice-box 40b includes at least one outer top magnet
1014 integral to the outer top wall 1008. The at least one outer top magnet 1014 may couple
to an at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 as shown in FIGS. 11C, 12A, and 12B. The at
least one outer top magnet 1014 may also couple to the at least one mat magnet 314 as
shown in FIG. 13.

While the at least one outer top magnet 1014 is shown as integral to or disposed
within the outer top wall 1008, this is not strictly necessary. The outer top magnets 1014
may also be present on the surface of the outer top wall 1008 without affecting the
functionality of the dice-box 40b.

Four outer top magnets 1014 are shown in FIG. 10B. However, the number of outer
top magnets 1014 does not need to be exactly four. Any number of magnets sufficient to
magnetically couple the inner compartment 1002 to the outer compartment 1004 (as shown
in FIGS. 12A and 12B), or the outer compartment 1004 to a playing mat 20 may be present.

This may be as few as one outer top magnet 1014, and up to as many outer top magnets
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1014 as may reasonably fit on the outer top wall 1008. While not shown, in some examples
magnetic strips may be present instead of or in addition to individual magnets.

In example dice-boxes 40b having at least one outer top magnet 1014, the at least
one outer bottom magnet 1112 (as described in FIG. 11C) may magnetically couple or
magnetically engage the at least one outer top magnet 1014 in order to stack multiple dice-
boxes 40. Note that a dice-box 40a as described in FIG. 10A may magnetically couple to a
dice-box 40b as described in FIG. 10B. Dice-box 40a as described in FIG. 10B may also
magnetically couple to another dice-box 40b.

FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box 40 in an
open configuration. Stated another way, FIG. 11A shows the exemplary dice-box 40 with
the inner compartment 1002 disengaged from the outer compartment 1004 allowing for a
better look at the inner compartment 1002. The dice-box 40 may be either of the dice-box
40a from FIG. 10A and the dice-box 40b of FIG. 10B.

The inner compartment 1002 may include an inner bottom wall 1102. The inner
front wall 1104 and the inner back wall 1106 may be substantially perpendicular to the
inner bottom wall 1102.

The inner compartment 1002 may also include a first inner side wall 1108 that
extends substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall 1102, the inner front wall
1104, and the inner back wall 1106. The first inner side wall 1108 may couple to and close
the spaces that exist between the inner front wall 1104 and the inner back wall 1106. The
inner compartment 1002 may also include a second inner side wall 1110 that extends
substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall 1102, the inner front wall 1104, and
the inner back wall 1106. The second inner side wall 1110 may be opposite of and
substantially parallel to the first inner side wall 1108. The second inner side wall 1110 may
couple to and close the spaces that exist between the inner front wall 1104 and the inner
back wall 1106.

As shown in hidden lines, the outer bottom wall 1006 may include at least one outer
bottom magnet 1112. This is the case in any dice-box 40, including dice-box 40a of FIG.
10A and dice-box 40b of FIG. 10B. Also shown in FIG. 11A is hidden lines depicting at
least one inner bottom magnet 1114 along the inner bottom wall 1102. When the inner

compartment 1002 is slidably engaged with the outer compartment 1004, the at least one
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inner bottom magnet 1114 may engage with the at least one outer bottom magnet 1112 to
keep the inner compartment 1002 substantially in place with the outer compartment 1004,
As will be explored in FIG. 13, either the at least one outer bottom magnet 1112 and/or the
at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 may magnetically engage with the playmat 20.

The inner compartment 1002 as shown forms an open top box that may receive an
object or objects, such as die 70. FIG. 11B shows the dice-box 40 of FIG. 11A with some
die 70 inside of the inner compartment 1002. The inner compartment 1002 may be sized
s0 as to be insertable into the outer compartment 1004. Arrows 622 are provided to show
the direction of travel when the inner compartment 1002 is inserted into the outer
compartment 1004. It is understood that, as the outer compartment 1004 does not have a
wall on either side where the inner compartment 1002 is inserted, the motion of travel may
come from either side of the outer compartment 1004. It is also understood that the motion
of travel may be reversed to remove the inner compartment 1002 from the outer
compartment 1004,

FIG. 11C illustrates a bottom view of the exemplary dice-box of FIG. 11A. As
shown, the inner compartment 1002 includes at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 in its
inner bottom wall 1102. The at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 is shown as hidden
lines to indicate that the at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 is integral to, or disposed
within, the inner bottom wall 1102. Similarly, the outer compartment 1004, as shown,
includes at least one outer bottom magnet 1112 in its outer bottom wall 1006. The at least
one outer bottom magnet 1112 is shown as hidden lines to indicate that the at least one
outer bottom magnet 1112 is integral to, or disposed within, the outer bottom wall 1006.

While the dice-box is closed, the at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 may
magnetically couple to the at least one outer bottom magnet 1112. This may prevent the
inner compartment 1002 from moving with respect to the outer compartment 1004, to
facilitate the transport of objects within the dice-box 40 while mitigating the risk of
anything falling out. The at least one outer bottom magnet 1112 may magnetically couple
the dice-box 40 to a playing mat 20, as shown in FIG. 13. While not shown, the at least one
inner bottom magnet 1114, which resides in a similar position as the at least one outer
bottom magnet 1112, may also magnetically couple the inner compartment 1002 of the

dice-box 40 to the playing mat 20.
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While the at least one outer bottom magnet 1112, and the at least one inner bottom
magnet 1114 are described as integral to or disposed within the outer bottom wall 1006 and
the inner bottom wall 1102, respectively, this is not strictly necessary. The magnets may
also be present on the surface of the outer bottom wall 1006 and the inner bottom wall 1102
without affecting the functionality of the dice-box 40.

Four outer bottom magnets 1112, as well as four inner bottom magnets 1114 are
shown in FIG. 11C. However, the number of magnets present does not need to be exactly
four, nor does the number of outer bottom magnets 1112 need to match the number of inner
bottom magnets 1114. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple the inner
compartment 1002 to the outer compartment 1004, or the outer compartment 1004 to a
playing mat 20, or the inner compartment 1002 to a playing mat 20, may be provided based
on the needs of the user. This may be as few as one magnet, and up to as many magnets as
may reasonably fit on the outer bottom wall 1006 and the inner bottom wall 1102. While
not shown, in some examples magnetic strips may be present instead of or in addition to
individual magnets.

