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determination of the filtering phase. The packets may be allowed through, with or without alter-

ation of their data, IP (intermnet protocol) address, etc., or they may be dropped, with or without an
error message generated to the sender of the paéket. Packets may be sent with or without alter-
ation to a host on the proxy network that performs some or all of the functions of the intended des-

15 tination host as specified by a given packet. The passing through of packets without the addition
of any network address pertaining to the screening system allows the screening system to function
without being identifiable by such an address, and therefore it is more difficult to target as an IP
entity, e.g. by intruders.
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