Any of the magnets described herein, including the at least one outer top magnet
1014, the at least one outer bottom magnet 1112, and the at least one inner bottom magnet
1114 may magnetically couple to magnets present on an additional dice-box 40, or the two-
piece deck box 30 or folding deck box 50. In examples where the dice-box 40 includes at
least one outer top magnet 1014 and at least one outer bottom magnet 1112, an additional
dice-box 40, a two-piece deck box 30, and/or a folding deck box 50 may be present on
either side of the dice-box 40, allowing for easier carrying of multiple components.
Additionally, in these examples where the dice-box 40 includes at least one outer top
magnet 1014 and at least one outer bottom magnet 1112, the dice-box 40 may magnetically
couple to the playmat 20, while permitting another dice-box 40, two-piece deck box 30, or
folding deck box 50 to magnetically couple to the opposing side of the dice-box 40.

FIG. 12A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box 40 with the inner
compartment 1002 magnetically coupled to the outer compartment 1004 from the outside.
The dice-box 40 may be either of the dice-box 40a from FIG. 10A and the dice-box 40b of
FIG. 10B.

The at least one inner bottom magnet 1114 may interact with the at least one outer
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bottom magnet 1112 from the outside surface, allowing access to the contents of the inner
compartment 1002. In examples including at least one top outer magnet 1014, the at least
one inner bottom magnet 1114 may couple to the at least one top outer magnet 1014 from
the outside surface. While not shown, it is understood that the at least one inner bottom
magnet 1114 may also couple to the at least one outer bottom magnet from the outside
surface, thus forming the configuration shown in FIGS. 12A and 12B without the presence
of at least one top outer magnet. FIG. 12B illustrates the perspective view of the exemplary
dice-box 40 of FIG. 12A with die 70.

In both FIG. 12A and 12B, an insert 1202 is present. The insert 1202 may allow a
user to compartmentalize the dice-box 40. As shown in FIG. 12B, the insert 1202 may be
used to separate different types of dice 70.

FIG. 13 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary dice-box 40 magnetically
coupled to an exemplary playmat 20, creating a two-component gameplay area system 10.
As can be seen in FIG. 13, the playmat 20 includes two distinct docking areas. The bottom
docking area is exposed, showing hidden circles indicating included mat magnets 314
within the playmat 20. The other docking area is covered by the dice-box 40, where either
the at least one outer top magnet 1014 or the at least one outer bottom magnet 1112 are
magnetically coupled to the mat magnets 314 in this location. This facilitates the transport
of both the playmat 20 and the dice-box 40, while still leaving room for additional
components to dock to the playmat 20. As discussed previously, the inclusion of only two
distinct docking areas is not intended to be limiting, and any number of distinct docking
areas as can fit on the playmat 20 may be present in the gameplay area system 10.

Folding deck boxes in the prior art include a magnetic closure along the front face
of the deck box. This means that the magnets are providing retention against a shear force
to keep the deck box closed. Some prior art solutions include a mechanical cleat feature to
assist the magnets in keeping the deck box closed. The present invention places the magnets
at the bottom of the folding deck box 50, which allows magnetic retention through tensile
force rather than shear, and thus mitigate the risk of the folding deck box 50 opening during
incidental impact, such as being dropped. Additionally, the cover may be inset into a
molded shell so that, during an impact, the forces are applied to shell, preventing any shock

from traveling into the cover or magnets. Folding deck boxes in the prior art have covers
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that lay proud so that they rest on the top lip of the folding deck box walls. This forces the
cover to bear the brunt of an impact if the landing occurs in that region, which will often
cause the deck box to unintentionally open.

FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box
50 in a fully open configuration. FIG. 14A describes an empty folding deck box 50, and
FIG. 14B describes a folding deck box 50 containing playing cards 60. As is shown in
FIGS. 14A and 14B, the folding deck box 50 may include a bottom wall 1402. A left side
wall 1404 may extend substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall 1402. A right side
wall 1406 may extend substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall 1402 as well, and the
right side wall 1406 may couple to the bottom wall 1402 along an edge opposite that of the
left side wall 1404.

The folding deck box 50 may include a back wall 1408 extending substantially
perpendicular to the bottom wall 1402, the left side wall 1404, and the right side wall 1406.
The back wall 1408 may couple to and close the spaces that exist between the left side wall
1404 and the right side wall 1406. The folding deck box 50 may also include a front wall
1410 extending substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall 1402, the left side wall 1404,
and the right side wall 1406. The front wall 1410 may couple to the bottom wall 1402 along
an edge opposite that of the back wall 1408. The front wall 1410 may couple to and close
the spaces that exist between the left side wall 1404 and the right side wall 1406.

In some examples, the folding deck box 50 includes a flap 1412. When the flap
1412 is folded away from the folding deck box 50 (i.e., not covering the folding deck box
50), it may reside behind the back wall 1408. In this configuration, the at least one flap
magnet 1704 may magnetically couple the flap 1412 to the at least one back magnet 1802
in order to keep the flap 1412 out of the way, but still close to the folding deck box 50,
permitting a smaller footprint while in its open configuration. The flap 1412 is described
in greater detail in FIGS. 15A, 15B, and 17A.

According to some examples, the back wall 1408 includes a finger slot 1414. The
finger slot 1414 may be viewed as a small cutout from the top of the back wall 1408,
approximately in the middle of the back wall 1408, although this placement is not strictly
necessary. This finger slot 1414 may facilitate a user’s ability to retrieve playing cards 60

(as seen in FIG. 14B) from the folding deck box 50. The finger slot 1414 may be sized so
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as to accept the digit size of the majority of users.

Folding deck boxes in the prior art generally use opaque covers, relying on exterior
art for identification of the card deck contained within the folding deck box. According to
the present disclosure, a solution to this problem includes the front wall 1410 comprising
a front wall window 1416 through which the front playing card 60 may be viewed. This is
beneficial as it allows the user to view the front-most playing card 60 without having to
open the folding deck box 50 or rely on exterior artwork. This front wall window 1416
may also be useful in showing off a playing card 60 that the user would like to promote to
others in the vicinity while the folding deck box 50 is in a close configuration. The front
wall window 1416 may be viewed as a rectangular cutout from the front wall 1410, much
larger in size than the finger slot 1414 as described previously. The front wall window 1416
may allow a user to view the artwork on their playing cards 60, or at least the forwardmost
playing card 60 within the folding deck box 50, without removing the playing card 60 from
the folding deck box 50. An example of how the artwork of a playing card 60 may line up
with the front wall window 1416 may be seen in FIG. 14A. The front wall window 1416
may also be sized and positioned to line up with a front portion window 1510 in the flap
1412 (see FIGS. 15A, 15B, 16, and 17A).

FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box
while in the process of closing. FIG. 15A describes an empty folding deck box 50, and
FIG. 15B describes a folding deck box 50 containing playing cards 60. The walls of the
folding deck box 50 are the same as those described in FIGS. 14A and 14B, but FIGS. 15A
and 15B show the flap 1412 in greater detail.

In some examples, the flap 1412 includes back portion 1502 rotatably coupled to
the outside of the back wall 1408. The back portion 1502 may rotate about the line of
coupling between the back portion 1502 and the back wall 1408. According to some
examples, the flap 1412 includes a top portion 1504 rotatably coupled to the back portion
1502. The top portion 1504 may rotate about the line of coupling between the top portion
1504 and the back portion 1502.

Additionally or alternatively, the flap 1412 may include a front portion 1506
rotatably coupled to the top portion 1504. The front portion 1506 may rotate about the line
of coupling between the front portion 1506 and the top portion 1504. In some examples,
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the flap 1412 includes a bottom portion 1508 rotatably coupled to the front portion 1506.
The bottom portion 1508 may rotate about the line of coupling between the bottom portion
1508 and the front portion 1506.

In some examples, the front portion 1506 includes a front portion window 1510.
The front portion window 1510 may at least partially align with a front wall window 1416
in the front wall 1410 of the folding deck box 50. The front portion window 1510 may
allow a user to view the artwork on their playing cards 60, or at least the forwardmost
playing card 60 within the folding deck box 50 while the folding deck box is in a closed
configuration (FIG. 16).

Additionally or alternatively, the bottom portion 1508 may include at least one flap
magnet 1704 for magnetically coupling to the bottom wall 1402 of the folding deck box
50. This is explored in greater detail in FIGS. 17A, 17B, and 17C.

FIG. 16 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box 50 while
fully closed. FIG. 16 makes it clearer that the front portion window 1510 will line up with
the front wall window 1416 while in a closed configuration, thus permitting the user to see
the artwork on their forwardmost playing card 60 while the folding deck box 50 is closed.

FIG. 17A illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box 50 with
the bottom portion 1508 of the flap 1412 decoupled from the folding deck box 50. As can
be seen in FIG. 17A, the bottom portion 1508 of the flap 1412 may include at least one flap
magnet 1704. The at least one flap magnet 1704 is shown as hidden lines, as the at least
one flap magnet 1704 may be integral, or disposed within, the bottom portion 1508 of the
flap.

Likewise, the bottom wall 1402 of the folding deck box 50 may include at least one
bottom magnet 1702. The at least one bottom magnet 1702 cannot be seen through the
bottom portion 1508 of the flap 1412, but is shown in greater detail in FIG. 17B. The at
least one flap magnet 1704 is positioned and configured to magnetically engage or
magnetically couple to the at least one bottom magnet 1702.

FIGS. 17B and 17C illustrate a bottom view of the exemplary folding deck box 50
of FIG. 17A. FIG. 17B shows the bottom view without the flap 1412 present, and FIG. 17C
shows the bottom view with the flap 1412 coupled to the bottom wall 1402.

FIG. 17B shows the at least one bottom magnet 1702 as it may be presented in the
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bottom wall 1402 of the folding deck box 50. The at least one bottom magnet 1702 is
shown as hidden lines to indicate that the at least one bottom magnet 1702 is integral to, or
disposed within, the bottom wall 1402.

FIG. 17C shows the at least one flap magnet 1704 as it may be presented in the
bottom portion 1508 of the flap 1412. The at least one flap magnet 1704 is shown as hidden
lines to indicate that the at least one flap magnet 1704 is integral to, or disposed within, the
bottom portion 1508.

While the at least one bottom magnet 1702 and the at least one flap magnet 1704
are described and shown as integral to or disposed within the bottom wall 1402 and the
bottom portion 1508, respectively, this is not strictly necessary. The magnets may also be
present on the surface of the bottom wall 1402 or the bottom portion 1508 without affecting
the functionality of the folding deck box 50.

Two flap magnets 1704, as well as two bottom magnets 1702 are shown in FIGS.
17A, 17B, and 17C. However, the number of magnets present does not need to be exactly
two, nor does the number of flap magnets 1704 need to match the number of bottom
magnets 1702. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple the bottom
portion 1508 of the flap 1412 to the bottom wall 1402 of the folding deck box 50 may be
provided. This may be as few as one magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably
fit on the bottom portion 1508 of the flap 1412 and the bottom wall 1402 of the folding
deck box 50. While not shown, in some examples magnetic strips may be present instead
of or in addition to individual magnets.

FIG. 18 illustrates a back view of an exemplary folding deck box 50. The back view
includes the finger slot 1414. Because in some examples, including the one shown in FIG.
18, a front wall window 1416 may be present, the front wall 1410 cannot be seen through
the finger slot 1414 in this figure.

As shown, the back wall 1408 may include at least one back magnet 1802. The at
least one back magnet 1802 is shown as hidden lines to indicate that the at least one back
magnet 1802 is integral to, or disposed within, the back wall 1408. While the at least one
back magnet 1802 is shown as integral to or disposed within the back wall 1408, this is not
strictly necessary. The back magnets 1802 may also be present on the surface of the back

wall 1408 without affecting the functionality of the folding deck box 50.
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Four back magnets 1802 are shown in FIG. 18. However, the number of back
magnets 1802 does not need to be exactly four. Any number of back magnets 1802
sufficient to magnetically couple the folding deck box 50 to a playmat 20 may be present.
This may be as few as one back magnet 1802, and up to as many back magnets 1802 as
may reasonably fit on the back wall 1408. Additionally, the at least one back magnet 1802
may be positioned as such to permit magnetic coupling with any magnets present on the
two-piece deck box 30 and/or the dice-box 40.

FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary folding deck box 50
magnetically coupled to an exemplary playmat 20, creating a two-component gameplay
area system 10. As can be seen in FIG. 19, the playmat 20 includes two distinct docking
areas. The bottom docking area is exposed, showing hidden circles indicating included mat
magnets 314 within the playmat 20. The other docking area is covered by the folding deck
box 50, where either the at least one back magnet 1802 is magnetically coupled to the mat
magnets 314 in this location. This facilitates the transport of both the playmat 20 and the
folding deck box 50, while still leaving room for additional components to dock to the
playmat 20. As discussed previously, the inclusion of only two distinct docking areas is
not intended to be limiting, and any number of distinct docking areas as can fit on the
playmat 20 may be present in the gameplay area system 10.

FIGS. 20A, 20B, and 21 illustrate an exemplary playmat 20b having two panels, or
sections. Specifically, FIG. 20A illustrates a back view of the exemplary playmat 20b, FIG.
20B illustrates a perspective view of the exemplary playmat 20b of FIG. 20A being
partially folded, and FIG. 21A illustrates a front view of the exemplary playmat 20b of
FIG. 20A with the fold completed. The front view of the playmat 20b may be very similar
to the playmat 20 of FIG. 2, and as such, this view is not recreated here.

FIG. 20A illustrates the back view of exemplary playmat 20b having a two-paneled
construction. The back view shows the bottom surface 302 as it may appear when the
playmat 20b is laid flat. The bottom surface 302 may comprise a rubber-type surface 304.
This rubber-type surface 304 helps to prevent slipping of the playmat 20b while in use.

The two panels of the playmat 20b can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This
is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects

between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The two panels of playmat
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20b may include a first section 2002 and a second section 2004 adjacent to the first section
2002,

The first section 2002 may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the closing magnets 312 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the first section 2002. Similarly, the second section 2004 may
include at least one mat magnet 314 within its construction, again presented as hidden lines
to indicate that the mat magnets 314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the second
section 2004. Eight closing magnets 312, as well as eight mat magnets 314 are shown in
FIGS. 20A and 20B. However, the number of magnets present does not need to be exactly
eight, nor does the number of closing magnets 312 need to match the number of mat
magnets 314. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple components of the
gameplay area system 10 to one another may be provided. This may be as few as one
magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably fit within the first section 2002 and
the second section 2004 without interfering with one another. While not shown, in some
examples magnetic strips may be present instead of or in addition to individual magnets.

As was described previously in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the
at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 3 14) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20b, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two, and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as
could reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20b may be included.

FIG. 20B illustrates the exemplary playmat 20b being folded for storage or
transport from a perspective view. While this view is shown from the front surface, the
delineation between the first section 2002 and the second section 2004 that is seen from
the back surface is still drawn to facilitate visualization of the folding process. FIG. 20B
shows the first section 2002 being folded over the second section 2004,

FIG. 21A illustrates a top view of the playmat 20b after the fold has been
completed. FIG. 21B illustrates a cross-sectional view of the playmat 20b with the
thicknesses of the first section 2002 and the second section 2004 exaggerated for the
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purposes of illustrating the playmat 20b in its folded configuration. In this view, the at least
one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314 are aligned, and in this fully
closed configuration they secure the first section 2002 to the second section 2004. This
may prevent the playmat 20b from opening without outside influence. This also exposes
the at least one mat magnets 314 present in the second section 2004 to the outside, which
permits magnets described previously from the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box 40,
and the folding deck box 50 to magnetically couple to this second section 2004. Because
of the nature of a two-panel system having exposed magnets on either section, the at least
one closing magnet 312 may perform in the same manner as the at least one mat magnet
314 in the sense that, if it were so desired, the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box 40, and
the folding deck box 50 may be magnetically coupled to the first section 2002 through
these at least one closing magnets 312.

FIGS. 22A, 22B, 23A, 23B, 24A, 24B, and 25 illustrate example playmats 20
having four panels, or sections. Specifically, FIGS. 22A and 22B illustrate an exemplary
playmat 20c, FIGS. 23 A and 23B illustrate an exemplary playmat 20d, and FIGS. 24A and
24B illustrate an exemplary playmat 20e. FIG. 25A, which is a closed configuration of a
four-panel playmat 20, may illustrate playmat 20c, playmat 20d, or playmat 20e, as all of
these playmats 20 may appear the same when closed.

FIG. 22A illustrates a back view of exemplary playmat 20c having this four-paneled
construction. The back view shows the bottom surface 302 as it may appear when the
playmat 20c is laid flat. The bottom surface 302 may comprise a rubber-type surface 304.
This rubber-type surface 304 helps to prevent slipping of the playmat 20c while in use. The
front view of the playmat 20c may be very similar to the playmat 20 of FIG. 2, and as such,
this view is not recreated here.

The four panels of the playmat 20c can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This
is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects
between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The four panels of playmat
20c may include a first section 2202a, a second section 2204a adjacent to the first section
2202a, a third section 2206a adjacent to the second section 2204a along an edge opposite
that of the first section 2202a, and a fourth section 2208a adjacent the third section 2206a
along an edge opposite that of the second section 2204a.
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The first section 2202a may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the closing magnets 312 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the first section 2202a. Similarly, the fourth section 2208a may
include at least one mat magnet 314 within its construction, again presented as hidden lines
to indicate that the mat magnets 314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the fourth
section 2208a. Eight closing magnets 312, as well as eight mat magnets 314 are shown in
FIGS. 22A and 22B. However, the number of magnets present does not need to be exactly
eight, nor does the number of closing magnets 312 need to match the number of mat
magnets 314. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple components of the
gameplay area system 10 to one another may be provided. This may be as few as one
magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably fit within the first section 2202a
and the fourth section 2208a without interfering with one another. While not shown, in
some examples magnetic strips may be present instead of or in addition to individual
magnets.

As was described previously in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the
at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20c, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two, and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as
could reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20¢ may be included.

FIG. 22B illustrates the exemplary playmat 20c being folded for storage or transport
from a perspective view. This view is shown from the front surface with the delineations
between the first section 2202a and the second section 2204a, the second section 2204a
and the third section 2206a, and the third section 2206a and the fourth section 2208a still
drawn to facilitate visualization of the folding process.

As seenin FIG. 22B, the first section 2202a may fold over the second section 2204a,
and the fourth section 2208a may fold over the third section 2206a, such that the first
section 2202a and the fourth section 2208a are adjacent one another. Either from this

position, or at approximately the same time as the previous folds, the second section 2204a
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and the third section 2206a may fold onto one another, causing the at least one closing
magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314 to approach one another, thus magnetically
coupling or magnetically engaging. This will cause the first section 2202a and the fourth
section 2208a to stay in place relative to one another, thus keeping the playmat 20c¢ closed
in the configuration shown in FIG. 25A

FIG. 23A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat 20d having a similar
four-paneled construction. The back view shows the bottom surface 302 as it may appear
when the playmat 20d is laid flat. The bottom surface 302 may comprise a rubber-type
surface 304. This rubber-type surface 304 helps to prevent slipping of the playmat 20d
while in use. The front view of the playmat 20d may be very similar to the playmat 20 of
FIG. 2, and as such, this view is not recreated here.

The four panels of the playmat 20d can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This
is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects
between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The four panels of playmat
20d may include a first section 2202b, a second section 2204b adjacent to the first section
2202b, a third section 2206b adjacent to the second section 2204b along an edge opposite
that of the first section 2202b, and a fourth section 2208b adjacent the third section 2206b
along an edge opposite that of the second section 2204b.

The second section 2204b may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the closing magnets 312 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the first section 2202b. Similarly, the fourth section 2208b
may include at least one mat magnet 314 within its construction, again presented as hidden
lines to indicate that the mat magnets 314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the
fourth section 2208b. Eight closing magnets 312, as well as eight mat magnets 314 are
shown in FIGS. 23 A and 23B. However, the number of magnets present does not need to
be exactly eight, nor does the number of closing magnets 312 need to match the number of
mat magnets 314. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple components
of the gameplay area system 10 to one another may be provided. This may be as few as
one magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably fit within the second section
2204b and the fourth section 2208b without interfering with one another. While not shown,

in some examples magnetic strips may be present instead of or in addition to individual
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magnets.

As was described previously in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the
at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20d, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two, and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as
could reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20d may be included.

FIG. 23B illustrates the exemplary playmat 20d being folded for storage or
transport from a perspective view. This view is shown from the front surface with the
delineations between the first section 2202b and the second section 2204b, the second
section 2204b and the third section 2206b, and the third section 2206b and the fourth
section 2208b still drawn to facilitate visualization of the folding process.

As seen in FIG. 23B, the first section 2202b may fold over the second section
2204b, the second section 2204b may fold over the third section 2206b, and the third
section 2206b may fold over the fourth section 2208b in such a manner as to position the
fourth section 2208b on top of the second section 2204b.

Because the fourth section 2208b is now on top of, or planarly adjacent to the
second section 2204b, the at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet
314 may magnetically couple or magnetically engage one another. This will cause the
second section 2204b and the fourth section 2208b to stay in place relative to one another,
thus keeping the playmat 20d closed in the configuration shown in FIG. 25A.

FIG. 24A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat 20e having another
similar four-paneled construction. The back view shows the bottom surface 302 as it may
appear when the playmat 20e is laid flat. The bottom surface 302 may comprise a rubber-
type surface 304. This rubber-type surface 304 helps to prevent slipping of the playmat 20e
while in use. The front view of the playmat 20e may be very similar to the playmat 20 of
FIG. 2, and as such, this view is not recreated here.

The four panels of the playmat 20e can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This

is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects
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between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The four panels of playmat
20e may include a first section 2202¢, a second section 2204c¢ adjacent to the first section
2202c¢, a third section 2206c adjacent to the second section 2204¢ along an edge opposite
that of the first section 2202¢, and a fourth section 2208¢ adjacent the third section 2206¢
along an edge opposite that of the second section 2204c.

The first section 2202c may include at least one mat magnet 314 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the mat magnets 314 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the first section 2202c¢. The second section 2204¢ may include
at least one closing magnet 312 within its construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate
the closing magnets 312 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the second section
2204¢. The third section 2206¢ may include at least one mat magnet 314 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the mat magnets 314 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the third section 2206¢. Similarly, the fourth section 2208¢
may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its construction, again presented as
hidden lines to indicate that the closing magnets 312 are not flush or exposed from the
surface of the fourth section 2208c¢. Sixteen closing magnets 213, as well as sixteen mat
magnets 314 are shown in FIGS. 24A and 24B. However, the number of magnets present
does not need to be exactly sixteen, nor does the number of closing magnets 312 need to
match the number of mat magnets 314. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically
couple components of the gameplay area system 10 to one another may be provided. This
may be as few as one magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably fit within the
first section 2202c, the second section 2204c, the third section 2206¢, and the fourth section
2208c without interfering with one another.

As was described previously in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the
at least one closing magnet 3 12 and the at least one mat magnet 3 14) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20e, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two, and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as

could reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20e may be included.
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FIG. 24B illustrates the exemplary playmat 20e being folded for storage or transport
from a perspective view. This view is shown from the front surface with the delineations
between the first section 2202¢ and the second section 2204c, the second section 2204¢
and the third section 2206¢, and the third section 2206¢ and the fourth section 2208c still
drawn to facilitate visualization of the folding process.

As seen in FIG. 24B, the first section 2202¢ may fold over the second section 2204c.
This folding action will cause the at least one mat magnet 314 in the first section 2202¢ to
approach the at least one closing magnet 312 in the second section 2204c, thus magnetically
coupling or magnetically engaging the first section 2202¢ to the second section 2204c. This
will cause the first section 2202¢ and the second section 2204c¢ to stay in place relative to
one another.

Similarly, the fourth section 2208¢c may fold over the third section 2206¢. This
folding action will cause the at least one closing magnet 312 in the fourth section 2208c¢ to
approach the at least one mat magnet 314 in the third section 2206c, thus magnetically
coupling or magnetically engaging the fourth section 2208c to the third section 2206¢. This
will cause the fourth section 2208¢ and the third section 2206c¢ to stay in place relative to
one another.

The second section 2204¢ may fold over the third section 2206¢ in a direction
opposite the folds previously described. This folding action will cause the at least one
closing magnet 312 in the second section 2204c¢ to approach the at least one mat magnet
314 in the third section 2206¢, thus magnetically coupling or magnetically engaging the
second section 2204c¢ to the third section 2206¢. This will cause the second section 2204¢
and the third section 2206c¢ to stay in place relative to one another. With all of the sections
held in place through magnetic coupling or magnetic engagement, the playmat 20e may be
kept closed in the configuration shown in FIG. 25A.

FIG. 25A illustrates a top view of the exemplary playmat 20c of FIG. 22A, the
exemplary playmat 20d of FIG. 23 A, or the exemplary playmat 20e of FIG. 24A with the
fold completed. In this view, the at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat
magnet 314 are aligned (see FIGS. 25B, 25C, and 25D), and in this fully closed
configuration they secure the section (or at least one section in the case of FIGS. 24A and

24B) containing the at least one closing magnet 312 to the section (or, again, the at least
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one section in the case of FIGS. 24A and 24B) containing the at least one mat magnet 314.
This may prevent the playmat 20c, the playmat 20d, or the playmat 20e from opening
without outside influence. In the cases of playmat 20d and playmat 20e, this exposes the at
least one mat magnet 314 to the outside, which permits magnets described previously from
the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50 to magnetically
couple to the section containing the at least one mat magnet 314.

FIGS. 25B, 25C, and 25D illustrate cross-sectional views of the playmat 20.
Specifically, FIG. 25B shows the playmat 20c with the thicknesses of the first section
2202a, the second section 2204a, the third section 2206a, and the fourth section 2208a
exaggerated for the purposes of illustrating the playmat 20a in its folded configuration.
FIG. 25C shows the playmat 20d with the thicknesses of the first section 2202b, the second
section 2204b, the third section 2206b, and the fourth section 2208b exaggerated for the
purposes of illustrating the playmat 20a in its folded configuration. FIG. 25D shows the
playmat 20e with the thicknesses of the first section 2202c, the second section 2204c, the
third section 2206¢, and the fourth section 2208c exaggerated for the purposes of
illustrating the playmat 20a in its folded configuration.

FIG. 26A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat 20f having a similar
construction to the playmat 20a of FIGS. 1-5C. The notable difference between playmat
20f and playmat 20a is the location of the at least one closing magnet 312. Where the at
least one closing magnet in playmat 20a was on the first side section 308, the at least one
closing magnet present in playmat 20f is on the middle section. The back view shows the
bottom surface 302 as it may appear when the playmat 20f is laid flat. The bottom surface
302 may comprise a rubber-type surface 304. This rubber-type surface 304 helps to prevent
slipping of the playmat 20f while in use. The front view of the playmat 20f may be very
similar to the playmat 20 of FIG. 2, and as such, this view is not recreated here.

The three panels of the playmat 20f can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This
is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects
between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The three panels of playmat
20f may include a middle section 2602, a first side section 2604 adjacent to the middle
section 2602, and a second side section 2606 adjacent to the middle section 2602 along an

edge opposite that of the first side section 2604.
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The middle section 2602 may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the closing magnets 312 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the middle section 2602. The second side section 2606 may
include at least one mat magnet 314 within its construction, presented as hidden lines to
indicate the mat magnets 314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the second side
section 2606. Eight closing magnets 312 as well as eight mat magnets 314 are shown in
FIGS. 26A and 26B. However, the number of magnets present does not need to be exactly
eight, nor does the number of closing magnets 312 need to match the number of mat
magnets 314. Any number of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple components of the
gameplay area system 10 to one another may be provided. This may be as few as one
magnet, and up to as many magnets as may reasonably fit within the middle section 2602
and the second side section 2606 without interfering with one another.

As was described previously in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the
at least one closing magnet 3 12 and the at least one mat magnet 3 14) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20f, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two, and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as
could reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20f may be included.

FIG. 26B illustrates the exemplary playmat 20f being folded for storage or transport
from a perspective view. As seen in FIG. 26B, the first side section 2604 may fold over
the middle section 2602, prior to the second side section 2606 folding over the top of both
the middle section 2602 and the first side section 2604. In this example, the present magnets
are strong enough that an extra layer of playmat does not impede the magnetic coupling of
the middle section 2602 and the second side section 2606. With all of the sections held in
place through magnetic coupling or magnetic engagement, the playmat 20f may be kept
closed in the configuration shown in FIG. 27A.

FIG. 27A illustrates a top view of the playmat 20f after the fold has been completed.
FIG. 27B illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of the playmat

20f with the thicknesses of the middle section 2602, the first side section 2604, and the
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second side section 2606 exaggerated for the purposes of illustrating the playmat 20f in its
folded configuration. In this view, the at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one
mat magnet 314 are aligned, and in this fully closed configuration they secure the second
side section 2606 to the middle section 2602. This may prevent the playmat 20f from
opening without outside influence. This also exposes the at least one mat magnets 314
present in the second side section 2606 to the outside, which permits magnets described
previously from the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50
to magnetically couple to this second side section 2606. Because of the nature of the
presented playmat 20f having exposed magnets on either section, the at least one closing
magnet 312 may perform in the same manner as the at least one mat magnet 314 in the
sense that, if it were so desired, the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box 40, and the folding
deck box 50 may be magnetically coupled to the middle section 2602 through these at least
one closing magnets 312.

FIG. 28A illustrates a back view of an exemplary playmat 20g. The back view
shows the bottom surface 302 as it may appear when the playmat 20fis laid flat. The bottom
surface 302 may comprise a rubber-type surface 304. This rubber-type surface 304 helps
to prevent slipping of the playmat 20g while in use. The front view of the playmat 20f may
be very similar to the playmat 20 of FIG. 2, and as such, this view is not recreated here.

The three panels of the playmat 20g can be viewed on the bottom surface 302. This
is because the top surface 202 may be constructed as such to prevent seeing the disconnects
between distinct portions, allowing a smooth playing surface. The three panels of playmat
20g may include a middle section 2802, a first side section 2804 adjacent to the middle
section 2802, and a second side section 2806 adjacent to the middle section 2802 along an
edge opposite that of the first side section 2604.

The middle section 2802 may include at least one closing magnet 312 within its
construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the closing magnets 312 are not flush or
exposed from the surface of the middle section 2802. Dissimilar to previous examples of
three-paneled playmats 20 (20a and 20f), the middle section 2802 may include at least one
closing magnet near either edge that is adjacent to the first side section 2804 and the second
side section 2806, to allow magnetic coupling to both of these panels. The first side section

2804 may include at least one mat magnet 314 within its construction, presented as hidden
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lines to indicate the mat magnets 314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the first
side section 2804. Likewise, the second side section 2806 may include at least one mat
magnet 314 within its construction, presented as hidden lines to indicate the mat magnets
314 are not flush or exposed from the surface of the second side section 2806. Sixteen
closing magnets 312 as well as sixteen mat magnets 314 are shown in FIGS. 28A and 28B.
However, the number of magnets present does not need to be exactly sixteen, nor does the
number of closing magnets 312 need to match the number of mat magnets 314. Any number
of magnets sufficient to magnetically couple components of the gameplay area system 10
to one another may be provided. This may be as few as one magnet, and up to as many
magnets as may reasonably fit within the middle section 2802, the first side section 2804,
and the second side section 2806 without interfering with one another.

As was described previously in FIGS. 9, 13, and 19, the magnets on both sides (the
at least one closing magnet 312 and the at least one mat magnet 314) are broken into distinct
sections — one section of four magnets near the top edge of the playmat 20g, and one section
of four magnets near the bottom edge. These distinct sections are to facilitate coupling to
the other distinct components of the gameplay area system 10 (i.e., the two-piece deck box
30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50). However, the number of sections need
not be limited to two (for instance, middle section 2802 in FIGS. 28A and 28B displays
four such sections), and as few as one distinct section, or as many distinct sections as could
reasonably fit within the confines of the playmat 20g may be included.

FIG. 28B illustrates the exemplary playmat 20g being folded for storage or
transport from a perspective view. AS seen in FIG. 28B, the first side section 2804 and the
second side section 2806 may both fold over the middle section 2802 without interfering
with one another. In this example, the order of folds is unimportant. With all of the sections
held in place through magnetic coupling or magnetic engagement, the playmat 20g may be
kept closed in the configuration shown in FIG. 28A.

FIG. 29A illustrates a top view of the playmat 20g after the fold has been
completed. FIG. 29B illustrates a cross-sectional front view of the exemplary playmat of
the playmat 20g with the thicknesses of the middle section 2802, the first side section 2804,
and the second side section 2806 exaggerated for the purposes of illustrating the playmat

20g in its folded configuration. In this view, the at least one closing magnet 312 and the at
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least one mat magnet 314 are aligned along both sides of the middle section 2802. In this
fully closed configurations, the present magnets secure the first side section 2804, as well
as the second side section 2806, to the middle section 2802. This may prevent the playmat
20g from opening without outside influence. This also exposes the at least one mat magnets
314 present in the first side section 2804 and the second side section 2806 to the outside,
which permits magnets described previously from the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box
40, and the folding deck box 50 to magnetically couple to the first side section 2804 and
the second side section 2806. Because the playmat 20g, while closed, has exposed magnets
on either section, the at least one closing magnet 312 may perform in the same manner as
the at least one mat magnet 314 in the sense that, if it were so desired, the two-piece deck
box 30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50 may be magnetically coupled to the
middle section 2802 through these at least one closing magnets 312.

Throughout the preceding disclosure, it is understood that in examples where the at
least one closing magnet 312 is not specifically described as being capable of magnetically
coupling to the two-piece deck box 30, the dice-box 40, and the folding deck box 50, the

use of more powerful magnets may still permit these magnetic couplings.

INTERPRETATION

The various features and processes described above may be used independently of
one another, or may be combined in various ways. All possible combinations and
subcombinations are intended to fall within the scope of this disclosure. In addition, certain
method, event, state, or process blocks may be omitted in some implementations. The
methods, steps, and processes described herein are also not limited to any particular
sequence, and the blocks, steps, or states relating thereto can be performed in other
sequences that are appropriate. For example, described tasks or events may be performed
in an order other than the order specifically disclosed. Multiple steps may be combined in
a single block or state. The example tasks or events may be performed in serial, in parallel,
or in some other manner. Tasks or events may be added to or removed from the disclosed
example embodiments. The example systems and components described herein may be
configured differently than described. For example, elements may be added to, removed

from, or rearranged compared to the disclosed example embodiments.
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Conditional language used herein, such as, among others, "can," "could," "might,"

" o<

"may," “e.g.,” and the like, unless specifically stated otherwise, or otherwise understood
within the context as used, is generally intended to convey that certain embodiments
include, while other embodiments do not include, certain features, elements and/or steps.
Thus, such conditional language is not generally intended to imply that features, elements
and/or steps are in any way required for one or more embodiments or that one or more
embodiments necessarily include logic for deciding, with or without author input or
prompting, whether these features, elements and/or steps are included or are to be
performed in any particular embodiment. The terms “comprising,” “including,” “having,”
and the like are synonymous and are used inclusively, in an open-ended fashion, and do
not exclude additional elements, features, acts, operations and so forth. Also, the term “or”
isused in its inclusive sense (and not in its exclusive sense) so that when used, for example,
to connect a list of elements, the term “or” means one, some, or all of the elements in the
list. Conjunctive language such as the phrase “at least one of X, Y, and Z,” unless
specifically stated otherwise, is otherwise understood with the context as used in general
to convey that an item, term, etc. may be either X, Y, or Z. Thus, such conjunctive language
is not generally intended to imply that certain embodiments require at least one of X, at
least one of Y, and at least one of Z to each be present.

The term “and/or” means that “and” applies to some embodiments and “or” applies
to some embodiments. Thus, A, B, and/or C can be replaced with A, B, and C written in
one sentence and A, B, or C written in another sentence. A, B, and/or C means that some
embodiments can include A and B, some embodiments can include A and C, some
embodiments can include B and C, some embodiments can only include A, some
embodiments can include only B, some embodiments can include only C, and some
embodiments include A, B, and C. The term “and/or” is used to avoid unnecessary
redundancy.

While certain example embodiments have been described, these embodiments have
been presented by way of example only, and are not intended to limit the scope of the
inventions disclosed herein. Thus, nothing in the foregoing description is intended to imply
that any particular feature, characteristic, step, module, or block is necessary or

indispensable. Indeed, the novel methods and systems described herein may be embodied
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in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various omissions, substitutions, and changes in
the form of the methods and systems described herein may be made without departing from

the spirit of the inventions disclosed herein.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A gameplay area system, comprising a playmat, the playmat comprising:

a middle section,;

a first side section rotatably coupled to the middle section enabling the first side
section to fold over the middle section, the first side section comprising at least one closing
magnet; and

a second side section rotatably coupled to the middle section opposite the first side
section, enabling the second side section to fold over the middle section and the first side
section,

wherein the second side section comprises at least one mat magnet,

wherein the at least one mat magnet is configured to magnetically couple to
the at least one closing magnet while the first side section is folded over the middle
section and while the second side section is folded over the middle section and the
first side section, and

wherein when the playmat lays in an open position, the playmat comprises

a top surface and a bottom surface opposite the top surface.

2. The gameplay area system of Claim 1, wherein the second side section is smaller

in width than the middle section and the first side section.

3. The gameplay area system of Claim 1, further comprising a folding deck box
sized to retain at least one playing card, the folding deck box comprising:

a bottom wall;

a left side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the left side wall substantially
perpendicular to the bottom wall;

a right side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the right side wall substantially
perpendicular to the bottom wall, and the right side wall opposite the left side wall,

a back wall coupled to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right side wall,
the back wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right
side wall,
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at least one back magnet disposed within the back wall, the at 1east one back magnet
configured to magnetically couple to a corresponding at least one mat magnet;

a front wall coupled to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right side wall,
the front wall partially perpendicular to the bottom wall, the left side wall, and the right
side wall, and the front wall opposite the back wall; and

a flap comprising:

a back portion rotatably coupled to the back wall;

a top portion rotatably coupled to the back portion;

a front portion rotatably coupled to the top portion; and
a bottom portion rotatably coupled to the front portion.

4. The gameplay area system of Claim 3, the folding deck box further comprising:

at least one flap magnet disposed within the bottom portion; and

at least one bottom magnet disposed within the bottom wall equal in amount to the
at least one flap magnet, wherein each at least one flap magnet is configured to

magnetically couple to a corresponding at least one bottom magnet.

5. The gameplay area system of Claim 3, wherein the front portion of the flap
comprises a feature selected from the group consisting of a window, optical translucency,

optical transparency, and optical opacity.

6. The gameplay area system of Claim 1, further comprising a two-piece deck box
sized to retain at least one playing card, the two-piece deck box comprising;
a top section, comprising:
atop wall;
a top section front wall coupled to the top wall, the top section front wall
substantially perpendicular to the top wall;
a top section back wall coupled to the top wall, the back wall substantially
perpendicular to the top wall, wherein the top section back wall is substantially

parallel to the top section front wall,
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a first top section side wall coupled to the top wall, the top section front
wall, and the top section back wall, the first top section side wall substantially
perpendicular to the top wall, the top section front wall, and the top section back
wall; and

a second top section side wall coupled to the top wall, the top section front
wall, and the top section back wall, the second top section side wall substantially
perpendicular to the top wall, the top section front wall, and the top section back
wall, wherein the second top section side wall is substantially parallel to the first
top section side wall,

wherein at least one top magnet is disposed within a wall selected
from the group consisting of the top section front wall, the top section back
wall, the first top section side wall, and the second top section side wall, and
wherein the at least one top magnet is configured to magnetically
couple to at least one mat magnet; and
a bottom section, comprising:

a bottom wall;

a bottom section front wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom section
front wall substantially perpendicular to the top wall;

a bottom section back wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom section
back wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, wherein the bottom
section back wall is substantially parallel to the bottom section front wall;

a first bottom section side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom
section front wall, and the bottom section back wall, the first bottom section side
wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, the bottom section front wall,
and the bottom section back wall; and

a second bottom section side wall coupled to the bottom wall, the bottom
section front wall, and the bottom section back wall, the second bottom section side
wall substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, the bottom section front wall,
and the bottom section back wall, wherein the second bottom section side wall is

substantially parallel to the first bottom section side wall,
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7.

wherein at least one bottom magnet is disposed within a wall
selected from the group consisting of the bottom section front wall, the
bottom section back wall, the first bottom section side wall, and the second
bottom section side wall, and

wherein the at least one bottom magnet is configured to

magnetically couple to at least one mat magnet.

The gameplay area system of Claim 6, wherein the top section is configured to

detachably couple to the bottom section.

8.

10.

The gameplay area system of Claim 6, wherein:

the bottom section front wall further comprises a bottom section front inset
lip,
the bottom section back wall further comprises a bottom section back inset lip,

the first bottom section side wall further comprises a first bottom section
side inset lip, and

the second bottom section side wall further comprises a second bottom

section side inset lip.

The gameplay area system of Claim 8, wherein:

the top section front wall is configured to receive the bottom section front
inset lip,

the top section back wall is configured to receive the bottom section back
inset lip,

the first top section side wall is configured to receive the first bottom section
inset lip, and

the second top section side wall is configured to receive the second bottom

section inset lip.

The gameplay area system of Claim 9, wherein:
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an inset lip selected from the group consisting of the bottom section front
inset lip, the bottom section back inset lip, the first bottom section side inset lip,
and the second bottom section side inset lip further comprises a male snap fixture,
and

a wall selected from the top section front wall, the top section back wall, the
first top section side wall, and the second top section side wall further comprises a
female snap fixture configured to receive the male snap fixture in a corresponding

location.

11.  The gameplay area system of Claim 1, further comprising a dice-box size to retain
at least one die, the dice-box comprising:
an inner compartment comprising:

an inner bottom wall;

an inner front wall coupled to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall
substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall;

an inner back wall coupled to the inner bottom wall opposite the inner front
wall, the inner back wall substantially perpendicular to the inner bottom wall;

a first inner side wall coupled to the inner bottom wall, the inner front wall,
and the inner back wall, the first inner side wall substantially perpendicular to the
inner bottom wall, the inner front wall, and the inner back wall; and

a second inner side wall coupled to the inner bottom wall, the inner front
wall opposite the first inner side wall, and the inner back wall opposite the first
inner side wall, the second inner side wall substantially perpendicular to the inner
bottom wall, the inner front wall, and the inner back wall; and
an outer compartment sized to retain the inner compartment, the outer compartment

comprising;

an outer bottom wall;

at least one outer bottom magnet disposed within the outer bottom wall, the

at least one outer bottom magnet configured to couple to at least one mat magnet;

-52-



WO 2023/196069 PCT/US2023/014396

a first outer side wall coupled to the outer bottom wall and the outer back
wall, the first outer side wall substantially perpendicular to the outer bottom wall
and the outer back wall;

a second outer side wall coupled to the outer bottom wall opposite the first
outer side wall and the outer back wall opposite the first outer side wall, the second
outer side wall substantially perpendicular to the outer bottom wall and the outer
back wall; and

an outer top wall coupled to the outer back wall opposite the outer bottom
wall, the first outer side wall opposite the outer bottom wall, and the second outer
side wall opposite the outer bottom wall, the outer top wall substantially
perpendicular to the outer back wall, the first outer side wall, and the second outer

side wall.

12.  The gameplay area system of Claim 11, wherein the inner bottom wall further
comprises at least one inner bottom magnet configured to magnetically couple to the at

least one outer bottom magnet.
13.  The gameplay area system of Claim 12, wherein the outer top wall further
comprises at least one outer top magnet configured to magnetically couple to at least one

mat magnet.

14.  The gameplay system of Claim 1, wherein the bottom surface comprises a rubber-

type backer configured to prevent the playmat from slipping from a surface.

15. The gameplay system of Claim 1, wherein the top surface comprises a cloth-type

surface configured to facilitate sliding of an object across the top surface.
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16.  The gameplay system of Claim 1, wherein the at least one mat magnet covers at
least a portion of an edge of the second side section, and
wherein the at least one closing magnet covers at least a portion an edge of the first

side section.

17. A gameplay area system comprising a playmat, the playmat comprising:
a first section comprising at least one closing magnet; and
a second section rotatably coupled to the first section enabling the second section
to fold over the first section, the second section comprising at least one mat magnet, and
wherein at least one mat magnet is configured to magnetically couple to the

at least one closing magnet while the second section is folded over the first section.

18.  The gameplay system of Claim 17, wherein the at least one mat magnet covers at
least a portion of an edge of the second section, and
wherein the at least one closing magnet covers at least a portion an edge of the first

section.

19. A gameplay area system comprising a playmat, the playmat comprising:
a first section;
a second section rotatably coupled to the first section enabling the second section
to fold with respect to the first section;
a third section rotatably coupled to the second section enabling the third section to
fold with respect to the second section; and
a fourth section rotatably coupled to the third section enabling the fourth section to
fold with respect to the third section,
wherein a closing section selected from the group consisting of the first
section, the second section, the third section, and the fourth section comprises at
least one closing magnet,
wherein a mat section selected from the group consisting of the first section,
the second section, the third section, and the fourth section comprises at least one

mat magnet,
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wherein closing section and the mat section are different, and
wherein the at least one mat magnet is configured to magnetically couple to
the at least one closing magnet while the first section, the second section, the third

section, and the fourth section are in a folded configuration.

20.  The gameplay system of Claim 19, wherein the at least one mat magnet covers at
least a portion of an edge of the mat section, and
wherein the at least one closing magnet covers at least a portion of an edge of the

closing section.
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